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On Our COVer: Featured on this month's cover is Nikon's D5000 D-SLR Camera ($679.95 body only or $799.95 kit with lens); 
Rocketfish's new line of wireless audio solutions with Rocketboost technology (prices vary); Razer's Moray + Mobile Gaming 
Communicator ($59.99); and TomTom's XXL 540»S GPS device ($249; www.tomtom.com). 





19 






31i 




Open 


Noteworthy Home Theater 

Accessories & Services 


tO 35 Digital Imaging 


6 CE News 


■ ^ 




Product Profile Section 








36 


Noteworthy Digital Imaging 


I Home Theater 1 


| Digital Imaging | 




Accessories & Services 


7 Rocketfish's New Audio 


20 


Photography Made Easy 

Nikon's D5000 D-SLR & COOLPIX 
S70 Cameras 




Components Get A Rocketboost 

Blastoff! 


1 Computers 


37 


Razer's Moray" 1 " Headset 


9 How To Buy A Flat-Panel Mount 


22 


Find The Nikon COOLPIX That 




Big Sound, Impressive Portability 


Make Your Home Theater Sleek 




Fits Your Life 


38 


Windows 7 


10 Blu-ray 


23 


Expand Your Creativity With A 




Powerful New Features 


The New Definition Of High Def 




Nikon D-SLR 




& Easy To Use 


1 1 New BD Players From Samsung 


24 


Simply Share What's There 


40 


Microsoft Office 2007 

The Suite For The Entire Home 


I I ic LdlciL I i \\J 




JVC's Picsio Mini Camcorder 






12 A Wireless Entertainment Hub 

Insignia's Advanced Series 


25 


Capture Treasured Moments 
InHD 


42 


New Peripherals For Your New PC 

Windows 7-Compatible Hardware 


Connected Blu-ray Disc Player 




Sony's HDR-CX500V Handycarrf 


44 


Media The Way You Want It 


1 3 Essential Things To Know 




Camcorder 




Windows Media Center In 


Internet-Connected BD Players 


26 


Essential Things To Know 




Windows 7 


14 HDTVs 




Camcorder Recording Formats 


45 


How To Buy A Monitor 


Screen Technology Differences 


27 to 29 


Digital Imaging 




Specs To Keep An Eye Out For 


15 to 16 


HDTV Comparison 
Charts 






Comparison Charts 

Point-&-Shoot 


46 


Organization Is Just A Label Away 

Brother's P-Touch Label Makers 




LCD; Plasma 






Cameras; D-SLRs; 


47 


Designed For Excellence 


17 to 18 


Home Theater 






Digital Camcorders 




Epson Printers, Ink & Specialty 




Product Profile Section 


30 


Holiday 


Gifts From Olympus 




Papers 



Copyright 2009 by Sandhills Publishing Company. First Glimpse is a registered trademark of Sandhills Publishing Company. All rights reserved. Reproduction of material ap- 
pearing in FirstGlimpse, Volume 6 Issue 12 is strictly prohibited without written permission. Printed in the U.S.A. GST # 123482788RT0001 FirstGlimpse USPS 005-665 (ISSN 
1 554-21 06) is published monthly for $29 per year by Sandhills Publishing Company, 1 31 West Grand Drive, P.O. Box 82545, Lincoln, NE 68501 . Subscriber Services: (800) 
424-7900. Periodicals postage paid at Lincoln, NE. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to FirstGlimpse, P.O. Box 82545, Lincoln, NE 68501. 




PUT A BOW 
ON YOUR PC 



Wrap it up with 
Microsoft* Office 2007, 

See page 40. 




48 Essential Things To Know 

Notebook Security 

49 tO 50 Computers 

Comparison Charts 

Notebooks; Netbooks 

5 1 Get The Unfair Advantage 
With Razer 

52 Express Your Creativity With 
Wacom's Bamboo Tablets 

53 Enjoy Secure & Efficient 
Computing With Kaspersky 

54 Software Listings 

Get More Out Of Your PC 

56 tO 57 Computers 

Product Profile Section 

58 Noteworthy Computers 

Accessories & Services 



Portable Devices 



59 TomTom's XXL 540-S GPS Device 

Easy-To-Use Navigation 
With A 5-inch Screen 

60 Hit The Road With A TomTom GPS 

61 How To Buy An MP3 Player 

Look For Extra Features 

62 Altec Lansing Audio Products 

A Complete Range Of Portable 
Audio Systems 



63 Digital Music Made Effortless 

SanDisk's slotRadio Cards 
Instantly Deliver Hit Music 

64 Beyond The Car Stereo 

SIRIUS|XM Satellite Radio 

66 Essential Things To Know 

GPS Accessories & Services 

67 tO 68 Portable Devices 

Comparison Charts 

MP3 Players; GPS Devices 

69 Portable Devices 
Product Profile Section 

70 Noteworthy Portable Devices 

Accessories & Services 



Gaming, Media & More 



71 How To Buy 

Home Recording Equipment 

Create Your Own 
Recording Studio 

72 This Month's 
Blu-ray Disc Releases 

81 Action Figures 

& A Virtual Battleworld 

Freaky Creatures Starter Pack 

82 Gadgets & eReaders 
Product Profile Section 

83 Gadgets & eReaders 
Product Showcase 



Lifestyle Close-up: Gear Up For Gaming 



74 Let The Games Begin 

Match A Game Console To Your 
Gamer Style 

76 PC Gaming & Accessories 

All Work & No Play Make 
Your PC Dull 

78 Gaming System 
Comparison Chart 

80 Noteworthy 

Gaming, Media & More 

Accessories & Services 
Gadgets & eReaders 



FirstGlimpse 



Product Coverage Inquiries 

products@fi rstgl i m psem ag.com 
(800) 247-4880 
131 West Grand Drive 
Lincoln, NE 68521 

Circulation 

(To adjust your bulk order or to request racks.) 
m arketi ng@fi rstgl i m psem ag.com 
(800) 334-7458 

Customer Service 

(For questions about your subscription, to 
place an order, or change an address.) 
customer-service@fi rstgl i m psem ag.com 
(800) 733-3809 
FAX: (402) 479-2193 

FirstGlimpse 
P.O. Box 82545 
Lincoln, NE 68501-5380 

Hours 

Mon. - Fri.: 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. (CST) 
Sat.: 8 am to 4 p.m. (CST) 
Online Customer Service & 
Subscription Center 
www.FirstGlimpseMag.com 

Authorization For Reprints: 

(800) 247-4880 

Please note: Prices listed in this issue are for 
general reference and may vary from 
retailer pricing. 




A Sandhills 



FirstGlimpse" 



The Latest Arrivals 

Look For These New Products 



Keep an eye out for these products hitting Best Buy shelves for 
the first time. Some of the items listed below are showcased in 
this month's one-page product profiles, so be sure to take a 
look at the listed page numbers for more information. 



Home Theater 

Insignia Advanced Series Connected 
Blu-ray Disc Player 

See page 12 
Insignia Wireless Amplified Audio Receiver 

See page 7 
Insignia Wireless HD Audio Start Kit 

See page 7 
Insignia Wireless Outdoor Speaker 

See page 7 
Insignia Wireless Sender/Receiver 

See page 7 
JVC DLA-HD350 Projector 
Mitsubishi 249 Series LCD HDTVs 

See page 17 
San us Super Slim Mounts 
Sharp LE700 Series HDTVs 
Toshiba Regza 670 Series HDTVs 

Digital Imaging 

Fujifilm FINEPIX F72 EXR Digital Camera 
Fujifilm FINEPIX Z37 Digital Camera 

See page 32 
Insignia NS-DSC10A and NS-DSC10B 
Cameras 
JVC Picsio Mini Camcorder 



Nikon D3000 Digital Camera 
Nikon D5000 D-SLR Camera 

See page 20 
Nikon S570 Digital Camera 
Nikon S70 Digital Camera 

See page 20 
Samsung TL220 Digital Camera 
San Disk Extreme SDHC Memory Cards 
Sony Cyber-shot DSC-HX1 Digital Camera 
Sony Cyber-shot DSC-TX1 Digital Camera 
Sony HDR-CX500 Camcorder 

See page 25 

Computers 

123 Copy DVD Gold 
Brother MFC-255cw Wireless Inkjet All- 
in-One Printer 
Brother PT-1280 & PT-70 Label Makers 



Epson Artisan 710 Printer 
Epson Artisan 810 Printer 
HP dv4-1428dx Laptop 
Kaspersky Anti-Virus 2010 

■ See page S3 

Kaspersky Internet Security 2010 

■ See page S3 



LG W2043T Widescreen Monitor 
LG W2343T Widescreen Monitor 
Microsoft Windows 7 



Netgear Digital Entertainer Live 

Netgear RangeMax Dual Band Wireless-N 

Router with 4-port Gigabit Ehternet 

Switch 

Netgear Stora 1TB Home Media Network 

Storage 

Netgear Wireless-G Access Point 

Netgear Wireless-N Access Point 

Razer Moray+ Mobile Gaming 

Communicator 

■ See page 37 
Roxio Creator 2010 

■ See page 56 
Wacom Bamboo Tablets 

■ See page 52 

Portable Devices 

Altec Lansing Classic MT620 

■ See page 62 

Altec Lansing MIX iMT8000 

■ See page 62 

Altec Lansing Orbit USB iML237 

■ See page 62 

FLO TV Personal Television 

■ See page 69 
Insignia NS-CNV-43 GPS 
Magellan 1445t GPS 
Magellan 1700 GPS 
Microsoft Zune HD Player 

SIRIUS Stratus 6 Satellite Radio Receiver 
with Vehicle Kit 

■ See page 64 

TomTom XL 340-S LIVE GPS 

■ See page 60 
TomTom XXL 540-S GPS 

■ See page 59 

XM onyX Satellite Radio Receiver with 
Vehicle Kit 

■ See page 64 
XM SkyDock 

■ See page 64 

Zoombak Universal GPS Locator 

Gaming, Media & More 

DJ Hero Turntable Controller 
Freaky Creatures Add-On Pack 

■ See page 81 

Freaky Creatures Starter Pack 
M See page 81 



Livescribe Pulse SmartPen 



Sony PS3 120GB Game Console 
Sony PSP go Portable Console 
Sony Reader Pocket Edition 
Sony Reader Touch Edition 
Yoostar Entertainment System 

Game Titles 

• November 10 • 

Call of Duty: Modern Warfare 2 

Movie & TV DVD Releases 



See Page 72 
For New BD Releases 



• November 3 to 9 • 

"Aliens In The Attic" 

"Dora's Christmas Carol Adventure" 

"Food, Inc." 

"Fraggle Rock: Complete Series Collection" 

"G.I.Joe" 

"Here's Lucy: Season 2" 

"High School Musical" 3-DVD Pack 

"I Love You, Beth Cooper" 

"It's A Wonderful Life: Collector's Edition" 

"LeapFrog: Learning Set" 

"Mission Impossible: The Final TV Season" 

"Spin City: The Complete Third Season" 

"The Storm" 

"The Taking Of Pelham 1 2 3" 

"UFC101" 

"Walt Disney Treasures: Zorro: The 

Complete First Season" 

"Watchmen: The Complete Story" 

"White Christmas: Anniversary Edition" 

• November 10 to 16 • 

"Astro Boy Mini Set 1" 

"Dawson's Creek: The Complete Series" 

"Dragon ball: Season 2" 

"Jag: Seasons 1-9" 

"Justice League: The Complete Series" 

"Love Finds A Home" 

"Nash Bridges: The Third Season" 

"Pippi Longstocking: Pippi's Christmas" 

"Sarah Jane Adventures: Complete 

Second Season" 

"Sesame Street: 40 Years Of Sunny Days" 

"Stepfather 2" 

"The Accidental Husband" 

"The Christmas Clause" 

"The Echo" 



"The Ugly Truth" 

"Three Stooges Collection: 1952-1954" 

"Touched By An Angel: Holiday Collection" 

"Up" 

Music Releases 

• November 3 to 9 • 

"Beautiful History" Plumb 

"Beauty Will Rise" Steven Curtis Chapman 

"Billboard Top 10 Karaoke: The Beatles" 

"Design Your Universe" Epica 

"Glee: The Music Vol. 1" Original 

Soundtrack 

"Greatest Hits" Foo Fighters 

"Halford III: Winter Songs" Halford 

"In Love & War" Amerie 

"Kate Earl" Kate Earl 

"Long Road Out Of Eden" Eagles 

"Monster Monster" The Almost 

"My Christmas" Andrea Bocelli 

"Now Vol. 32: That's What I Call Music" 

Various Artists 

"Play On" Carrie Underwood 

"Radtitude" Weezer 

"Say Anything" Say Anything 

"Singles Collection" Creedence 

Clearwater Revival 

"The Unforgettable Fire" U2 

• November 10 to 16 • 

"The Circle" Bon Jovi 
"201 2" Original Soundtrack 
"Backtracks" AC/DC 
"Bridge" Melanie Fiona 
"Desperate Measures" Hollywood Undead 
"Hello Hurricane" Switchfoot 
"House of God" King Diamond 
"I Want You Back! Unreleased Masters" 
The Jackson 5 

"Jason Mraz's Beautiful Mess: Live" Jason 
Mraz 

"Live At The 02 London, England" Kings 
Of Leon 

"Live In New York Box Set" The Doors 
"Memento Mori" Flyleaf 
"Midwinter Graces" Tori Amos 
"Steve Vai: Where The Wild Things Are" 
"The Fray" The Fray 

"The Kinks Choral Collection" Ray Davies 
"The Singles Collection" Britney Spears 
"Wu-Tang Meet The India Culture" Wu- 
Tang Clan 
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ce news 



Compiled by Andrew Leibman 



► Women Are Web Music's 
Biggest Fans 

Nielsen is reporting that more women visit music news or listening Web sites 
than men. According to the numbers for August, women accounted for 56.1% 
of the site's Web traffic, with 42.5 million unique visitors. Women ages 35 to 60 



were roughly a third 
of the visitors to 
music sites, and of 
that third, women 
ages 35 to 49 made up 
19.2% of all visitors to 
music sites that 
month, the largest 
single group. The top 
three most visited 
sites were AOL Music 
(11.8 million unique 
visitors), Yahoo! Music 
(9.9 million), and MSN 
Music (3.9 million). 







Well, maybe video didn't kill the 
radio star. A new study shows that 
listeners ages 12 and older tune in to 
a total of 21 hours and 57 minutes of 
radio each week. Radio listeners ages 
18 to 34, which account for 27% of 
the sample surveyed, listen to the 
radio about 21.5 hours each week. 

Source: The Nielsen Company 

Apparently we're happier with our 
cable, satellite, and IPTV providers. 
User satisfaction has been sliding 
for the past several years, but the 
latest numbers reveal that overall 
satisfaction is averaging 632 points 
out of 1,000, which is an increase 
of 23 points over last year's all- 
time low of 609. 

Source: J.D. Power & Associates 
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Web-capable TV Sales To Grow 
By 600% By 201 3 

iSuppli expects retail sales of Web-capable TVs to ex- 
plode. By 2013, the industry analysis firm predicts 
that worldwide sales of Web-capable TVs will bal- 
loon up to 87.6 million units, compared to the 14.7 
million that will be sold in 2009. Amid declining LCD 
TV prices, TV makers are looking for ways to differ- 
entiate their products from those of their competi- 
tors, and adding Internet connectivity is quickly 
becoming a favorite way to stand out. iSuppli has de- 
termined that there are more than 85 Web-capable 
TV models currently available in the United States. 



Web-capable TV Sales 
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Rocketfish's New Audio Components 

Get A Rocketboost 

Blastoff! 



Dhe new family of high- 
quality home digital audio 
equipment from Rocket- 
fish takes audio in the 
home theater and beyond 
into an entirely new space. 
Fueled on Rocketfish's new 2.4GHz wire- 
less expandable digital audio Rocket- 
boost technology, this lineup of audio 
components can work separately or 
in tandem to provide users multiple 
paths to widen the home digital audio 



experience via an affordable, easy-to-im- 
plement wireless approach. 

One path helps those who currently have 
a wired home-theater surround-sound 
system transform the setup into a wire- 
less configuration. Path two makes it pos- 
sible to pipe songs from a personal digital 
music collection stored on a computer or 
an MP3 player to other rooms in the 
house. Yet another possibility lets you 
listen to those same computer- or AAP3 



FirstGlimpse 



player-stored songs outdoors. Regardless 
of which direction you want to move 
your digital audio in, Rocketboost tech- 
nology makes the journey quick, easy, 
and wireless. 

Rocketboost Technology 
To The Rescue 

With Rocketboost technology onboard, 
Rocketfish's new audio components offer 
the primary benefit of eliminating the 
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snaking, messy wires required to connect 
the rear and surround-sound speakers in 
a wired home-theater configuration. 
Rocketboost technology also ensures that 
the components won't degrade the per- 
formance levels of audio gear already in 
the home or interfere with other wireless 
equipment operating throughout the 
house. Add it all up, and the Rocket- 
boost technology-powered gear gives 
older speakers, MP3 players, A/V re- 
ceivers, and other multimedia equipment 
an upgraded, wireless lease on life. 

Wireless Surround Sound 

Within the new Rocketboost technology 
family, you'll find four separate but inter- 
twined components, each sporting a 
modern, streamlined design that aestheti- 
cally fits in with the other A/V equipment 
in your home. Heading up the compo- 
nents is the Wireless HD Audio Starter Kit 
($199; www.bestbuy.com/rocketboost), a 
package that includes two components 
working together to eliminate the wires 
connecting an A/V receiver to rear 
speakers in a wired 5.1-channel setup. 
Add a new Wireless Amplified Audio 
Receiver ($99) to the mix, and you can 
also do away with the wires extend- 
ing from the A/V receiver to surround 
speakers in a 7.1-channel config- 
uration if the receiver supports such 
a configuration. 

Both the Wireless HD Audio Starter Kit 
and Wireless Amplified Audio Receiver 
conveniently work with standard speak- 
er wire and auxiliary inputs. Further, in 
addition to delivering uncompressed dig- 
ital audio for high-end listening quality vs. 
analog audio that can produce static, 
Rocketboost technology ensures compat- 
ibility with all audio formats, including 
such advanced digital audio formats as 
Dolby TrueHD and DTS-HD Master 
Audio used in BD (Blu-ray Disc) movies. 
The Rocketboost technology network 
also supports input from five audio 
sources, which you can toggle via a 



Reasons To Rocketboost 

Rocketfish's new Rocketboost technology is the driving force behind its new 
family of audio equipment. Designed to let home users affordably expand how 
they experience digital audio, the Rocketboost line contains four new compo- 
nents that can: 

• Work with existing speakers and other audio equipment 

• Stream uncompressed digital audio with a line-of-sight up to 164 feet 

• Eliminate the rear and surround speaker wires in a 5.1- or 7.1-channel surround- 
sound home-theater configuration 

• Stream digital audio from a computer or an MP3 player to separate rooms 

• Stream that same computer- or MP3 player-stored digital audio for listening in 
the outdoors 



remote control, and up to nine Rocket- 
fish receivers, meaning you can beam 
audio from the basement to the attic and 
all the points in between. 

From The PC To Your Ears 

For those who store their digital music 
collection on a stationary desktop com- 
puter or on an MP3 player but want to 
listen to tracks in other rooms, the 
Wireless Sender/Receiver ($59) is the so- 
lution. Just connect the Wireless Send- 
er/Receiver to a PC or MP3 player and 
connect any speaker set to a second 
Wireless Sender/Receiver or Wireless 
Amplified Audio Receiver that's situated 
in another room. Rocketboost tech- 
nology wirelessly transfers the tunes as 
uncompressed digital audio up to a 164- 
foot line-of-sight. 

Into The Great Outdoors 

Even if Rocketboost technology was lim- 
ited to only indoor use, the technology 
would provide a major boost to what's 
now available in the wireless home digital 
audio arena, particularly for those who 
can't afford to buy new audio equipment 
or are just satisfied with the audio quality 
their existing gear produces. This isn't a 
problem with Rocketfish's new weather- 
resistant Wireless Outdoor Speaker 
($179), however, which breaks free of a 



house's physical barriers to wirelessly take 
audio outside. 

The setup only requires connecting the 
included Wireless Sender/Receiver to an 
indoor audio source and streaming the 
audio to a receiver built into the Wireless 
Outdoor Speaker located outside. Add a 
second Wireless Outdoor Speaker, and 
you're listening in stereo. Whether 
hosting family picnics, barbeques with 
friends, or a summer night of stargazing 
with a significant other, the battery- or 
AC-powered Wireless Outdoor Speaker 
can supply the soundtrack to match your 
outdoor events. 

The Rocketboost 
Technology Way 

Although the Rocketboost technology 
family has the technological prowess to 
work in any home setting, its compo- 
nents are an especially good fit for apart- 
ment dwellers or renters who can't run 
speaker wire through interior walls or 
make other physical alterations. It's also 
well-suited for college students or anyone 
who wants to expand what their current 
audio equipment can do. Regardless of 
setting or purpose, however, Rocketfish's 
new Rocketboost technology-fueled 
lineup supplies the basic wireless building 
blocks to affordably branch out the way 
digital audio is experienced. 123 
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HOW TO BUY. 



A Flat-Panel 
Mount 

Make Your Home Theater Sleek 





D here's no denying that 
mounting LCDs and plas- 
ma flat-panel displays on a 
wall is best from both an 
aesthetic and practical 
standpoint. Setting it up 
this way shows off just 
how thin the panel really is, makes it 
easier to achieve the recommended 
viewing distance, and just looks cool. 

Choose Your Style 

Three different categories of wall mounts 
are available for flat-panel displays: 




low-profile, tilting, and full-motion. 
Low-profile mounts keep the set as flush 
to the wall as possible but offer limited 
or no ability to tilt the HDTV. These 
work well in rooms where you can con- 
trol ambient lighting so that glare 
doesn't interfere with the picture. 

Tilting models mount the set on a hinge 
to let you tilt it up or down a bit, and full- 
motion mounts let you pull the set out 
from the wall, tilt it up or down, and ro- 
tate it left or right. These are excellent op- 
tions when the set is located in a room 
where glare is a problem or in a room 



FLAT-PANEL MOUNTS 



Helpful Hanging 
Knowledge 

• Choose a flat-panel mount that 
fits your viewing needs. 

• Low-profile mounts will place 
your TV flush with your wall but 
offer no movement. 



Tilting mounts will adjust a screen 
up and down. 

Full-motion mounts will give 
vou a wide range of motion — it 



tilted up and down, and rotated 
from side to side. 
Motorized mounts can be con- 
trolled with a remote control, 
making your set situated just right 
without touching the TV. 
Professional installers will take the 
guesswork out of mounting an ex- 
pensive HDTV. 



where people will tend to watch the tele- 
vision in bed or while sitting on the floor 
so the set can be pointed at an angle that 
makes viewing it more comfortable. 
Full-motion mounts are also ideal for 
mounting an HDTV in a corner because 
their arms can extend to give the TV 
clearance from each wall while still letting 
it retain its ability to tilt up and down. 

If you're looking for a top-of-the-line 
setup, look for an advanced mount that 
is motorized. Not only will this offer the 
best of all worlds, but some of these 
models also come with a remote control 
that lets you tilt, swivel, and extend the 
mount without even leaving the couch. 

Leave It To The Pros 

Mounts can be tricky to install, particu- 
larly if you have a large, heavy flat-panel 
display. For that reason, it's a good idea 
to enlist the help of a professional. 
Many CE retailers offer basic flat-panel 
mount install services, but to really help 
elevate your HDTV from the realm of 
electronics to the realm of art, it's wise 
to consider other services such as the 
concealment of your TV and compo- 
nent's wires behind your wall. IS 
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Blu-ray 

The New Definition Of High Def 





atching standard- 
definition content 
on that beautiful 
HDTV is like going 
out to a fancy res- 
taurant and bring- 
ing along a soggy 
PBJ sandwich for your main course. Blu- 
ray is like a full seven-course feast for your 
eyes and ears, but unlike that trip to Chez 
Whatever, this indulgence won't go 
straight to your thighs or love handles. 
Read on for the skinny on the new stan- 
dard in home entertainment and how 
Blu-ray can change the way you watch. 

Entertainment Evolved 

Blu-ray is the newest physical media 
format for HD content, like DVD and 
VHS formats were before for standard- 
definition content. The current peak 
resolution for HDTVs, 1080p, is one of 
Blu-ray's core specifications, meaning 
when you buy a movie on BD (Blu-ray 
Disc), you can be sure you're getting the 
best and most immersive viewing expe- 
rience possible. But in addition to the 
superior audio and visual performance, 
Blu-ray's advanced features will blow 
you away, like Bonus View, which is pic- 
ture-in-picture viewing, and BD-Live, 
which lets your BD player access Web- 
based content. 

BD Essentials 

A Blu-ray player is one of the indispens- 
able components of your home-theater 
setup that enables you to watch BD 
movies. BD players can also play back 
DVDs, so purchasing one won't neces- 
sarily add to the wire clutter behind your 
entertainment center. BD players utilize 



10 November 2009 / FirstGlimpseMag.com 




HDMI (High-Definition Multimedia 
Interface) ports and cabling, which are ca- 
pable of passing digital surround-sound 
audio and HD video between an HDTV 
and BD player, which also significantly 
cuts down on the amount of cabling 
you need. Some BD players also support 
additional features such as CinemaNow, 



How To Buy A 
Blu-ray Disc 
Player 

• Choose a BD player that features 
enough audio and video connec- 
tors for equipment you have now 
or may purchase in the near future. 

• Get some hands-on time in-store 



the BD player's advanced features 
to determine ease of use. 
BD players that support Profile 
2.0 can handle all of Blu-ray's 
bells and whistles. 
For the best audio performance, 
make sure the BD player sup- 
ports Dolby TrueHD and DTS- 




which lets you rent movies digitally. 
Check out pages 11 and 12 for players 
currently available. 

Blu-ray Disc media look nearly identical 
to DVDs, but unlike the older format, 
they can store more than 9 hours of HD 
video on a 50GB disc or more than 23 
hours of SD video on a 50GB disc. The 
audio you enjoy in movies on DVD is 
commonly compressed from its native 
format, but thanks to BD's extra capacity, 
movie studios can release BD movies with 
uncompressed audio, so you get the op- 
timal listening experience. To see the 
latest BD movie releases that you can pair 
with your BD player, see page 72. 

Blu-ray also features HDCP (High-band- 
width Digital Content Protection) tech- 
nology, which is an antipiracy scheme. 
Luckily, all the Blu-ray players, HDTVs, 
and HDMI cables you'll find are HDCP- 
compliant, meaning that you'll always 
get a rock-solid entertainment experi- 
ence with these components. To take 
your entertainment experience to the 
next level, Blu-ray is the best way. IS 

by Andrew Leibman 
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New BD Players 
From Samsung 




The Latest Trio 




ne year ago, sub-$200 BD (Blu-ray Disc) players were a novelty. They also were nothing to crow about. 

Times have changed. Three new players, ranging from a budget-friendly $199.99 to a modest $349.99, are now 
available from Samsung (www.samsung.com). Each can connect to the Internet for movie downloads and more, 
and each has the technical chops to play every type of BD content. 



Samsung BD-P1600 

The entry-level model in Samsung's 
new series of BD players features built- 
in Web and USB connectivity. And when 
you attach the BD-P1600 ($199.99) to 
your wired or powerline network, you'll 
be able to access and stream Netflix 
and Blockbuster movie rentals, Pan- 
dora Internet radio, and online bonus 
content with BD-Live compatible 
movie discs. 



and 7.1-channel surround sound over 
HDMI. Plus, 1080p HD video lets it 
tackle anything Blu-ray Discs can throw 
at it, and Samsung's BDWise keeps 
movie dialogue synced to the video. 

Samsung BD-P3600 

Samsung's Touch of Color design fea- 
ture graces this intriguingly chiseled BD 
player with a Touch of Grey. Starting 
with the capabilities and features of its 



strives to keep the picture bright, steady, 
smooth, and free of video noise. 

Samsung BD-P4600 

Samsung's new flagship, the BD-P4600 
($349.99), has a rather exotic look and a 
thickness of just more than an inch and a 
half. This player gets the Touch of Color 
treatment with a scarlet accent. Samsung 
designed it to be mountable on a wall or 
other vertical surface, which opens up in- 




Or, with an optional Samsung LinkStick 
($79.99), you can connect the player to 
your wireless network. This can be 
much easier to set up than running an 
Ethernet cable from your router to your 
home theater, and it may be less expen- 
sive than creating a powerline network. 

Sound-wise, the BD-P1600's audio 
format support runs the gamut, all the 
way up to DTS-HD Master Audio 
Essential and Dolby TrueHD. Likewise, it 
has support for an HDMI 1.3 connection 



little brother the BD-P1600, the BD- 
P3600 ($299.99) is Wi-Fi-ready and in- 
cludes 7.1-channel audio outputs. 

This middleweight contender packs 1GB 
of memory for your BD-Live downloads. 
Moreover, it can play media files you've 
stored on your networked computers on 
your TV and stream Pandora or Netflix. 
There's DivX-SD support for SD movies 
stored in this efficiently compressed 
format. Through it all, Samsung's VQE 
(Video Quality Enhancement) technology 



teresting aesthetic possibilities for a home 
theater. Of course, it can rest horizontally 
like a more traditional player, too. 

The BD-P4600 incorporates all the Wi- 
Fi/Ethernet/USB connectivity of the BD- 
P1600 and BD-P3600, giving you a 
streaming channel for your media files 
as well as access to BD-Live content, 
Pandora, and Netflix. Moreover, it builds 
on its siblings' audio-visual talents with 
the addition of support for high-defini- 
tion DivX-HD. IS 
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A Wireless 
Entertainment Hub 

Insignia's Advanced Series 
Connected Blu-ray Disc Player 




hen researching BD 
(Blu-ray Disc) play- 
ers before making 
a purchase, you're 
bound to create a 
mental checklist of 
the features you 
want to have. The Advanced Series player 
from Insignia (www.bestbuy.com) will 
check every box on many shoppers' wish 
lists, and it does so at a fairly decent price. 

Connectivity Options 

The hot trend in BD players these days is 
not just Internet connectivity, but wire- 
less Internet connectivity. Insignia ad- 
dresses this increasingly must-have 
feature by building Wi-Fi network access 
right into its Advanced Series BD player, 
along with a port for wired Ethernet. The 
encryption-compatible wireless capa- 
bility makes it easy for you to set up a se- 
cure connection through your Wi-Fi 
router. Moreover, with Wi-Fi, you won't 
have to worry about stringing a cable to 
your living room or installing additional 
equipment behind your TV stand. 

If you're wondering why on Earth you 
would want your BD player to have a 
Web connection, consider this: There's 
more than one way to play high-defini- 
tion entertainment on it. Besides pop- 
ping in Blu-ray Discs, you'll be able to 
download and stream more than 17,000 
movies and TV shows with a subscrip- 
tion to Netflix. Speaking of discs, if you 
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play a movie that's compatible with BD- 
Live (BD Profile 2.0), this Insignia player 
will let you access online bonus content 
such as games, additional commentary, 
and previews of movies in a similar vein. 

There's yet another way to feed the 
Insignia Advanced Series BD player the 
media you want to see. Its USB 2.0 port 
lets you plug in a flash memory drive 
with your digital photos and music files 
stored on it. The player can display your 
JPEG and PNG photo files on your TV, 
and even turn them into musical slide- 



Main Points 

• Wi-Fi connectivity makes 
Internet access easy 

• You can watch Netflix movies as 
they download and stream 

• Enjoy slideshows of your photos 
and music on a USB flash drive 
or disc 

• Support for top 7.1 -channel audio 
formats and BD-Live let you expe- 



shows using the MP3 and WMA songs 
located on your flash drive. 

Supported Audio & 
Video Formats 

As for other aspects of BD playback, 
this Insignia covers a lot of the bases. It 
supports even the high-end Dolby 
TrueHD and DTS Master Audio for- 
mats in 7.1 -channel surround sound. It 
can display the more lifelike hues of 
BDs mastered in Deep Color, and it 
can upconvert DVDs to 1080p Full HD 
resolution, too. The player also sup- 
ports picture-in-picture playback with 
compatible BDs. 

The Insignia Advanced Series Con- 
nected Blu-ray Disc Player sports a fair 
array of output jacks, too. There's 
HDMI for the best picture and sound, 
plus Component and Composite video 
outputs for compatibility with older 
TVs. Its coaxial and optical digital out- 
puts can handle surround sound, too. 
Finally, there are analog stereo outputs 
for legacy speaker sets. \H 
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THINGS TO KNOW 



INTERNET-CONNECTED BD PLAYERS 



Q 



What features do Internet-connected BD players offer 
that aren't available on traditional BD players? 



You can access exclusive content, such as extra com- 
mentary and bonus scenes, on an Internet-connected 
player as well as popular Web services, including portals for 
news and weather forecasts and online videos. 

What equipment do I need to connect my BD player 
to the Internet? 



Q 



You'll need a broadband Internet connection. All 
Internet-connected BD players feature a wired port, 
which will run an Ethernet cable from your router to the BD 
player, but some can also connect over Wi-Fi. 



Q 



Besides extra content, are there other benefits to an 
Internet-connected BD player? 



The online connection lets the BD player receive 
firmware updates, which can fix bugs in the BD soft- 
ware and keep your player up-to-date. The updates may also 
add new features. 



Q 



What types of extras can be found on Blu-ray Discs 
that feature BD-Live content? 



Yes, common download options include ringtones 
and movie previews. Some Internet-connected BD 
players integrate 1MB or 2MB of storage space, while 
others let you connect a memory card or flash drive to 
store special features. 



Q 



Can I surf the Web (like on a PC) with an Internet- 
connected BD player? 



No, the online connection is designed only for 
using the Web features included on the BD player 
and some Blu-ray Discs. 



Q 



What online services can I use to stream movies and 
TV shows to my player? 



Some models can stream movies from Netflix, which 
requires a subscription, while other Internet-con- 
nected BD players let you rent or buy movies from Amazon 
Video On Demand. 



Q 



Which Internet radio stations are currently available 
on Internet-connected BD players? 



The features are limited only by what the film's distrib- 
utor wants to offer. Popular features include ringtones, 
CineChat for IMing friends while watching the movie, and in- 
teractive and trivia games about the movie. 



Some models can access Pandora's Internet radio, 
which lets you create a customized playlist based on a 
musical group, song, or genre. 



QCan I access the BD-Live features without 
having the movie disc? 

No, BD-Live features are exclusive to select BD movie ti- 
tles, so you'll need to have a disc with BD-Live and an 
Internet-connected player to access the special features. 



Q 



Can I download content to my Internet-connected 
BD player? 



Q 



Can I search through and play Web videos from 
YouTube with my player? 

Yes, most players that have Web access will let you 
browse YouTube videos. 



Q 



Can I view online photos? 



Yes, some BD players can access photos stored 
on Picasa, which is a free Web photo-editing tool 
from Google. 
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HDTVs 

Screen Technology 
Differences 

LCD (liquid-crystal display) 



LCDs can use one of two 
backlight technologies. CCFLs 
(cold cathode fluorescent 
lamps) are the most common, 
but LEDs are the latest back- 
light technology to hit the 
LCD scene. (See the "LED" 
section for more info on 
LED TVs.) 
Pros 

• The thin profiles and light 
weight of LCDs make them 
easy to mount on a wall. 

• Power demands are a bit 
lower than comparably 
sized plasma displays and 
considerably lower than 
CRT televisions. 

Cons 

• Fast-moving images may 
suffer from a slight trailer 
effect, but with improved 



LCD technology, the effect 
is barely perceptible. 

• When pixels stick on or off, 
they show up as either a 
pinpoint of bright light or 
black, which can be dis- 
tracting on-screen. 

• From certain viewing an- 
gles, LCDs will lose video 
contrast and color. 

• LCDs with CCFL back- 
lighting suffer from 
leaking light, and unlike 
LEDs, they can't dim cer- 
tain areas on-screen. This 
may result in blacks and 
whites that appear to be 
more gray in color. 

Best For 

• Streaming PC content 

• Bright, sunny rooms 
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LED (light-emitting diode) 



LED TVs are actually a type 
of LCD TV. These sets use 
one of two LED backlight 
technologies: 

• Full-array lighting places 
LEDs behind the screen in 
a grid pattern, letting the 
TV dim certain LEDs for 
the best contrast ratios 
available. 

• Edge-lit sets have LEDs 
placed around the frame 
of the TV, and light is di- 
rected toward the center 
of the screen. Edge-lit 
models cost less than 
full-array sets and are a 
lot thinner. 

Pros 

• By using LEDs, these sets 
use a lot less electricity 
than other HDTVs, and 



they don't contain harm- 
ful mercury. 

• Overall, LED TVs are one- 
third thinner than other 
LCD TVs and have longer 
life spans. 

• Plasmas are well-known for 
their deep blacks and crisp 
whites and fast response 
times, but LED TVs closely 
match in performance. 

Cons 

• These sets are costly be- 
cause they feature a rela- 
tively new technology. 

• Blooming, or a halo effect, 
may encircle bright images 
that are on dark back- 
grounds. 

Best For 

• Eco-conscious viewers 

• Fast-paced gaming 



Plasma 



Pros 

• A plasma TV's phosphors light up 
evenly across the screen to create 
images, which are consistently 
bright and clear with vibrant 
colors. 

• The contrast ratio is high, so you'll see 
some of the darkest blacks and 
brightest whites. 



The design and technology of 

plasma TVs lend themselves to 

large screen sizes— typically 50 

inches or greater. 

Rapid pixel response means no 

blurry motion. 

Wide viewing angles give you the 

same high-quality images on-screen 

no matter where in the room you 

happen to be sitting. 



Cons 

• Some plasmas are susceptible to image 
burn-in if not cared for properly. 

• Low air pressure and high altitudes 
may cause plasmas to buzz. 

• Some plasmas have highly reflective 
glass, which isn't ideal in sunny settings. 

Best For 

• Large groups who watch TV together 

• Movies or sports with nonstop action 



RPTV (rear-projection TV) 

Pros 

• RPTVs are surprisingly lightweight for 
their sizes. 

• You'll find exceptional picture quality 
on very big screens (65 inches and 
larger). 



• As screens get bigger, RPTVs tend to 
be more cost-effective than an LCD, 
LED, or plasma TV. 

Cons 

• With depths of 16 to 24 inches, these 
TVs are far too big and bulky to 
mount on a wall. 
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• RPTVs require lamp replacements 
every few years. 

Best For 

• Anyone who wants to bring a cine- 
matic experience home 

• Big, roomy home theaters 
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Which LCD TV Is Best For You? 

o you've decided to get an LCD TV. The next step is deciding which LCD TV to invest in. With all the models on today's market, 
you want to be sure the model you select is the best for you and your family. Refer to this chart for further help when shopping. 



Size 



Dimensions; 
Weight*** 



Native 
resolution 



Viewing 
angle 



Inputs 



Outputs 



Refresh rate** 




What It Means 



The diag- 
onal mea- 
surement 
of the TV's 
screen 



Height x width 
x depth; how 
much the TV 
weighs 



A fixed TV reso- 
lution; images 
are best dis- 
played in the na- 
tive resolution 



The maximum 
angle at which 
the viewer can 
see the screen 
clearly 



Inputs let you 
connect your 
components 
to your TV 



Outputs transfer 
information from 
your TV to periph- 
erals, such as audio 
to speakers 



Speed at which a 
screen is redrawn 
every second 




Panasonic VIERA 
TC-L37X1 

MSRP: $799.95* 
SKU 9235124 



37 
inches 



22.8x36.1 x 
3.9 inches; 
36 pounds 
(with stand) 



720p 



1 78 degrees 



3 HDMI; 1 DVI; 1 
S- Video; 1 Com- 
ponent; 2 Com- 
posite; 1 PC; 1 RF 



1 audio 



60Hz 




Toshiba Regza 
42ZV650U 

MSRP: $1,299.99* 
SKU 9267125 



42 
inches 



26.1x41.6x 
3.7 inches; 
42.5 pounds 



1080p 



N/A 



4 HDMI; 

2 Component; 2 

Composite; 

1 S-Video; 1 PC 



1 audio 



120Hz 




LG 42LH50 

MSRP: $1,699* 
SKU 9321637 



42 
inches 



25.9x41. 4x 
3.6 inches; 
37.9 pounds 



1080p 



1 78 degrees 



4 HDMI; 2 Com- 
ponent; 2 Com- 
posite; 1 RF; 1 
USB; 1 LAN 



1 audio 



120Hz 




Samsung 
LN46B640 

MSRP: $1,899* 
SKU 9293506 



46 
inches 



30.4x46.1 x 
3.1 inches; 
44.8 pounds 



1080p 



N/A 



4 HDMI; 2 
Component; 2 
Composite; 2 
USB; 1 PC 



N/A 



120Hz 







Sharp Aquos 
LC-52LE700UN 

MSRP: $2,499.99* 
SKU 9514153 



52 
inches 



30.1x48.7x 
3.7 inches; 
50.7 pounds 



1080p 



1 76 degrees 



4 HDMI;; 1 S-Video; 
2 HD Component; 
2 Composite; 1 RS- 
232C; 1 PC 



N/A 



120Hz 




Sony Bravia 
KDL-55V5100 

MSRP: $2,599.99* 
SKU 9476373 



55 
inches 



33.8x52.6x 
4.6 inches; 
75.2 pounds 



1080p 



178 degrees 



4 HDMI; 2 Com- 
ponent; 2 Com- 
posite; 1 S-Video; 1 
USB; 1 RF; 1 PC 



1 audio 



120Hz 




Mitsubishi 
LT-46249 

MSRP: $2,799" 
SKU 9427211 



46 
inches 



28x42x3 
inches; 68.6 
pounds 



1080p 



N/A 



4 HDMI; 3 
Composite; 3 
Component; 1 
RF 



2 audio 



120Hz 




Sony Bravia 
KDL-46XBR8 

MSRP: $3,699.99* 
SKU 8996508 



46 
inches 



27x49.6x 5.7 
inches; 71.6 
pounds 



1080p 



1 78 degrees 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
***Unless specified, this is without stand 
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4 hdmi; is- 1 audio 120Hz 

Video; 2 Com- 
ponent; 1 PC; 1 
USB; 1 SD 



Comparing refresh rates between plasma and LCD TVs is like comparing 

apples to oranges. For more in-depth information about refresh rates, 

I please ask a sales associate^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
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Which Plasma TV Is Best For You? 

I f you're planning on buying a plasma HDTV, it might be hard to decide on one just by looking at a wall of gorgeous sets. Refer to 
I this chart for further help when shopping. 



Size 



Dimensions; 
Weight*** 



Native 
resolution 



Viewing 
angle 



Inputs 



Outputs 



Refresh rate** 



What It Means 



The diag- 
onal mea- 
surement 
of the TV's 
screen 



Height x width 
x depth; How 
much the TV 
weighs 



A fixed TV reso- 
lution; images 
are best dis- 
played in the na- 
tive resolution 



The maximum 
angle at which 
the viewer can 
see the screen 
clearly 



Inputs let 
you connect 
your com- 
ponents to 
your TV 



Outputs transfer 
information from 
your TV to pe- 
ripherals, such as 
audio to speakers 



Speed at 
which a screen 
is redrawn 
every second 



Insignia 
NS-P42Q10A 

MSRP: $599.99* 
SKU 9299822 



42 
inches 



26x41.5x3 
inches; 54.2 
pounds 



720p 



160 
degrees 



2 HDMI; 1 
Composite; 2 
Component; 1 
RF 



2 audio 



600Hz 




Samsung 
PN42B450 

MSRP: $799.99* 
SKU 9235259 



42 
inches 



26x41.6x2.9 
inches; 61.3 
pounds 



720p 



N/A 



3 HDMI; 1 
Composite; 1 
PC 



N/A 



600Hz 




Panasonic VIERA 
TCP42X1 

MSRP: $899.95* 
SKU 9219213 



42 
inches 



N/A 



720p 



N/A 



3 HDMI; 1 S- 
Video; 2 Com- 
ponent; 2 
Composite 



1 audio 



600Hz 




Panasonic VIERA 
TCP50X1 

MSRP: $1,099.95* 
SKU 9219062 



50 
inches 



32.125x48x 
4.13 inches; 
75 pounds 



720p 



N/A 



3 HDMI; 1 S- 
Video; 2 Com- 
ponent; 2 
Composite 



1 audio 



600Hz 




Samsung 
PN50B450 

MSRP: $1,199.99* 
SKU 9239371 



50 
inches 



29.5x48.1x 
2.9 inches; 
77.2 
pounds 



720p 



N/A 



3 HDMI; 1 

Composite; 

1PC 



N/A 



600Hz 



Insignia 
NS-P502Q-10A 

MSRP: $1,199.99* 
SKU 9299886 



50 
inches 



32x48.4x 
11.8 inches; 
72.7 
pounds 



1080p 



160 
degrees 



2 HDMI; 2 
Component; 1 
Composite; 
1RF 



2 audio 



600Hz 



Pioneer KURO 
PDP-6020FD 

MSRP: $3,999* 
SKU 8867871 



60 
inches 



34.5x57x3 
inches; 112 
pounds 



1080p 



N/A 



4 HDMI; 1 
Component; 3 
Composite; 
1 S-Video 



2 audio 



N/A 



Pioneer KURO 
PRCM51FD 

MSRP: $6,500* 
SKU 8869174 



60 
inches 



34.5x57.7x 
3.9 inches; 
112 pounds 



1080p 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
***Unless specified, this is without stand 
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N/A 4 HDMI; 1 N/A N/A 

Component; 
3 Composite; 
1 S-Video 



^Comparing refresh rates between plasma and LCD TVs is like comparing 
apples to oranges. For more in-depth information about refresh rates, 
please ask a sales associate. 
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MITSUBISHI 
ELECTRIC 

DIGITAL TELEVISIONS 



LCD HDTV 

Surround Sound Simplified 





Mitsubishi 249 Series 
Unisen Immersive 
Sound LCD HDTV 

MSRP: 46-inch model $2,599 

SKU: 9427211 

MSRP: 52-inch model $3,099 

SKU: 9427284 

www.mitsubishi-tv.com 



Quick Overview 

The Mitsubishi 249 Diamond Series of LCD TVs 
enhances viewers' lives while simultaneously sim- 
plifying them. Beyond lush 1080p video on a back- 
lit screen with enhancements such as ISFccc 
Certified Video Calibration, Variable Smooth240 
Film Motion, and Plush 1080p 5G 18-bit digital 
video processing, these Internet-ready TVs output 
superior 5.1 -channel surround sound through a 
16-speaker array built into an ultra-thin design. 

Perfect For 

Those who want concert-quality Dolby Digital 
5.1 -channel surround sound without the cost and 
clutter of separate audio components. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Dolby Digital 5.1 -channel surround sound via 1 6 2W speakers 

• Dual Driver Extended Range Sound via two 1 0W speakers 

• VUDU™ Integrated 1080p Video 

• Variable Smooth240 Film Motion eliminates blurring in fast action 

• New Plush 1080p 5G 18-bit digital video processing 

• New ISFccc Certified Video Calibration and Advanced Video Calibration 
Mode, Sound Projector Calibration Microphone, Super Contrast Panel, 
and Jade activity-based user interface 

• SharpEdge, DeepField Imager, PerfectColor, PerfectTint, 6-Color Processor 

Coolest Feature 

During configuration, a graphical user interface lets users enter precise 
room dimensions to calculate and set optimized audio specifically for the 
room, as well as adjust traits for each of the five surround channels. 
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LED TV AQUOS L 

Sharp's LE700 Series: Brighter Blacker Greener 




Sharp LE700 Series 
LED TV 

MSRP: 46-inch model $1,999 

SKU: 9514359 

MSRP: 52-inch model $2,499 

SKU: 9514153 

www.sharp.com 



Quick Overview 

The LG46LE700UN and LG52LE700UN AQUOS 
LED models combine incredibly bright and vivid 
picture quality with the lowest power consump- 
tion of any LCD TV on the market today. Sharp 
developed a new X-GEN LCD panel to comple- 
ment its proprietary UltraBrilliant Full Array LED 
backlight system, delivering very high contrast, 
deep black levels, and uniform brightness. 

Perfect For 

Eco-conscious TV buyers who are looking for 
high performance at a great value. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Full Array LED Backlight system provides uniform brightness and colors 

• Sharp's top performing X-GEN LCD technology enables high contrast 

• UltraBrilliant LED Backlight system delivers vivid images, deep blacks 

• Full HD 1080p resolution with 120Hz Fine Motion Enhanced for 
fine detail 

• Lowest power consumption LCD-TVs available, saving energy costs 

• Exceeds Energy Star's power reduction standard by over 50% 

• AQUOS Net unites the personalized convenience of the Internet with 
entertainment and online real-time customer support 

• USB Photo viewer enables the enjoyment of still images and MP3 music 

Coolest Feature 

OPC automatically adjusts the screen brightness to reproduce the best 
picture quality, reduces stress on the eyes, and conserves energy. 



Available in Magnolia Home Theater and at BestBuy.com 
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Accessories & Services 



s you head toward the HDTV section of your 
local consumer electronics store, you'll in- 
variably pass shelves of bland-looking HDTV 
accessories. Sure, these accessories have multichannel 
audio, gold-plated connectors, nitrogen-injected insu- 
lation, and fully articulating mounting arms, but they 




can't compete visually with their big-screen flat-panel 
HDTV counterparts. Despite outward appearances, 
however, there are a handful of accessories that are 
vital to getting the most from your HDTV. The follow- 
ing is a rundown of accessories we recommend to 
complete your home-theater setup. B3 



1 



WALL MOUNTS & BRACKETS 

O Let you view your HDTV from the best possible angle 

Adjust your TV's position by tilting it up or down as needed 
O Maximize space in your viewing room by hanging up your TV 

HDMI CABLES 



Carry uncompressed digital audio and video signals to and from 
your HDTV and its components 

Shielding in higher-end models eliminates interference from 
other components 

Well-built connectors ensure a snug stable fit 

v , 

CLEANING KIT 

Protects your HDTV's screen by using specially formulated 
sprays and cloths while cleaning it 
Eliminates the danger of scratching delicate screens 
No-drip formulas prevent damaging other home- 
theater equipment 

CORD-CONCEALMENT KIT 



Hide multiple cords while keeping them organized 
Minimize cord clutter, especially with wall-mounted sets 
Keep the focus on your new HDTV, not the cords connected 
to it 



UNIVERSAL REMOTE CONTROL 

! Simplify your home-theater setup with one remote that can 
control all of your components 
Program different functions so that you will be able to, for 
example, watch a movie by pressing just one button 
Easily view options in the dark with a backlit LCD 



SURGE PROTECTORS/POWER CONDITIONERS 

Protect your home theater from potential damage by using a 
surge protector that will absorb electrical fluctuations 
Filter out "dirty power" (also known as electrical "noise" or 
radio interference) that can degrade your home theater's audio 
and video with a power conditioner 
Have peace of mind knowing that your home theater will give 
you its peak performance for the longest amount of time 

SURROUND-SOUND SYSTEM 

Maximize your HDTV experience with theater-like audio 
Feel like you're in the movie scene instead of just watching it 
Even out softer and louder programming with an equalizer 

TV STANDS 



Offer flexibility if you're unable to mount your HDTV on the wall 
Available in a variety of finishes to match any decor 
Provide a place for additional home-theater equipment 



HOME-THEATER SERVICES 

A home theater is a pretty big investment, so it's wise to 
consider letting a professional handle your installation and 
setup. Let your local CE retailer tackle the following tasks, 
and you'll be able to enjoy the full glory of HD in no time. 

Home Theater In-Home Consultation 

TV Recycling 

TV Calibration 

TV Mounting & Cord Concealment 

Remote Control Programming 

Speaker Setup 
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Nikon D5000 D-SLR 
$679.95 (body only) 
$799.95 (kit with lens) 



Nikon COOLPIX S70 
$349.95 



Photography Made Easy 

Nikon's D5000 D-SLR & COOLPIX S70 Cameras 



Bar too often, it seems that 
our creativity is limited by 
the capabilities of our cam- 
eras. But Nikon's D5000 D- 
SLR ($679.95 body only or 
$799.95 kit with lens); and 
COOLPIX S70 cameras ($349.95), include 
the capabilities you need to capture 
beautiful images. For complete product 
information, visit www.nikonusa.com. 

Meet The D5000 D-SLR 

Nikon's D5000 includes intuitive and in- 
structive controls, perfect for first-time 



D-SLR owners. And it offers photo capa- 
bilities that will enhance your ability to 
capture the moment in perfect detail. For 
instance, the D5000 features a 2.7-inch, 
Vari-angle Live View color monitor that 
you can flip up, down, or to the side — 
giving you the freedom to capture images 
while you hold the camera above your 
head, low to the ground, or at other cre- 
ative angles — letting you shoot from new 
and interesting perspectives. 

The Vari-angle monitor also serves as the 
live-action viewfinder for shooting in the 
D5000's 720p HD video mode. Capturing 



IFirstGlimpsel 



vivid, smooth 24fps movie clips of family 
and friends can be enjoyed and shared on 
their own and can also be easily woven 
together with stunning D5000 still im- 
ages. To start capturing HD video memo- 
ries, all you need to do is change the 
camera's dial to D-Movie mode. 

In terms of photos, the D5000 offers 19 
scene modes that take the guess work 
out of choosing camera settings to get 
great-looking shots. All you need to do is 
select from one of the available Scene 
Modes, and the camera does the rest for 
you. So during family get-togethers, you 
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can use the Night Portrait mode to snap 
group shots in front of the fireplace that 
capture the warmth of the setting beau- 
tifully. Other tricky exposures like this 
are aided by Nikon's Scene Recognition 
System that, along with the D5000's 3-D 
Color Matrix Metering, analyzes condi- 
tions to determine precise exposures 
automatically, so you won't miss a single 
memorable moment, such as the grand- 
kids unwrapping their presents. 

The D5000 includes plenty of other fea- 
tures that will help you achieve great 
looking images. For enhanced picture de- 
tail, the Nikon D5000 includes Active 
D-Lighting, which effectively expands dy- 
namic range to better reveal detail that's 
often lost in dark shadows and over- 
exposed highlights. An ISO sensitivity 
range of 200 to 3200 also gives you plenty 
of freedom to shoot true-to-life photos in 
both low-light and overly bright areas. 

With Nikon's EXPEED image processing 
and other Nikon high-speed technologies, 
you'll get the shots that other cameras 
often miss. Thanks to its split-second 
shutter response, shutter lag disappears, 
and with continuous shooting at up to 
4fps, dramatic action shots and fleeting 
expressions can be captured perfectly. 

Meet The COOLPIXS70 

If you're looking for a stylish digital 
camera packed with functionality this 



GPS Geotagging 

If you're looking for a fun way to map your travels, Nikon's optional GP-1 GPS 
($265) unit can connect to the D5000 D-SLR and keep track of the latitude, longi- 
tude, altitude, and time at which each of your photos was captured. This geotag 
data will also allow you to view your pictures on a map with Nikon's free ViewNX 
software and My Picturetown online storage and sharing service. • 



holiday season, the compact COOLPIX 
S70 camera is sure to be a hit with any 
photographer in your life. The S70 fea- 
tures a large 3.5-inch OLED screen 
that's touch-sensitive, giving you the 
ability to scroll through pictures with a 
finger swipe. You can also select one of 
16 scene modes with the touchscreen 
and zoom in and crop your photos by 
pinching your fingers together on the 
screen to view enlarged areas. 

Besides the touchscreen control, pho- 
tographers will also appreciate the 
COOLPIX S70's Five-Way VR Image 
Stabilization, which combines the ben- 
efits of optical and electronic image 
stabilization to reduce the chances of 
a photo turning out blurry. Addition- 
ally, the COOLPIX S70 also includes a 
Motion Detection feature that senses 
movement and tweaks the camera's 
shutter speed and ISO setting to coun- 
teract the movement in order to pro- 
duce crisp-looking images. And similar 
to the D5000 D-SLR, the COOLPIX S70 
also includes Nikon's D-Lighting fea- 
ture, which brings back the details and 
colors that are often lost when you 
shoot in dark or bright settings. 



For photographing friends and family, 
Nikon has built its Smart Portrait 
System into the COOLPIX S70. This con- 
sists of face-priority autofocus, which 
can detect up to 12 faces to make sure 
the entire group is seen with clarity. 
People with large families will be 
thankful for the Blink Proof function, 
which shoots two pictures and auto- 
matically saves the one where every- 
one's eyes are open, preventing you 
from having to take photo after photo 
to get a great shot. The COOLPIX S70 
also offers a Blink Warning that will alert 
you when someone may have blinked. 

With 12.1 MP, the COOLPIX S70 gives you 
the ability to blow up images up to 16x 
20 prints, which is perfect for any big 
group portraits you want to create this 
holiday season. The S70 also features a 5X 
wide-angle zoom so that you have the 
freedom to frame faraway subjects. For 
those moments you want to capture in 
their entirety, you can record HD video 
at 720p. While the S70 is packed with 
plenty of advanced features, it offers a 
slim 0.8-inch design and only weighs 4.9 
ounces, making it the perfect size to take 
with you anywhere. 03 



D5000 D-SLR Highlights 



12.3MPDX-format 
CMOS image sensor 

2.7-inch Vari-angle 
Live View monitor 

19 scene modes & Scene 
Recognition System 

720p HDD-Movie 
Mode with sound 

EXPEED image pro- 
cessing and 3D Color 
Matrix Metering 




COOLPIX S70 Highlights 



EEE3 



12.1MP with 5X wide- 
angle optical zoom 

3.5-inch OLED 
touchscreen 

Five-Way VR Image 
Stabilization System 

Nikon Smart 
Portrait System 

HD movies with 
sound at 720p 
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Find The Nikon COOLPIX That Fits Your Life 



Nikon 

At the heart of the image 



Nikon's COOLPIX cameras won't let you miss the joy in life, thanks to their fast start-up time, shutter speed, and auto 
focus. Each COOLPIX offers an ultra-compact and stylish design that will deliver sharp and colorful photo results with 
its NIKKOR lens. With a wide range of Nikon COOLPIX cameras available, it couldn't be easier to find a camera that can 
keep up with your photography needs. 



Product Name 


Nikon 


Nikon 


Nikon 


Nikon 


Nikon 


Nikon 


Nikon 


Nikon 




COOLPIX L20 


COOLPIX S220 


COOLPIX S570 


COOLPIX S230 


COOLPIX L100 


COOLPIX S630 


COOLPIX S70 


COOLPIX P90 


SKU 


9220167 


9220185 


9455369 


9220201 


9220229 


9223734 


9455412 


9223743 




tti 




gp 


■SH 


m 


m 


■1 


■ 




Additional 




| 9224519 


■ 9463699 


9225224 




■ 9225279 


■ 9463662 




Colors Available 




■ 9224494 

■ 9224528 


■ 9464616 
9464661 


■ 9225215 

■ 9225233 




■ 9225242 

■ 9225251 






MSRP* 

Resolution 

Zoom 


$119.95 


$149.95 


$199.95 


$199.95 


$249.95 


$249.95 


$349.95 


$399.95 


10MP 


10MP 


12MP 


10MP 


10MP 


12MP 


12MP 


12.1MP 


3.6X optical; 


3X optical; 


5X optical; 


3X optical; 


15X optical; 


7X optical; 


5X optical; 


24X optical; 


LCD Monitor 


4X digital 


4X digital 


4X digital 


4X digital 


4X digital 


4X digital 


4X digital 


4X digital 


3 inch 


2.5 inch 


2.7 inch 


3 inch 


3 inch 


2.7 inch 


3.5-inch OLED 


3-inch tilt and 


Internal Memory & 
















swivel LCD 


20MB internal 


44MB internal 


47MB internal 


44MB internal 


44MB internal 


44MB internal 


20MB internal 


47MB internal 


Compatible Cards 

ISO 

Shooting Modes 


&SD/SDHC 


&SD/SDHC 


&SD/SDHC 


&SD/SDHC 


&SD/SDHC 


&SD/SDHC 


&SD/SDHC 


&SD/SDHC 


Up to 1600 


Up to 2000 


Up to 3200 


Up to 2000 


Up to 3200 


Up to 6400 


Up to 6400 


Up to 6400 


6 Scene Auto 


6 Scene Auto 


6 Scene Auto 


6 Scene Auto 


6 Scene Auto 


6 Scene Auto 


6 Scene Auto 


16 Scene Modes, 




Selector 


Selector 


Selector 


Selector 


Selector 


Selector 


Selector 


Programmed 




Modes, 16 


Modes, 1 6 


Modes, 1 6 


Modes, 1 7 


Modes, 1 6 


Modes, 1 6 


Modes, 1 7 


Auto, Shutter- 




Scene Modes, 


Scene Modes, 


Scene Modes, 


Scene Modes, 


Scene Modes, 


Scene Modes, 


Scene Modes, 


Priority Auto, 




plus Auto 


plus Auto 


plus Auto 


plus Auto 


plus Auto 


plus Auto 


plus Auto 


Aperture-pri- 
ority Auto, and 


Movie Mode 
Touch-Panel 
















Manual 


Yes 


Yes 


Yes 


Yes 


Yes 


Yes 


Yes(HD) 


Yes 


No 


No 


No 


Yes 


No 


No 


Yes 


No 


Control 
Battery Type 


















2 AA batteries 


Li-Ion recharge- 


Li-Ion recharge- 


Li-Ion recharge- 


4 AA batteries 


Li-Ion recharge- 


Li-Ion recharge- 


Li-Ion recharge- 


Battery Life 




able battery 


able battery 


able battery 




able battery 


able battery 


able battery 


240 shots with 


180 shots 


220 shots 


160 shots 


350 shots with 


220 shots 


200 shots 


200 shots 




alkaline, 630 








alkaline, 900 










shots lithium- 








shots lithium- 










ion 








ion 









* Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Expand Your Creativity With A Nikon D-SLR 



Nikon 



As you step up to a D-SLR from a point-and-shoot, new opportunities for expanding the creativity in your photos 
accompanies higher image quality and faster shutter response. Nikon's D-SLRs are easy to use, with a host of features 
to help you achieve outstanding images, including in-camera editing. Whether you're new to D-SLR picture-taking or 
ready to upgrade your current D-SLR, Nikon has a camera to exceed expectations. 



Product Name 
SKU 

Estimated 
Street Price* 

Compatible Lenses 
(for all functions) 1 

Included Lenses 

LCD Monitor 

Resolution 

Sensor Type 

Low-Noise 
ISO Sensitivity 

Shutter Speed 

Built-in Flash 

Burst Mode 

Picture Control 
Settings 

In-Camera 
Editing Features 

HD Movie Mode 

Compatible 
Storage Media 

Included Battery 

Battery Life 
(shots per charge) 


Nikon D3000 Kit 

9456803 

MB 


Nikon D5000 Kit f 

9311755 I 


slikon D90 Kit 

5975184 




Nikon D300S Body 

9457349 


Nikon D700 Body 
8928985 j*^ 


P9l 




1 I 








$549.95 


$799.95 < 


51,199.95 


$1,699.95 


$2,699.95 


AF-S or AF-I lenses 


AF-S or AF-I lenses / 

/ 


\FNIKKOR lenses (AF-I, 
\F-S, DX, VR, and D-/G) 


AFNIKKOR lenses (AF-I, 
AF-S, DX, VR, and D-/G) 


AFNIKKOR lenses (AF-I, 
AF-S, DX, VR, and D-/G) 


18-55 NIKKORVR 
Image Stabilization Lens 


18-55mm NIKKORVR 
Image Stabilization Lens 1 


8-105mm NIKKORVR 
mage Stabilization Lens 


Available separately 


Available separately 


3 inches 

230K-dot Resolution 


2.7 inches Vari-angle I 
230K-dot Resolution < 


\ inches 

)21K-dot Resolution 


3 inches 

921 K-dot Resolution 


3 inches 

921 K-dot Resolution 


10.2MP 


12.3MP 


2.3MP 


12.3MP 


12.1MP 


DX-format CCD 


DX-format CMOS [ 


DX-format CMOS 


DX-format CMOS 


FX-format CMOS 


100 to 1600 (expanded 
3200) 


200 to 3200 (expanded : 
100 and 6400) 


>00 to 3200 (expanded 
00 and 6400) 


200 to 3200 (expanded 
100 and 6400) 


200 to 6400 (expanded 
100, 12,800, and 25,600) 


30 to 1/4,000 seconds 


30 to 1/4,000 seconds I 


50 to 1/4,000 seconds 


30 to 1 /8,000 seconds 


30 to 1/8,000 seconds 


Yes (automatic or user- 
activated) 


Yes (automatic or user- N 
activated) i 


<es (automatic or 
iser-activated) 


Yes 
(user-activated) 


Yes 
(user-activated) 


Up to 3fps 


Up to 4fps I 


Jp to 4.5fps 


Up to 7fps 


Up to 5fps 


Standard, Neutral, 
Vivid, Monochrome 
Portrait, and Landscape 


Nine customizable plus \ 
Standard, Portrait, 5 
Landscape s 


sline customizable plus 
>tandard, Portrait, Land- 
cape, and more 


Nine customizable plus 
Standard, Neutral, Vivid, 
Monochrome, and more 


Nine customizable plus 
Standard, Neutral, Vivid, 
Monochrome, and more 


13 Functions, including: 
Trim, Red-eye correction, 
Soft Filter, and more 


16 Functions, including: 
Trim, D-Lighting, Red- 
eye correction, Image ( 
Overlay, and more i 


3 Functions, including: 
rrim, D-Lighting, Image 
Dverlay, Monochrome, 
ind more 


10 Functions, including: 
Trim, Monochrome, 
D-Lighting, Filter Effects, 
Edit Movie, and more 


7 Functions, including: 
Trim, D-Lighting, Image 
Overlay Filter Effects 
Monochrome, and more 


(Stop-Motion Movie 
Mode only) 


Yes with Sound x 


fes with Sound 


Yes with Sound and 
Stereo Mic Input 


No 


SD,SDHC 


SD,SDHC 5 


>D, SDHC 


CompactFlash Type l/ll; 
SD and SDHC 


CompactFlash Type I 


EN-EL9a Lithium-ion 
Rechargeable Battery 


EN-EL9a Lithium-ion [ 
Rechargeable Battery F 


:N-EL3e Lithium-ion 
Rechargeable Battery 


EN-EL3e Lithium-ion 
Rechargeable Battery 


EN-EL3e Lithium-ion 
Rechargeable Battery 


500 (CIPA) 


510 (CIPA) I 


550 (CIPA) 




950 (CIPA); 

3,000 (Nikon Standard) 


1,000 (CIPA) 



* Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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1080p HD video; up to 8MB still images 
Integrated HDMI and AV outputs 
YouTube- and iTunes-compatibility 
Digital Image Stabilizer 



Simply Share 
What's There 

JVC's Picsio Mini Camcorder 



Few things in life are as satisfying as reveling in an unexpected, special 
moment you can share with others who appreciate it as much as you. 
Unfortunately, such moments tend to evaporate as quickly as they appear. 
JVC's pocket-friendly Picsio ($199.95; www.jvc.com) mini HD camcorder 
not only makes capturing such cherished moments for posterity an uncom- 
plicated, unintimidating endeavor, but it also does so with the clarity and 
color of high-definition video that's as easy to share as it is to shoot. 



bhoot it simply 

Whether it's a daughter's first step, first day of school, or first kiss 
as a new wife, the Picsio provides the reassurance of knowing that 
recording the laughter and tears won't first require pushing scores 
of buttons, shuffling through multiple menus, or configuring scads of 
settings. Just press Power, select Video or Still, press Record, and you're 
filming. Further, built-in digital image stabilizer technology ensures that your 
videos will be motion-free and non-blurry. 



Show It Beautifully 

Although using the Picsio is a no-fuss, no-frustration experience, that 
ease of use wouldn't matter if the resulting video and still images were 
unacceptable. With the Picsio's ability to shoot widescreen video at an 
HD 1080p resolution and still images at up to 8MP, this isn't a worry. 
Further, the Picsio's integrated HDMI output lets you view your videos 
and images in magnificent high definition on most HDTVs with one 
simple cable connection. 



Share It Directly 

By saving videos as .MOV files, there isn't any complicated file con- 
version involved to upload your Picsio videos to YouTube for family 
and friends to conveniently watch online. Additionally, because 
.MOV files are iPod-compatible, Picsio videos and stills will sync with 
iTunes. Once there, you can load them directly into your video iPod 
or iPhone effortlessly. 



Tis' The Season To Shoot, Show & Share 

With fast SD/SDHC card recording; a built-in 2-inch LCD, microphone and speaker; rechargeable battery; and pre-loaded iTunes and 
YouTube-compatible software, the Picsio is the ready-made gift for capturing and sharing your special moments during the holidays 
and all yearlong. 
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Capture Treasured 
Moments In HD 

Sony's HDR-CX500V Handycam® Camcorder 




reat home movies 
aren't simply one 
long clip. Instead, they 
are a series of mo- 
ments that charac- 
terize a special event. 
To ensure you never 
miss memorable times due to poor 
video quality, inferior low-light per- 
formance, or shaky footage, Sony's 
HDR-CX500V Handycam® Camcorder 
($1,099.99; www.sony.com/handycam) is 
packed with advanced features. 

The Best In Audio & Video 

Not all high-definition camcorders are 
alike. Some record HD video at a resolu- 
tion of 1280 x 720, and others will capture 
footage with a Full HD resolution of 1920 
x 1080 but they can't record audio in sur- 
round sound. There are no video or audio 
compromises with Sony's HDR-CX500V. It 
records video at 1920 x 1080 using Sony's 
back-illuminated Exmor R CMOS sensor, 
which is designed to deliver vibrant, de- 
tailed video. You can also photograph 
12MP still images. In terms of audio, the 
HDR-CX500V features a built-in zoom 
mic that records sound from every direc- 
tion in Dolby® Digital 5.1. When you play 
back your home movies, the audio will be 
enveloping and sound the same as when 
you first shot your video. 

It's In The Details 

With some camcorders, even HD mod- 
els, shooting at sunset, night, or indoors 
will make your video appear grainy or 



dark. To offset this common problem, the 
HDR-CX500V's back-illuminated Exmor R 
CMOS sensor is approximately twice as 
sensitive to light as existing camera sen- 
sors when shooting in dimly-lit settings. 
Sony also included built-in Face Detec- 
tion technology that will help make your 
photo subjects look their best. It can rec- 
ognize up to eight faces and set a focus 
for the most prominent people that are 
within your frame, selecting a color level 
that makes everyone's skin tone look nat- 
ural. You can also select detected faces to 
serve as a photo's focal point by using the 
camera's large LCD touchscreen. And to 
further guarantee you get perfect shots, 
the Smile Shutter™ feature will only let the 
camera snap a photo as soon as the sub- 
ject smiles. 

Smooth & Professional 

Holding a camcorder by hand can often 
result in shaky video. To help avoid this, 
the HDR-CX500V includes Sony's Optical 
SteadyShot™ image stabilization with 
Active Mode, which is a moveable lens el- 
ement that compensates for any unsteady 
movements you make while holding the 
camera. To offset any accidental leans 
or bumps, the camcorder also includes 
3-Way Shake Cancelling. The combined 




Sony HDR-CX500V Handycam® Camcorder 

www.sony. com/handycam 

$1,099.99 

stabilizing technologies help you create 
video with exceptionally smooth move- 
ment, which is ideal for shooting in places 
where using a tripod wouldn't be feasible. 

For The Record 

The HDR-CX500V allows you to record 
directly to its internal 32GB flash memory* 
or to removable Memory Stick PRO Duo™ 
memory cards. And you can transfer 
video or images from the camcorder's 
flash memory to the Memory Stick® 
media, giving you the ability to back up 
footage and snapshots in Full HD quality 
without using a PC. If you're seeking more 
built-in storage, Sony's HDR-CX520V dou- 
bles that to 64GB of flash memory.** You 
can also geotag your photos and videos to 
see where you captured the media using 
popular online mapping services. 

From your initial video capture to cre- 
ating the final product, Sony's HDR- 
CX500V Handycam® Camcorder has 
you covered. B3 



HDR-CX500V Highlights 



Full HD (1920 x 1080) resolution and Dolby Digital 5.1 audio capture 
32GB internal memory and support for Memory Stick PRO Duo cards 
Back-illuminated Exmor R CMOS sensor for exceptional low-light performance 
Face Detection technology with face touch priority for ideal focus and skin tone 
3-Way Shake Cancelling will stabilize video as you record for a fluid-lookin 




*32GB equals 32 billion bytes. A portion (1.3GB) of the total storage is used for system management and/or application files. 
**64GB equals 64 billion bytes. A portion (1.3GB) of the total storage is used for system management and/or application files. 
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THINGS TO KNOW 



CAMCORDER RECORDING FORMATS 



Q 



What types of camcorder recording formats 
are available? 



MiniDV and DVD formats are the most common, 
though a number of camcorders also offer hard drives 

and flash memory card formats instead of (or in addition to) 

MiniDV and DVD. 



Q 



Which formats can record HD video? 



You can shoot in high-def resolutions using a number 
of formats, including HDV (an HD format on MiniDV 
tapes) and AVCHD (Advanced Video Codec High 
Definition), which records to BD or DVD media, hard drives, 
flash memory, and memory cards. 



Q 



What's the difference between MiniDV and MiniDVD? 



MiniDV makes digital recordings to small cassettes. 

MiniDVD refers to 3-inch DVDs (which work in stan- 
dard DVD players). Many DVD-format camcorders use 
MiniDVD media to save space. 



Q 



How much can I record on a MiniDV tape? 



Standard MiniDV tapes record up to 60 minutes at SP 
(Standard Play) quality and up to 90 minutes at the 
lower-quality LP/EP (Long Play or Extended Play) setting. 



Q 



What formats will play directly to my digital television? 



Any format will play on your television as long as the 
camcorder has video outputs compatible with your 

TV's input options. For HDTVs, HDMI connections provide 

the best picture quality. 



Q 



Can I record directly to DVDs that will play in my 
home theater? 



Yes. A number of models from well-known manufac- 
turers use both regular-sized DVDs and MiniDVDs. 
They usually record in several formats, including some that 
play in standard DVD players without any conversion. 



Q 



Can I upgrade the hard drive in my HDD-format 
camcorder? 



The answer is usually no, except for a few high-end 
models with replaceable drives. However, many hard 
drive camcorders include memory card slots to expand 
recording capacity and provide extra portability. 



Q 



Can I use the memory card from my camera in a 
camcorder? 



It depends on the card type. If your camcorder sup- 
ports removable Memory Stick Pro and SD memory 

cards, for example, you can use the same cards in digital 

cameras that support those formats. 



Q 



What is the difference between flash memory and 
hard drive memory? 



Flash memory, often associated with digital cameras, is 
stored on portable and durable "cards." Hard drives, 
usually found in home computers, consist of tiny spinning 
platters that store data. Hard drives generally have greater 
capacity but are more fragile. 



Q 



What format is most durable in rugged environ- 
ments? 



Solid-state flash memory formats are the most durable. 
They have no moving parts, unlike hard drives or DVD 
recorders, and are therefore less subject to erasure or damage. 
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Which Point-&-Shoot Camera Is Best For You? 

If you're a little confused about the most important features in a digital camera, you're not alone. In this chart, we compare fea- 
tures from select digital cameras, and we also explain what these features mean. 







Resolution; 


Shutter 


Memory 




Battery 




Movie 






Optical zoom 


speed 


card 


LCD size 


life 


ISO 


mode 




What It Means 


More pixels mean 


A faster shutter 


Removable 


The LCD is 


Based on 


A higher ISO 


Lets you re- 






bigger and clearer 


speed will let 


card that 


the screen 


how many 


lets you take 


cord short 






prints; Moves the 


you snap ac- 


stores your 


on the 


shots you 


better pho- 


video clips 






lens closer to your 


tion photos 


photos in 


back of the 


can take on a 


tos in low- 


on your dig- 






subject 


without blur 


your camera 


camera 


single charge 


light settings 


ital camera 




Pentax 


10MP;3X 


1/4 to 


SD/SDHC 


2.7 inches 


N/A 


Auto; Manual: 


Yes 


5£j 


Optio E80 




1/2,000 








100,200,400, 




MSRP: $129.95* 




seconds 








800,1600, 






SKU 9555849 












3200, 6400 




« 


Fujifilm 
FinePix Z37 

MSRP: $149.95* . 
SKU 9464741 42 


10MP;3X 


3 to 

1/1,000 

seconds 


SD/SDHC 


2.7 inches 


N/A 


Auto; Manual: 

100,200,400, 

800,1600 


Yes 




Olympus 
Stylus-7010 


12MP;7X 


1/4 to 
1/2,000 


xD-Picture 
Card/ 


2.7 inches 


170 shots 


Auto; Manual: 
64,100,200, 


Yes 


iM 


ws 


MSRP: $199.99* 
SKU 9454226 4^ 


w 


seconds 


microSD 






400,800,1600 








Canon PowerShot 


10MP;3X 


15 to 


SD/SDHC/ 


2.5 inches 


260 shots 


Auto; Manual: 


Yes 


.[3 


SD1200IS 




1/1,500 


MMC/ 






80,100,200, 




MSRP: $199.99* ^g 
SKU 9223869 ^ 


w 


seconds 


MMCplus 






400,800,1600 






Fujifilm 


10MP;10X 


1/4 to 


SD/SDHC 


2.7 inches 


N/A 


Auto; Manual: 


Yes 




FinePix F72EXR 




1/2,000 








100,200,400, 




S^i 


MSRP: $279.95* 
SKU 9503469 




seconds 








800,1600,3200, 
6400,12800 




■ 


Nikon 
Coolpix S70 

MSRP: $349.95* 
SKU 9463662 


12.1MP;5X 


1 to 

1/1,500 

seconds 


SD/SDHC 


3.5 inches 


200 shots 


Auto; Manual: 
80,100,200, 
400,800,1600, 
3200, 6400 


Yes 




Samsung DualView 


12.2MP;4.6X 


1 to 


microSD/ 


3.5 inches; 


N/A 


Auto; Manual: 


Yes 


PfjM 


TL225 




1/2,000 


micro- 


1.5 inches 




80,100,200, 




lull" J 


MSRP: $349.99* 




seconds 


SDHC 


front LCD 




400, 800, 






SKU 9501791 












1600,3200 




-^ 


Canon PowerShot 


12.1MP;20X 


15 to 


SD/SDHC/ 


2.5 inches 


340 shots 


Auto; Manual: 


Yes 




SX20 IS 




1/3,200 


MMC/ 






80,100,200, 




m 


MSRP: $399.99* ^ 
SKU 9455127 «* 


$? 


seconds 


MMCplus 






400,800,1600 





*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Which D-SLR Is Best For You? 

As D-SLR prices keep coming down, more photographers are turning to them, both as a first camera and as a trade-up 
to something better. In this chart, we'll help you sort through some of the features and performance specs from select 
D-SLR cameras. 







Resolution 


LCD size 


ISO range 


Kit lens 


Burst speed 


Shutter speed 


What It Means 


Image sensor 
in megapixels; 
more means a 
bigger image 


Diagonal 
measure of 
screen on back 
of camera 


A higher ISO 
range will let 
you take better 
photos in low- 
light situations 


Standard lens 
bundled with 
the camera 
body 


Frames per 
second (fps) 
you can shoot 
while in burst 
mode 


The wider the 
range, the greater 
the gamut of 
long exposures 
to frozen action 


^^k Nikon D3000 
fl B MSRP: $599.99* 
SKU 9456803 


10.2MP 


3 inches 


100 to 1600 


18-55mm 
f/3.5-5.6G 
VR lens 


3fps 


30 to 1/4,000 
seconds 


wjff^ Sony Alpha A330L 

||y| MSRP: $599.99* 
SKU 9342142 


10.2MP 


2.7 inches 


100 to 3200 


SAL-1855 
DT18- 
55mm f/3.5- 
5.6 lens 


2.5fps 
to card 
capacity 


30 to 1/4,000 
seconds 


^^^^ Pentax K-X 
fig g MSRP: $699.99* 
i( SKU 9555661 


12.4MP 


2.7 inches 


200 to 6400 


18-55mm, 
55-200 mm 
lenses 


N/A 


30 to 1/6,000 
seconds 


4 


Nikon D5000 

I MSRP: $799.95* 
SKU 9311755 


12.3MP 


2.7 inches 


200 to 3200 


18-55mm 
f/3.5-5.6G 
VRIens 


4fps 


30 to 1/4,000 
seconds 


■• 


Olympus EP-1 

MSRP: $799.99* 
SKU 9463573 


12.3MP 


3 inches 


100 to 6400 


14-42mm 
f/3.5-5.6 lens 


3fps 


60 to 1/4,000 
seconds 




• ==r 


15.1MP 


3 inches 


100 to 3200 


EF-S18- 
55mm f/3.5- 
5.6 IS lens 


3.4fps 


30 to 1/4,000 
seconds 


^^ Panasonic 
^f| Rj Lumix L10K 

MSRP: $1,299.95* 
SKU 8815464 


10.1MP 


2.5 inches 


100 to 6400 


N/A 


3fps to card 
capacity 


60 to 1/4,000 
seconds 


* 


Canon EOS 7D 

MSRP: $1,699.99* 
SKU 9491944 


18MP 


3 inches 


100 to 6400 


N/A (body 
only) 


N/A 


1/60 to 
1/8,000 
second 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 



IFirstGlimpsel 



28 November 2009 / FirstGlimpseMag.com 



DIGITAL IMAGING 



Which Digital Camcorder Is Best For You? 

Digital camcorders come in a number of formats: DVD, hard drive, flash drive, MiniDV, and high definition are the most 
common. By comparing the following digital camcorders, you can determine which recording format and product best fit 
your style. 









LCD size 


Optical zoom; 
Digital zoom 


Recording 
speeds 


Memory 
card 


Digital still 
resolution 


Lines of 
resolution 






What It Means 


Diagonal length 


Two methods 


The speeds a 


Compatible 


The number of 


Number of lines 








of viewing 


for magnifying 


particular cam- 


flash card types 


megapixels 


of horizontal reso- 








screen 


depth of field; 


corder can uti- 


(cards not in- 


the camcorder 


lution; the higher 










optical zoom is 


lize during 


cluded unless 


can capture in 


the number, the 










better 


recording 


noted) 


still images 


greater the detail 




«fc 


Samsung 
— . SMX-F34BN 
ti9P MSRP: $279.99* 

SKU 9267189 


2.7 inches 


34X; 1,200X 


SP 


SD/SDHC/ 
MMC 


N/A 


480 






Canon FS200 


2.7 inches 


37X; 2,000X 


XP/SP/LP 


SDHC 


N/A 


480 




rf 1 


— - z MSRP: $329.99* 
















Hi 


mBf SKU 9244203 
















^ 


^ Samsung 
HMX-H104 


2.7 inches 


10X;100X 


N/A 


SDHC 


N/A 


1,080 


Q> ^^t 


Sh MSRP: $579.99* 














c 


> 

5 


^ SKU 9369765 














1 


7> 


Canon VIXIA 


2.7 inches 


15X;300X 


MXP/FXP/ 


SDHC 


3.3MP 


1,080 


&m 


** HF2 ° 






XP+/SP/LP 








c 




|ZS MSRP: $799.99* 

SKU 9239512 4k 


w 












q 




JVC Everio 


2.8 inches 


10X;200X 


UXP/XP/SP/ 


SD/SDHC 


9MP 


1,080 


c 




GZ-HM400 






EP 










M ;;jfl 


3 MSRP: $999.95* 














1 

O) 




SKU 9510291 














X 


m 


Sony 
HDR-CX500V 

Mil MSRP: $1,099.99* 

SKU 9403497 d^ 


3 inches 


12X;150X 


FH/HQ/SP/ 
LP 


Memory 
Stick PRO 
Duo 


12MP 


1,080 




Panasonic 


2.7 inches 


12X;700X 


HA/HG/HX/ 


SD/SDHC 


10.6MP 


1,080 






* HDGHS250 






HE 








•< 


^ MSRP: $899.95* 














c 


5 


SKU 9206995 














X 


^^^** 


Sony 


2.7 inches 


60X; 2,000X 


HQ/SP/LP 


Memory 


0.3MP 


480 


x £^^S 


^_ DCR-SR47 








Stick PRO 










^9 MSRP: $349.99* 








Duo 










SKU 9178258 

































*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Holiday Gifts From Olympus 

There's nothing better than finding a gift that perfectly matches your recipient's needs. For this reason, Olympus 
(www.getolympus.com) offers a variety of cameras that fit different lifestyles. To help you find a gift best-suited for anyone 
on your shopping list, here are three Olympus cameras that you can pair with your loved ones. 




MSRP: $149.99 



Olympus FE-4010 

SKUs: 9454191 (gray) • 9480297 (magenta) • 9480251 (white) 




An Easy-To-Use Camera With Style 

The FE-4010 packs cutting-edge digital 
technology into a slim, simple-to-use de- 
sign. Whether you are a first-time user or 
an experienced digital camera owner— this 
camera will be fun and easy-to-use. 

What's Included: 

• 1 2MP, 4X Wide-Angle Optical Zoom (26mm) 

• 2.7-inch LCD with Backlight Boost Button 

• Slim, stylish design and easy operation 

• AF Tracking automatically tracks unpre- 
dictable, fast-moving subjects so you can 
easily capture a sharp image of your sub- 
ject in motion 

• Intelligent Auto & Shadow Adjustment 
Technology automatically adjusts camera 
settings for you 

• Advanced Face Detection locks on up to 16 
faces and optimizes focus for portrait shots 

Ideal Gift Recipient: Those who want to 
effortlessly shoot like a pro without sacrific- 
ing a stylish camera design. 




MSRP: $199.99 

Olympus STYLUS-7010 

SKUs: 9454226 (silver) • 9480359 (pink) • 9480377 (gray) 




Small Camera, Big Features 

Not only is the STYLUS-7010 the world's 
smallest 7X wide-angle zoom camera, it's 
also packed with top-of-the-line features. 
You'll be able to take great photos with this 
ultra-compact and stylish digital camera. 

What's Included: 

• 1 2MP, 7X Wide-Angle Optical Zoom 

• 2.7-inch Hypercrystal™ LCD is twice as bright 

• Magic Filter gives you artistic photo effects 

• AF Tracking automatically tracks fast-mov- 
ing subjects so you can easily capture 
sharp-looking images 

• Dual Image Stabilization keeps photos 
blur-free 

• In-Camera Panorama stitches three images 
together for panoramic results 

• Advaced Face Detection locks on up to 16 
faces and optimizes focus for portrait shots 

Ideal Gift Recipient: People who want to 
zoom in close to the action to get unique 
shots with a small-sized, feature-rich camera. 



IFirstGlimpse 




MSRP: $279.99 

Olympus STYLUS TOUGH-6000 

SKUs: 9225395 (blue) • 9224118 (orange) 
9225386 (white) • 9225368 (yellow) 




A Lifeproof Camera 

The STYLUS TOUGH-6000 is engineered to 
be sturdy and face life's adventures. Its 
durable shock, freezeproof, and waterproof 
design is built for performance— even in the 
most extreme conditions. 

What's Included: 

• 10.1 MP, 3.6X Wide-Angle Optical Zoom 

• Shockproof up to 5 feet, waterproof up to 1 
feet, and freezeproof up to -10C/14F 

• Operate playback, flash, shadow adjust- 
ment, and more on the 2.7-inch LCD with 
tap control 

• Dual Image Stabilization keeps photos 
blur- free 

• In-Camera Panorama stitches three images 
together for panoramic results 

• Advaced Face Detection locks on up to 16 
faces and optimizes focus for portrait shots 

Ideal Gift Recipient: Anyone who actively 
participates in water, snow, or other out- 
door sports and activities. 
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OLYMPUS 



Digital Camera 

Powerful Zoom, Plenty Of Room 





Olympus 
STYLUS-7010 

MSRP: $199.99 

SKU: 9454226 (silver) 
9480359 (pink) 
9480377 (gray) 

www.getolympus.com 



Quick Overview 

As the world's smallest 7X wide-angle optical zoom 
camera, the STYLUS-7010 will help you take great 
shots with a camera that's light enough to take any- 
where. To get the best results, the Intelligent Auto 
function can identify the scene you're shooting and 
adjust the camera's settings for you. Its 7X optical 
zoom and a 28mm wide-angle lens will ensure you 
capture everything within your shot setting. Plus, 
with 12MP, you can make poster-sized prints of your 
favorite photos without losing any of the details. 

Perfect For 

People who want a camera that's small in size but 
not short on features. 



Outstanding Benefits 

7X wide-angle optical zoom to capture all of the action 

12MP for poster-sized prints 

2.7-inch Hyper-Crystal II LCD that's easy to see in direct sunlight 

Dual Image Stabilization to reduce motion blur in photos 

Magic Filter adds photo effects such as Pop Art, Pinhole and Fish-Eye 

VGA Movie feature with YouTube uploading 

Advanced Face Detection can lock onto as many as 16 faces 

Shadow Adjustment Technology to bring out details in shadowy scenes 

TruPic III Image Processor to deliver sharp details and less noise in photos 

23 Shooting Modes 

Coolest Feature 

AF Tracking automatically tracks unpredictable, fast-moving subjects, 
such as kids and pets, so you can easily capture great action shots. 
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Digital Camera 

The Hot Spot For Photos 




FUJ5FILM 





Fujifilm FinePix Z37 

MSRP: $149.95 

SKU: 9459105 (polka dot) 
9464769 (purple) 
9464723 (green) 
9464741 (blue) 

www.bestbuy.com/fuji 



Quick Overview 

Best Buy Exclusive Polka Dot Design! The FinePix 
Z37 is where Fashion Meets Technology! Uniquely 
styled, you'll stand out as much as the great image 
quality of your pics. With features such as One 
Touch Movie recording, Blog mode, Face Detec- 
tion, and Picture Stabilization, the Z37 is the per- 
feet "out with your friends, capture life, look good 
doing it" camera. 

Perfect For 

The FinePix Z37 is perfect for the young or young 
at heart who want a digital camera that keeps up 
with them. Perfect to drop in your pocket when 
you're heading out with friends. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• 10 Megapixel/Fujinon 3x Optical Zoom/2.7-inch LCD 

• SR AUTO Automatic Scene Recognition mode detects six scene types 

• Picture Stabilization helps eliminate blurry pictures 

• Face Detection with Automatic Red Eye Removal 

• Blog mode automatically resizes images to a Web-friendly size for 
easy uploads 

• One-Touch Movie mode captures movies with sound at 30fps 

• Extended shot life with rechargeable Li-Ion battery 

Coolest Feature 

The Z37 has a variety of playback modes that allow you to share 
slideshows in several fun ways. Create a scrapbook montage, add one of 
six preloaded tunes, even let Face Detection blow up the faces only. All 
right on the large 2.7-inch LCD so you can share with friends anywhere. 
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Canon 



Digital Camera 

Discover The HD Difference 





Canon PowerShot 
SX20 IS Camera 

MSRP: $399.99 

SKU: 9455127 

www.usa.canon.com 



Quick Overview 

With the PowerShot SX20 IS from Canon, 
it's easy to take both lifelike images and 
brilliant HD footage. It comes loaded with 
features that make taking great shots as easy 
as pressing the shutter button, such as 24 
shooting modes and Face Detection. Add in a 
high-powered 20X wide-angle optical zoom 
with optical image stabilizer, 12.1 MP, and a 
large 2. 5-inch LCD, and you've got a camera 
that's perfect for any photographer. 

Perfect For 

People who want a camera that can capture 
sharp images and stunning HD video. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• This high-powered 20X wide-angle optical zoom with optical image 
stabilizer reduces camera shake so you achieve magnificent images 
whether you are up close or far away 

• ISO sensitivity up to 1600 equivalent 

• Provides flexibility to use the optical zoom while shooting 720p HD 
movies with stereo sound so you can fully capture those fun, memo- 
rable moments 

• An HDMI output connector ensures easy playback on your HDTV 

• 12.1 megapixels means you can make large printouts of your favorite 
images 

Coolest Feature 

Improved Smart AUTO intelligently selects the proper settings for the 
camera based on 22 predefined shooting situations. 
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Canon 



Digital Camera 

Fun, Easy To Use & Smart 




Canon PowerShot 
SD1200 IS Digital 
ELPH Camera 

MSRP: $199.99 

SKUs: 9223869 (gray) 
9225527 (blue) 

www.usa.canon.com 



Quick Overview 

Canon's PowerShot SD1200 IS Digital ELPH has 
everything going for it— exuberant color, a sculp- 
tured style, and the innovative know-how that 
takes you to a whole new level of picture-taking 
accomplishment. This 10-megapixel camera fea- 
tures a DIGIC 4 Image Processor with Face Detec- 
tion Technology that will ensure the faces of 
loved ones always look their best and a Smart 
Auto mode that selects the best settings to 
match wherever you're shooting. 

Perfect For 

Anyone who wants an intelligent camera that has 
a vibrant design and takes great-looking photos. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• 10-megapixel resolution gives you the flexibility to print large-sized 
prints with clarity and detail 

• A large, crisp 2.5-inch PureColor II LCD that has a wide viewing angle 

• Smart AUTO will do all of the work for you by using camera settings 
that will give you the best photo results 

• The DIGIC 4 Image Processor will balance photo exposure, flash, and 
white balance to ensure that the skin tones of your friends and family 
look natural and the background is visible 

Coolest Feature 

With 17 Shooting Modes, you'll be able to snap photos of anything that 
you encounter with the PowerShot SD1200 IS Digital ELPH's advanced cam- 
era settings. 
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Canon 



HD Camcorder 

VIXIA. Shoot. Capture. See. Be HD 





Canon VIXIA HF20 
HD Camcorder 

MSRP: $799.99 

SKU: 9239512 

www.usa.canon.com/camcorder 



Quick Overview 

The VIXIA HF20 delivers outstanding image 
quality in an ultra-sleek, compact, and light- 
weight design like all Canon VIXIA camcorders. 
Featuring dual flash memory, the VIXIA HF20 
allows you to record crisp HD video to a 32GB 
internal flash drive or removable SDHC memory 
card. Packed with great features found in all 
Canon VIXIA camcorders, you can be sure to 
capture and preserve life's special moments. 

Perfect For 

Those who are looking for the ultimate in HD 
image quality all in a sleek and compact 
camcorder that you can easily carry around. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Dual Flash Memory allows you to record up to 1 2 hours of crisp high 
definition video to a 32GB internal flash drive or directly to 
removable SDHC memory cards for fast and easy sharing of your 
memories. 

• Genuine Canon 15X HD Video Lens delivers unsurpassed image quality. 

• Canon 3.89-Megapixel Full HD CMOS Image Sensor captures HD 
information at 1920 x 1080 resolution. 

• Genuine Canon Face Detection delivers precise focus and exposure for 
perfect faces every time. 

Coolest Feature 

Video Snapshot Mode: This feature makes capturing once-in-a~lifetime 
milestones as easy as taking photos. Record a series of 4-second video clips, 
and then add background music to create the perfect highlight movie. 
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Accessories & Services 



Prices for digital camcorders and cameras continue 
to fall as their video and picture quality improves, 
which is especially good news for first-time buyers 
or those looking to upgrade. Pairing your new camcorder 



or camera with the right products will bring you better 
photography results. Here are some must-have acces- 
sories you should consider buying so you can get the 
most out of your digital imaging device. 133 




UV FILTER 

Protects digital camcorder and D-SLR lenses from dust, 
dirt, fingerprints, and scratches 

Get clearer, more detailed videos or photographs when 
you're shooting in bright conditions 

TRIPOD - 

Larger tripods are an easy way to ensure steady video footage 
Pan large areas while recording video in one smooth motion 
O Use a tripod and your camera's timer to get a picture 
of the entire group without needing someone to man 
the camera 

Keeps your camera steady while you're shooting close-up 
or distance shots, which can prevent photo blurring 



SPARE BATTERIES/CHARGER 

Be sure you're never caught without the power needed to 
capture the perfect moment 

Whether your camera uses proprietary batteries or AAs, keep 
at least one fully charged spare or set in your camera bag 
An additional battery charger will give you the flexibility to 
power up your camera batteries anywhere you're headed, 
even if you're traveling 



EXTRA MEDIA 

Keep spare memory cards on hand so you can snap away 
without having to worry about running out of storage space 
Consider having several memory cards with smaller capacities 
instead of one card with a larger capacity; that way, if some- 
thing goes wrong with one, you'll still have a backup 
For your digital camcorder, keep more recording media in 
your bag than you think you'll need, just in case 



J 



ADDITIONAL LENSES/CONVERTER LENSES 

Extra lenses for D-SLRs and converter lenses for digital cam- 
corders can enhance your results by extending your field of 
view, reducing glare, and more 

Telephoto lenses enable you to zoom in from far away; wide- 
angle lenses give you the ability to get a full view even if you're 
close to the subject; and macro lenses will let you achieve up- 
close, detailed shots of your photo subject 

EXTERNAL FLASH 



i 



Light up your subjects from greater distances 

Offer better control of lighting conditions when taking 

photos by directing the angle of the flash 



REMOTE SWITCH 

A longer cable lets you snap photos without having to 
touch the camera, which can also reduce camera shake 
May enable the user to lock the shutter for longer exposure 
times 

DIGITAL IMAGING SERVICES 



J 



Once you've set your sights on the camera or camcorder 
you want, consider taking advantage of the digital imaging 
services offered by your local CE retailer. Not only can you 
protect your investment, but you can also discover photog- 
raphy and videography skills that will make your photos 
and videos picture-perfect. 

D-SLR Or Camcorder Service Plan 
D-SLR Training Course 
Camcorder Training Course 
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Razer's Moray + 
Headset 

Big Sound, Impressive Portability 



Bazer's Moray + headset 
($59.99; www.razerzone 
.com) is just the ticket for 
mobile gaming and com- 
munication on the go. 
Whether you're an iPhone 
user hoping to block out a 
noisy office environment, a Skype dev- 
otee calling a European friend from a 
laptop, or a Sony PSP or Nintendo DSi 
gamer when you have a spare public 
transportation moment, the Moray" 1 " 
could be just what you're looking for. 

With the passive noise isolation of 
earbuds and the convenience of an 
inline omnidirectional mic, Razer cre- 
ated the Moray" 1 " as a mobile gaming 
communicator. The headset has a 3.5mm 
plug and comes with several adapters to 
fit many popular devices, including the 
Sony PSP, Nintendo DSi, and PCs. These 
accessories help make the Moray" 1 " a do- 
it-all entertainment and communications 
tool, not a one-trick pony that's limited 
to a particular device or use. 



Built for portability, the Moray" 1 " is com- 
pact and light enough to carry any- 
where. Stuff it in your pocket, and you'll 
barely realize it's there. However, Razer 
includes a neoprene travel pouch to 
protect the Moray" 1 " in transit. And to 
ensure you dial in the most comfort- 
able fit, the Moray + offers three pairs of 
earbud seals in different sizes. A 4-foot 
cable also means you won't feel quite 
so tethered to your favorite device. 

In addition to a compact and functional 
design, the Moray + offers a high-quality 




acoustic experience, too. The headset 
includes an omnidirectional micro- 
phone that picks up your voice from 
any direction, not a unidirectional mic 
that must be facing you for acceptable 
sound. The microphone is also better at 
avoiding bass overload when it acciden- 
tally strays too close to your mouth. 

For when you're talking to someone 
or playing games, Razer's Moray" 1 " 
speakers are optimized for the sound 
frequencies you hear most (namely 
500Hz to 11,000Hz). This approach 



yields improved sound for the headset's 
intended purposes than the more tradi- 
tional route of using speakers that 
cover the vast spectrum of human 
hearing. The Moray" 1 " is quite capable in 
the bass department, too, with an 
ability to reproduce low frequencies as 
deep as 20Hz. 

Taken as a whole, Razer's Moray" 1 " is one 
mobile gaming communicator that can 
handle any portable device and gam- 
ing audio need, no matter where your 
lifestyle may take you. \H 
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COMPUTERS 



9m 




Windows? 



Powerful New Features 
& Easy To Use 



Dhe new Microsoft release 
Windows 7 brings a host 
of new and improved fea- 
tures. Windows 7 includes 
many enhancements de- 
signed to make your com- 
puter easy to use, secure, and fun. 

Keep It Simple 

Windows 7 is designed to be simple and 
easy for you, bringing a new level of sim- 
plicity and comfort to basic computing 
tasks. These tasks are the little things 
you do every day, such as searching for a 
file, juggling open windows, and Web 
browsing. In Windows 7, Microsoft has 
created innovative ways to make those 
tasks more time-efficient and easier to 
perform than ever. 

Windows Taskbar, a long-tenured feature 
of Windows operating systems, has been 
redesigned to offer optimum flexibility. 
You can rearrange program icons in the 
order you prefer and pin frequently used 
programs or files to the taskbar. You can 
also see a thumbnail preview of any 
taskbar item, and if you hover your cursor 
over it, you can see a full-sized preview. 

To ensure that you can immediately lo- 
cate any file you need, Windows 7 fea- 
tures Jump Lists for each program on the 
Start menu and taskbar. When you right- 
click an icon with the mouse, a list of the 
most frequently used files appears along 
with common tasks and pinned files. The 
Windows 7 Start menu also offers instant 
dynamic search results from files, folders, 
and applications as you enter a word or 
phrase in the search box. 



Web browsing is also enhanced in 
Windows 7 with Internet Explorer 8. 
Some improved Web browser features 
include contextual search suggestions; 
Accelerators to make navigating Web 
pages faster and more intuitive; and 
Web Slices, which allow users to mon- 
itor certain parts of frequently updated 
Web sites without having to visit the 
site multiple times a day. 

One of the most compelling new features 
in Windows 7 is HomeGroup, which 
makes it easy to share files and printers 
with other Windows 7 PCs connected to 
your home network. All you have to do is 
create a homegroup and other Windows 
7 PCs on your network can join it. 

Any time you connect a compatible de- 
vice to your computer, such as a digital 
camera or mobile phone, you'll be 
greeted by an image of the device that 
links to Device Stage, where you can 
manage your devices more efficiently 
and easily perform other common tasks. 

Finally, Windows Live Essentials keeps 
you connected to everyone in your life 
by providing applications that link you 
to the Web, including Windows Live 
Mail, Windows Live Photo Gallery, 
Windows Live Movie Maker, Windows 
Live Writer, and Windows Live 
Messenger. (Note that Windows Live 
Essentials may require a separate down- 
load.) 

Customization & Control 

With so many options for personaliza- 
tion and customization, Windows 7 was 
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As soon as you enter text into the 
Start menu, Windows 7 generates 
instant, dynamic results. 



designed to fit your particular needs 
and lifestyle. 

For enhanced security, Windows 7 has 
significantly increased the customization 
options for User Account Control. 
Furthermore, Internet Explorer has re- 
ceived heavy security upgrades, including 
the InPrivate browsing option, which 
prevents your Web browser from storing 
your Web history, and InPrivate Filtering, 
which prevents third-party Web sites 
from tracking your Web activity. 
BitLocker, a hard drive encryption fea- 
ture first introduced in Windows Vista, is 
now also available to secure external, re- 
movable drives with Bitlocker To Go. 

Of course, you want to make your com- 
puter both unique and perfectly suited to 
your tastes and preferences. Themes in- 
clude numerous rich backgrounds and 
many glass color options so you can tailor 
your computer's appearance and make it 
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Set up how ASP.NET Machine Account will use the computer 

Parental Controls: Current Settings: 

o On, enforce current setting: 



Off 



Windows Setting 

I 



HASP.NET Machine Account 
Standard user 



Password protected 



Time limits 

Control when ASP.NET Machine Account uses the 

computer 



Game Ratings: 



Windows 7 security 
features include 
Parental Controls. 
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Windows 7 Editions 



There are multiple 
editions of Windows 7 
available, and if at any 
point you find that you 
want to upgrade to a 
different edition, 
Windows Anytime 
Upgrade will help you 
do so in just minutes. 

Windows 7 Home 
Premium is optimized for 
the general consumer. 

Windows 7 Professional 
has additional features 
designed to meet your 
business-computing 
needs at both work 
and home. 

For those who want 
every possible option 
and feature, Windows 7 
Ultimate includes it all. 



Windows Media Player 
now supports even 
more media formats. 



reflect your personal taste. You can also 
add Gadgets to make your desktop tools 
customized for what you need. 

Windows 7's troubleshooting features 
are also enhanced, with Action Center, 
Windows Troubleshooting, and Startup 
Repair available to help you solve any 
problems that may arise. 

Beyond Expectations 

Although features such as the new 
Taskbar and Windows Search capabili- 
ties will make your computing life more 
efficient and convenient, other new fea- 
tures in Windows 7 are powerful tools 
that will bring you into a new era of 
media sharing and consuming as well as 
interacting with your computer. 

Windows Media Center supports new 
media types and offers a new Electronic 
Program Guide to aggregate all of your 



media from different sources in one 
place. With Media Center, you can enjoy 
both digital TV and Internet TV; the 
program will even automatically retrieve 
Internet TV channels and content for 
you. The user interface has also received 
enhancements, which are designed to 
make configuring and using Media 
Center a breeze. For more on Windows 
Media Center, check out page 44. 

To increase the compatibility of mul- 
tiple devices with varying media, 
Windows Media Player supports even 
more media file formats than before. It 
also features Now Playing mode, which 
is a compact Windows Media Player de- 
signed to let you have easy access to 
playback controls without having a 
large window open. 

Media streaming is becoming increasingly 
popular, and Windows 7 is designed to 
facilitate it. With the connectivity 



of homegroups, streaming between 
Windows 7 PCs on the same network is a 
cinch. Plus, the Play To feature lets you 
stream media from your computer to 
your home entertainment system (with 
compatible devices) or any other com- 
patible device. And if you want to enjoy 
your media while on the go, the Remote 
Media Streaming feature will let you ac- 
cess your home-based digital media 
Libraries over the Internet from another 
PC running Windows 7 so you can enjoy 
your media wherever you are. 

Windows 7 is also on the cutting edge 
of input technology, with its multi- 
touch technology, and other enhance- 
ments have been made to the 
capabilities built into Tablet PCs. 

Windows 7 features the best of both 
worlds: It's simple and easy to use but 
has loads of powerful features, 
as well. \H 
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Office Equipment 




Microsoft* 
Office 2007 


Office 2007's many features 
and benefits include: 

• Some Office 2007 files use 
75% less space than files pre- 
vious Office versions produce. 


• SmartArt turns simple 
elements into eye-catching 
designs. 

• Themes can change a docu- 
ment's entire layout with 
one command. 


The Suite For The Entire Home 


• Live Preview displays changes 
to a document without actu- 
ally applying them. 



udgets to manage, appoint- 
^^ ments to schedule, pro- 
^^k posals to pitch, homework 
^ 1 to finish— ah, the chaotic 
^^m responsibilities of a typical 
family never end. What 
busy households need is an easy-to-use 
tool that's powerful enough to bring har- 
mony to the madness. Microsoft® Office 
2007 (www.microsoft.com) is that tool. 
Whether it's a high schooler conquering a 
political science paper with graphical flair, 
a mother touting a home-based catering 
business with a scintillating brochure, or a 
father organizing a 25th high school re- 
union, Office 2007 can make daily life 
more productive with less stress. 

What Every PC Needs 

Every family has its own unique traits, 
challenges, and needs. With Office Home 
and Student 2007, students can use the 
included Word and PowerPoint pro- 
grams to finish an English Lit assignment, 
parents can oversee the family nest egg 
with Excel spreadsheets, and everyone 



can use OneNote to digitally jot down 
ideas as they occur. Further, because the 
$149 suite includes three licenses, families 
can put Office Home and Student 2007's 
programs on a netbook in Junior's room, 
a PC in mom's home office, and a laptop 
in dad's den, all for under $50 per PC. 

Installing Office Standard 2007, mean- 
while, gives families all the programs 
Office Home and Student contains, plus 
Outlook, which includes vast email fea- 
tures such as shareable calendar functions, 
To-Do lists, text messaging with mobile 
phones, and security measures that keep 
junk email and other threats at bay. 

Office Small Business 2007, meanwhile, 
adds Publisher to the mix, giving mom a 
program for designing top-notch fliers, 
Web sites, and other materials to pro- 
mote her business. Office Small Business 
2007's further inclusion of Outlook with 
Business Contact Manager also lets her 
collect and track customer data, fore- 
cast sales, and stay up-to-date when 
away from the office. 



Office 2007 & Netbooks 

A great aspect of Office Home and 
Student 2007 is its friendliness with net- 
books, many of which preload a 60-day 
trial version of the suite. Upgrading to a 
fully licensed version is as simple as 
launching the trial version of Word on 
the netbook and entering the 25-digit 
Product Key a purchased Office Home 
and Student 2007 copy includes. For net- 
books without a preloaded trial version, 
head to www.getmicrosoftoffice .com to 
download and activate the suite using the 
key code included in the product 
package you get at your retailer. 

Happy Office Holidays 

Whether using a netbook, a notebook, or 
a home-office business PC, Office Home 
and Student 2007, Office Standard 2007, 
or Office Small Business 2007 is the hol- 
iday gift that will keep busy families on 
task for years to come. And if you're 
buying a new PC for the holidays, don't 
forget your copy of Office 2007, too. 03 



Select the version of Microsoft® 

Office 2007 with the feature set 

that best suits your particular 

computing needs. 
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Which Office 2007 Suite Is Best For You? 



Microsoft 



Microsoft sells different office productivity suites aimed at home and small business users as well as professionals. The 
following comparison chart details the programs that four versions of the suites contain and the type of user a partic- 
ular suite is a good fit for. Microsoft also sells the Ultimate ($679.95; $539.95) Office 2007 version that includes addi- 
tional database, collaboration, and information-gathering programs. 



Product Name 



Office Home and Student 2007 

8129447 



MSRP 
(New/Upgrade) 



PowerPoint 2007 



OneNote 2007 



Outlook 2007 
With Business 




Students and general home 
users 



Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
No 
No 



Manager 



Publisher 2007 



No 



Office Standard 2007 

8182637 




$399.95*; $239.95* 



Small businesses, students, 
and parents who want to add 
Outlook email features 



Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
No 
Yes 
No 



No 



Office Small Business 2007 

8182593 



Microsoft Professional 

8168939 



J 



$449.95*; $279.95* 



Small-office and home-office busi- 
ness users who want to add 
Outlook and business-management 
email tools plus the ability to design 
and publish various materials 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

No 

Yes 



Yes 




$499.95*; $329.95* 



Professionals and users in 
corporate environments who 
need a complete suite of pro- 
ductivity and database soft- 
ware to manage daily tasks 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

No 

Yes 



Yes 




System 
Requirements 

(Requirements 
try depending on 



Number Of 

Installations 

Included 



500MHz or higher CPU; 256MB 
RAM or more; 1.5GB hard drive 
space; 1,024 x 768 resolution or 
higher monitor; Windows XP 
(SP2) or later OS 



Three licenses included for non- 
commercial use 



500MHz or higher CPU; 
256MB RAM or more; 1.5GB 
hard drive space; 1,024 x 768 
resolution or higher monitor; 



500MHz or higher CPU; 256MB 
RAM or more; 1.5GB hard drive 
space; 1,024 x 768 resolution or 
higher monitor; Windows XP 



Windows XP (SP2) or later OS (SP2) or later OS 



Volume licensing pricing avail- 
able for as few as five licenses 



Volume licensing pricing avail- 
able for as few as five licenses 



500MHz or higher CPU; 
256MB RAM or more (512MB 
recommended for Instant 
Search); 1.5GB hard drive 
space; 1,024 x 768 resolution 
or higher monitor; Windows 
XP (SP2) or later OS 

Volume licensing pricing avail- 
able for as few as five licenses 



* Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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New Peripherals 
For Your New PC 

Windows 7-Compatible Hardware 



Dhe launch of Microsoft's 
Windows 7 opens the door 
to engineering that simpli- 
fies everyday computing 
tasks and makes new ideas 
happen. These innovations 
begin with the inspiration that you can 
use your computer the way you want to. 
Windows 7 can meet these expectations 
with its streamlined yet practical interface 
and applications. Moreover, the hardware 
that accompanies this operating system 
will serve to complement its capabilities. 

Microsoft has released a handful of 
Windows 7-specific peripherals to en- 
hance the computing experience, 
whether you're using a mobile or sta- 
tionary computer. The Microsoft 
LifeCam Cinema, Wireless Comfort 
Desktop 5000, Wireless Mobile Mouse 
6000, and Wireless Mobile Mouse 4000 
each bring something unique to the 
table — and they're just the beginning. 

Microsoft LifeCam Cinema 

Combining a high-precision glass ele- 
ment lens and sharp video quality, the 
Microsoft LifeCam Cinema ($79.95; 
www.microsoft.com/hardware) Web 
cam comes equipped with a 720p high- 
definition sensor (with a 16:9 aspect 
ratio) to record video at 30fps. And to 
compensate for video calls made in low- 
light environments, Microsoft has de- 
signed the LifeCam Cinema so that frame 
rates will not go below 7.5fps. This pre- 
vents video imaging from becoming 
blurred or appearing jerky. Microsoft's 



Wireless Mobile 
Mouse 6000 • $49.95 




Accessorize 
With Comfort, 
Innovation 



The LifeCam Cinema 
boasts a 720p video 
sensor for widescreen use 
and is appropriate for 
dim-light environments 

The Wireless Comfort 
Desktop combines the 
Comfort Curve key- 
board and advanced 
wireless mouse 

Microsoft's BlueTrack 
Technology mice are 
all outfitted for 
Windows 7 and let 
you use your wireless 
mouse on practically 
any surface 

Fashionable hardware 
designs and ergonomic 
features make Windows 
7 peripherals easy on 
your eyes and hands 



Wireless Mobile 
Mouse 4000 • $39.95 



Clear-Frame Technology also automati- 
cally matches the camera's resolution 
and frame rates to your computer's, 
which reduces noise and graininess. 

It also has a 74-degree view for wide- 
screen use. "When we started working on 
LifeCam Cinema almost a year ago, we 
were motivated by the fact that new 
computer displays were predominantly 
widescreen and top social networking 
sites were allowing widescreen video/' 
said Stuart Milton, systems engineer for 
Microsoft Hardware. "LifeCam Cinema 
sets the stage for the next generation of 
Web cam use: uploading widescreen 
videos with amazing quality to social net- 
working sites and chatting live with 
friends and family in widescreen format." 
Note that widescreen video calling isn't 
available yet, but is expected in the future. 

Architecturally, the LifeCam Cinema 
features a long body, built-in lens 




hood, swivel and tilt 
base, and noise-cancel- 
ing microphone. And, Windows Live 
customers can rest assured that the 
LifeCam Cinema integrates well with 
Windows Live Movie Maker and Photo 
Gallery to share multimedia via text, 
voice, and video. 

Microsoft Wireless 
Comfort Desktop 5000 

The Wireless Comfort Desktop 5000 
($79.95) pairs a wrist-friendly, ergonomic 
keyboard with a rubber-outfitted am- 
bidextrous mouse, providing a peripheral 
set specifically designed for Windows 
7. The Comfort Curve feature on the 
Wireless Comfort Keyboard 5000 uses a 
6-degree curve, which encourages a 
proper and natural wrist posture. For 
even more comfort during extended key- 
board use, you can take advantage of the 
soft-touch palm rest and removable feet. 
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"People are spending more time on 
computers than ever before, so comfort 
is very important/' said Dan Odell, lead 
ergonomist and user researcher at 
Microsoft Hardware. "A Comfort Curve 
keyboard, like the Wireless Comfort 
Desktop 5000, provides an easy way to 
improve your typing ergonomics while 
maintaining your productivity." 



includes the one-touch mouse access to 
Windows Flip, which allows users to view 
thumbnails of their open applications. 

Microsoft Wireless 
Mobile Mouse 6000 

If you're looking for a mobile mouse that 
doesn't sacrifice performance for porta- 




For easy access to your Windows 7 
Taskbar Favorites, Microsoft includes a 
row of Taskbar buttons with convenient 
icons that correspond to each Taskbar ap- 
plication. The Wireless Comfort Keyboard 
5000 also incorporates quiet touch keys 
for more comfortable typing and media 
keys for access to popular functions, such 
as play, pause, and volume. 

The Wireless Mouse 5000 goes above 
and beyond what most expect from a 
mouse, thanks to the included BlueTrack 
Technology, which lets you use your 
mouse on virtually any surface. Unlike a 
standard optical or laser mouse, the 
BlueTrack Technology in the Wireless 
Mouse 5000 makes sure you can use your 
mouse no matter where you're com- 
puting, whether you utilize a granite 
countertop, soft carpet, a public bench, 
or a wood table. (BlueTrack Technology 
cannot track on clear glass or mirrored 
surfaces.) Furthermore, Microsoft 



bility, the Microsoft Wireless Mobile 
Mouse 6000 ($49.95) will provide the in- 
genuity necessary to match the power of 
Windows 7 and the requirements of you, 
the mobile user. This model also boasts 
Microsoft's unique BlueTrack Tech- 
nology, which combines a high-contrast 
blue LED and a camera sensor so the 
mouse can "see" the surface, even if it's 
outside, dusty, or sensitive. 

The Wireless Mobile Mouse 6000's 
snap-in nano-transceiver, which pro- 
vides a reliable wireless connection, can 
be plugged into a PC or stored in the 
mouse itself. In terms of tactile benefits, 
the Wireless Mobile Mouse 6000 fea- 
tures five programmable buttons and 
four-way scrolling. 

Computer power users will appreciate 
that the Wireless Mobile Mouse 6000 
can operate for 10 months on a single 
AA battery. This is also a convenient 



feature for travelers who are con- 
stantly on the go and using their mo- 
bile mouse and laptop frequently. And 
when it's time to replace the batteries, 
a two-color battery life indicator will 
turn red as a warning. 

Microsoft Wireless 
Mobile Mouse 4000 

Available in an array of five colors (teal 
blue, berry pink, lime green, graphite, 
and white), the Microsoft Wireless 
Mobile Mouse 4000 ($39.95) is sporty 
enough to pair with your netbook yet 
powerful (and affordable) enough to 
use anytime, anywhere. Moreover, the 
colors for the Wireless Mobile Mouse 
4000 were specifically selected by 
Microsoft's design group from the 
2009 fashion runways, so they're guar- 
anteed to be a trendy peripheral for 
mobile users. 

The Wireless Mobile Mouse 4000 inte- 
grates many of the aforementioned 
features, including the snap-in nano- 
transceiver, two-color battery life indi- 
cator (using one AA battery), and 
BlueTrack Technology. Just as Microsoft 
got creative with the Wireless Mobile 
Mouse 4000's design and performance, 
you can get creative when utilizing the 
BlueTrack Technology as you move 
your mouse around the hardwood 
floor, leather couch, beach towel, or 
cloth armrest. 

New Features, More Fun 

With so many new features offered in 
Windows 7, don't overlook the hard- 
ware that will make the transition even 
more exciting. Whether you're looking 
for an HD-ready, standalone Web cam, 
easy-on-the-wrists keyboard, or a 
mouse you can take everywhere, there's 
a peripheral available that can match 
your personality and preferences and 
enhance your personal computing 
experience. \H 



iFirstGlimpse 



First Glimpse / November 2009 43 



COMPUTERS 



Media The Way 
You Want It 

Windows Media Center In Windows® 7 



011 too often, our com- 
puters end up as re- 
positories for our 
digital photos, music, 
and home videos. With 
Windows Media Center, 
Microsoft (www.microsoft.com) gives 
you a way to easily access and play back 
your digital media and free it from the 
confines of your computer. And in 
Windows 7, Microsoft has simplified the 
sharing process and added new features 
for viewing digital TV and streaming 
media from your computer to your 
home theater and other Internet-con- 
nected HDTVs, wireless photo frames, 
mobile phones, and portable media 
players that feature the Compatible 
with Windows 7 logo. 

What Is Windows 
Media Center? 

Included with Windows® 7, Windows 
Media Center gives you one-stop access 
to free entertainment wherever and 
whenever you want. Search and find 
your favorite TV shows and movies 
from the Internet, from one simple to 
use guide. And, by adding an inexpen- 
sive TV tuner, your Windows Media 
Center becomes a Digital Video 
Recorder (DVR) for recording broadcast 
TV shows, so you can watch them on 
your own schedule. 

Windows Media Center also lets you 
create slideshows of your photos; play 
music stored on your PC and other com- 
puters on your network or from Internet 
radio streams; and watch DVDs, home 
videos, and downloaded movies. 



Windows Media Center 
makes it simple to find 
and watch your favorite 
TV shows and movies 
from the Internet, all 
in one place. 



Windows Media 
Center Notables 



Search and find your 
favorite TV shows and 
movies from the Internet 

Watch and record broad- 
cast or cable TV shows 
and movies (TV tuner 
required). 

Stream digital media to 
your home theater and 
other supported devices 
on your home network 

Organize and manage 
all your media in one 
place. 

View images, play music, 
and watch videos, in- 
cluding DVDs 




In Windows 7, it's easy to select 
which devices you want to stream 
your photos, music, and videos to. 



Using the new features in Windows 7 like 
Play To, HomeGroup, and Remote Media 
Streaming, it's also possible to stream im- 
ages, music, and videos over your home 
network to compatible devices, such as 
set-top boxes, select gaming consoles, 
Internet-connected HDTVs, wireless 
photo frames, mobile phones, and 
portable media players with Web 
access. You'll have complete control over 
the files that are shared, and Microsoft 
adds password protection to limit access 
to only those you trust. 

Windows® 7 
& Media Center 

In Windows 7, Microsoft has made it 
easier for you to share the content on 
your computer and access media stored 
on other networked PCs. When you set 



iFirstGlimpse 



up your network connection, you'll 
create a homegroup that other Windows 
7 computers can join, so the shared 
music, images, and videos from everyone 
in the homegroup can be accessed from a 
single location. 

Windows Media Center has also been 
enhanced to pull Internet media con- 
tent, such as online TV shows and 
movies, and automatically add it to the 
broadcast TV options in the Electronic 
Program Guide, so you can easily find 
and watch TV shows across different 
networks using the easy to use guide. Or 
simply search through the programming 
available to find the shows you'd like to 
watch. With so many options available 
for your media, all we have to say is, wel- 
come to your connected home. B3 



*Windows Media Center is included in all Windows 7 editions, 
except Windows 7 Starter and Windows 7 Home Basic 
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HOW TO BUY. 



A Monitor 



Specs To Keep An 
Eye Out For 




Dour computer's visual in- 
terface is no less important 
than any other component 
that makes it operational. 
Depending on how you 
use your monitor on a 
daily basis, you'll need to determine what 
size and specifications are best-suited for 
your computing lifestyle. As you're 
browsing the computer monitor section 
at your local CE retailer, you'll want to 
search for features that make it comfort- 
able for you to view your monitor daily. 

Screen Size & Movement 

The most popular monitor model is the 
flat-panel LCD monitor— it's relatively 
inexpensive and comes standard with 
most desktop PCs. If you plan to use a 
monitor primarily for Internet surfing or 
word processing, an 18- to 20-inch 
monitor (monitor dimensions are mea- 
sured diagonally) should suffice because 
you do not need to view graphic-heavy 
content on a regular basis. 



Most recent models are available with a 
widescreen aspect ratio. The aspect ratio 
indicates the proportion of a monitor's 
width and height. While a standard dis- 
play has a 4:3 aspect ratio, a widescreen 
monitor has a 16:9 aspect ratio, which is 
ideal for watching movies or HDTV on 
your monitor (via TV tuner). Regardless 
of what size of monitor you choose, phys- 
ical adjustment features should be taken 
into consideration. Be sure to note if the 
monitor features swivel, pivot, tilt, or shift 
options, as this will allow you to adjust 
the monitor to fit your needs. 

Visual Aesthetics 

There are several other terms you'll want 
to familiarize yourself with when you're 
selecting a monitor, such as viewing angle 
and contrast ratio. A viewing angle will 
tell you how much of an angle you can be 
from a monitor and still be able to dis- 
cern its on-screen graphics. You can test 
this specification by stepping from far left 
to far right as you observe a monitor to 



Monitor Specifics 



>te of what size monitor will 



work best 



in your computing < 



ment — sizes typia 



to 30 inches 



Most monitors will rotate, shift, 
swivel, or pivot so you can adjust the 
monitor for optimal viewing comfort 

Aspect ratio, contrast ratio, and 
viewing angle are all important specs 
to consider when monitor shopping 



see if it produces acceptable visual 
quality. Some models will advertise a 
single viewing angle, such as 170 degrees, 
or multiple vantage points. 

Contrast ratio, such as 700:1, is the dif- 
ference between the blackest black and 
the whitest white. The higher the con- 
trast ratio, the better your images will 
look on-screen. It's also important to 
note that you should compare the same 
type of contrast ratio when you are 
looking at monitors — static contrast 
ratio and dynamic contrast ratio are not 
the same because they are determined 
under different testing situations. 

Lifestyle vs. Hobbies 

Aside from the above-mentioned specifi- 
cations, much of what will help you de- 
cide on a monitor are your personal 
interests. A fan of computer gaming may 
want to purchase a monitor with a large 
display and enhanced color accuracy to 
support a high-end graphics card. Movie 
enthusiasts should look for similar fea- 
tures, along with an HDMI input to view 
high-definition content at its best. 

Image Is Everything 

You'll want to make sure you don't se- 
lect a monitor that's too small, too big, 
or has colors that are too dark or too 
bright. Without scrutinizing all of the 
factors we've outlined, this may leave 
you with a less-than-ideal monitor for 
your computer setup. 03 

By Joanna Safford 
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Organization Is Just 
A Label Away SHfe*: 



Brother's P-Touch Label Makers 




little label can go a 
long way when you're 
looking to save time. 
Consider how much 
time it takes you to re- 
connect your home- 
theater cables when 
you move your equipment or to search 
for a single document in your file cab- 
inet when the folders aren't easily iden- 
tifiable. Brother's P-Touch devices, the 
PT-70 and PT-1280 ($19.99 and $29.99, 
respectively; www.brother-usa.com), are 
two portable, battery-powered label 
makers that feature LCDs and QWERTY 
keyboards to let you quickly create easy- 
to-read adhesive labels. 

Get Acquainted With 
The PT-70 

The PT-70 can produce non-laminated 
labels that are available in many colors, 
which are ideal for organizing indoor 
spaces, such as shelves, files, pantries, 
plastic tubs, boxes of kids' toys, or food 
containers. Even better, Brother's PT-70 
has a Time And Date function that can 
be used to quickly label perishable foods 
and other time-sensitive materials. And 
for more labeling flexibility, you can 
print on tape that's wide enough to ac- 
commodate up to two lines of text and 
use 71 different character symbols. To 
get you started on organization, each 
unit includes 13 feet of Brother's half- 
inch Black On White tape. 

The PM 280: An 
Indoor/Outdoor Helper 

In addition to printing on a variety of 
non-laminated Brother tape styles and 
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colors, the PT-1280 can also create labels 
that have a protective laminated coating. 
This added benefit will ensure your labels 
are durable enough to withstand the ele- 
ments, making them ideal for organizing 
contents in your garage, adding plant 
names to seed pots, and identifying 
storage bins in your shed. The laminated 
tapes are also resistant to chemicals, oil, 
and water, and the tape's strong bond 
will withstand extreme heat and cold to 
stay firmly attached. The PT-1280 can 
also use Brother's Flexible ID tape, which 
is designed to adhere to textured sur- 
faces and rounded edges — making it 



P-Touch Pros 

• Portable label makers that use 
battery or AC power 

• QWERTY keyboard for familiar 
text entry 

• Compatible with a variety of tape 
sizes and styles 

• LCD to let you review text before 
printing 

• Purchase an all-in-one Brother 
printer at Best Buy, and you can 
get the PT-70 for $9.99— that's 
$10 off the regular price of $19.99 

FirstGlimpsel 



ideal for organizing and identifying your 
home-theater cables or electrical wiring 
in your home. For quick label reprints, 
the PT-1280 offers three "favorite keys" 
to let you store label text that you fre- 
quently use, such as your name. 

A Tradition Of Excellence 

Brother's been making label makers since 
1988, so they know the features you need 
in both a label maker and tape. To help 
you organize your life, a P-Touch label 
maker is a smart everyday solution. 03 



A Label For All 
Occasions 



iere are some 



>as to get you 



Organize cables and wires in youi 
home theater with the PT-1280 
Place titles on the case spines of 
CDs and DVDs you create 
Add date labels on the back of 
photo prints with the PT-70 
Make creative labels for crafts 



COMPUTERS 



EPSON 

EXCEED YOUR VISION 



Designed For Excellence 

Epson Printers, Ink & Specialty Papers 




pson (www.epson.com) ink jet printers, ink, and spe- 
cialty papers are designed to work together to produce 
excellent quality photos and documents for everyone 
from amateur photographers to small business owners 
to students. Epson engineers have designed these innov- 
ative products to produce prints that are instantly dry, 
smudge-resistant, and long lasting. Whether you're using an NX series 
printer for everyday tasks, a WorkForce series model for business needs, 
an Artisan series printer for your creative side, or a PictureMate for lab- 
quality 4" x 6" photo prints, Epson's comprehensive ink jet printing solu- 
tions will consistently deliver great-looking documents and photos. 



* 



The Epson Advantage 

Epson's printer, paper, and ink products are each 
centered on four principles: 

• Vivid print quality — true-to-life colors and 
laser-sharp text 

• Instant-dry, smudge-resistant — touchable 
prints straight from the printer 

• Long-lasting — prints last up to 200 years before 
fading 

• Hassle-free printing — low-ink alerts, plus no 
jamming or skewing 




Vivid 

Print Quality 

Epson's print quality is born 
from the company's patented 
MicroPiezo print head. This 
advanced technology 
smoothly and accurately 
places perfectly-formed ink 
droplets on photo or plain 
paper. When matched with 
Epson Photo, Presentation or 
Craft Paper, any one of 
Epson's five ink sets ensure 
high-quality prints for every- 
thing from frame-worthy 
photos to T-shirt transfers to 
business documents. 




Instant Dry, 
Smudge Resistant 

Epson inks are engineered to 
bond instantly to Epson spe- 
cialty papers — no smudges, 
smears, or waiting for prints to 
dry. Whether using 
DURABrite Ultra Ink for laser- 
sharp business documents, 
Claria Hi-Definition Ink for 
spectacular photo prints, 
Epson UltraChrome Hi-Gloss 2 
Ink for impactful 13" wide 
photos, Epson UltraChrome K3 
with Vivid Magenta Ink for 
museum-quality prints, or the 
PictureMate ink-paper 
package for 4" x 6" glossy or 
matte prints, your prints will 
be vibrant. 




Long- Lasting Prints 

Epson printers, ink, and spe- 
cialty papers work together to 
preserve your treasured mem- 
ories — prints last up to 200 
years in an album or up to 100 
plus years in a picture frame. 
Independent tests also show 
that Epson prints last up to 
four times longer than lab 
prints. 




Hassle-Free Printing 

Running out of ink at an 
inopportune moment or 
having an unexpected printer 
glitch is the last thing a busy 
exec or active parent needs. 
Epson Intellidge technology 
sends you a low-ink alert to 
ensure you have time to stock 
up on ink. And, Epson offers 
added convenience with indi- 
vidual ink cartridges— replace 
only the color you need. 
Thanks to Epson's advanced 
paper-feed mechanism, Epson 
papers will pass through your 
printer perfectly every time- 
no jamming. 



What Epson Delivers 

Epson ink jet printers, ink, and specialty papers are designed to work together for optimal prints. You will receive hassle-free, instant 
dry, smudge-resistant, and long-lasting results. To find an Epson printing solution that fits your needs, visit your local CE retailer for 
more information. 
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THINGS TO KNOW 



NOTEBOOK SECURITY 



Q 



What type of internal security do I need for 
my notebook? 



A You will want to purchase antivirus and antispyware 
protection software that automatically protects your 
notebook from spyware, worms, Trojans, and other infec- 
tions. Also look for features such as a firewall or identity 
theft protection. 



Q 



Is notebook security different from desktop security? 



A Because the internal components of a desktop and a 
notebook computer are essentially the same (but a note- 
book's are smaller), security isn't much different in terms of 
protection against Internet malware. However, you'll want to 
make sure the software's specifications meet your perfor- 
mance needs in terms of efficiency. 



Q 



Why should I invest in antivirus software when I can 
find it for free? 



A Free antivirus programs won't provide enough defense 
for your system because you won't be able to thoroughly 
update your PC to protect against vulnerabilities. 



Q 



How do I protect my notebook against crashes 
and freezes? 



A Purchase a program that's designed to search for and fix 
internal errors caused by incorrect settings and/or a clut- 
tered hard drive. These preventive measures can keep your 
notebook running more reliably and efficiently. 



Q 
A 



How can I keep my notebook's hard drive and data safe? 

Aside from backing up all of your important documents 
on an external hard drive, you can also use a backup and 



recovery program that archives the contents of your note- 
book's hard drive. Migrating your data to another storage 
device periodically will ensure that you don't lose your data 
in the event your laptop breaks down or is lost or stolen. 



Q 



What type of external protection is appropriate for 
my notebook? 



A In general, some type of shell, sleeve, bag, or case is a 
common choice for protecting the exterior of your 
notebook. Other case styles include backpacks, which come 
with a laptop-specific pocket and have reinforced shoulder 
straps and resilient material for maximum protection. 



Q 



What kinds of protective features should I look for in 
a case? 



A This depends on how much protection you would like 
to provide for your notebook. Some cases include 
layers of padding or are made of nylon to keep out moisture 
and protect from bumps. 



Q 



How do I protect my laptop when it's not in its case? 



Purchase a hard-shell plastic case that will fit directly 
#\ onto your laptop and features rubber edges to protect 
against scratches or accidental impacts. When your laptop 
case is closed, the hard-shell case can also protect against 
liquids, such as spilled coffee. 



Q 



What is a laptop lock? 



A Laptop locks secure your notebook. Look for a steel 
cable lock that will latch to the built-in security slot on 
your notebook. If your notebook doesn't include one, make 
sure the lock comes with an attachable lock slot. 



COMPUTERS 



A 



Which Notebook Computer Is Best For You? 

notebook computer is a pretty big purchase for most people, and it's usually a bit overwhelming, too. This chart compares 
the features and specs from several different types of notebook models. 



Operating 
system 



Processor 



Hard drive 
size; RAM 



Screen size 



Dimensions; 
Weight 



Optical drives; 
Media card reader 



What It Means 



The software 
(usually Win- 
dows or Mac OS 
X) that controls 
your computer 



Chip that con- 
trols the com- 
puter (typically, 
a bigger num- 
ber is better) 



How much data 
the computer 
can hold; Mem- 
ory that's read 
and written to 



The diagonal 
measurement 
of the note- 
book's screen 



Height x width 
x depth; How 
much the lap- 
top weighs 



Drives that can read 
and write discs; Slots 
that read media 
cards without a sep- 
arate peripheral 




AcerAS5532-5535 

MSRP: $349.99* 
SKU 9555769 



Windows 7 

Home 

Premium 



1.6GHz AMD 
Athlon 



160GB; 3GB 



15.6 inches 



1.5x14.4x 
10.8 inches; 
N/A 



Double-layer 
DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW; Yes 



Cl 



Gateway EC1 41 0U 

MSRP: $399.99* 
SKU 9574757 



Windows 7 

Home 

Premium 



1.3GHz Intel 
Celeron 



250GB; 2GB 



11.6 inches 



0.8 to 
1.1x11.2x8 
inches; 2.9 
pounds 



No; Yes 




Toshiba Satellite 
ProL300-EZ1523 

MSRP: $629* 
SKU 9447397 



Windows XP 
Professional 



2GHz Intel 
Core 2 Duo 



250GB; 4GB 



15.4 inches 



1.5x14.2x 
10.5 inches; 
5.5 pounds 



Double-layer 
DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW; Yes 




HPdv4-1365dx 

MSRP: $749.99* 
SKU 9171497 



Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 



2GHz Intel 
Core 2 Duo 



250GB; 4GB 



14.1 inches 



1.3 to 

1.5x13.1x9.4 
inches; 5 
pounds 



Double-layer 
DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW; Yes 






SonyVAlO 
VGN-BZ562N 

MSRP: $949.99* 
SKU 9458437 



Windows 
Vista Business 
with XP Pro 
downgrade 



2.1GHz Intel 
Core 2 Duo 



320GB; 4GB 



15.4 inches 



1.5x14.3x 
10.5 inches; 
5.8 pounds 



Double-layer 
DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW; Yes 




Asus G60VX-RBBX05 

MSRP: $999.99* 
SKU 9556072 



Windows 7 

Home 

Premium 



2.1GHz Intel 
Core 2 Duo 



320GB; 4GB 



16 inches 



1.6x14.8x 
10.4 inches; 
7.2 pounds 



Double-layer 
DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW; Yes 




Apple 
MacBook Pro 

MSRP: $1,199* 
SKU 9375115 



Mac OS X 
10.5 Leopard 



2.2GHz Intel 
Core 2 Duo 



160GB; 2GB 



13.3 inches 



0.95x1 2.78x 
8.94 inches; 
4.5 pounds 



Double-layer 
DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW; Yes 




Dell Adamo 

MSRP: $1,499* 
SKU 9375035 



Windows 7 
Premium 



1.2GHz Intel 
Core 2 Duo 



128GB; 2GB 



13.4 inches 



0.65x1 3.09x 
9.5 inches; 4 
pounds 



Not included 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Which Netbook Is Best For You? 

etbooks don't offer the full capabilities that notebooks do, but these compact devices are ideal for those who need to stay 
connected while on the go. To find the netbook that fits your mobility needs, here's a comparison of the latest models. 



Operating 
system 



Processor 



Hard drive 
size; RAM 



Graphics 
card 



Memory 
card reader 



Ports 



What It Means 



The software 
(usually Win- 
dows XP or 
Linux) that con- 
trols your PC 



Chip that con- 
trols the com- 
puter (typically, 
a bigger num- 
ber is better) 



How much data 
the computer 
can hold; Mem- 
ory that's read 
and written to 



Controls the 
quality of the 
video and im- 
ages you see 
on-screen 



Slots that can 
read media 
cards without a 
separate 
peripheral 



Sockets that give 
your computer 
access to differ- 
ent peripherals 



* 



AsusEeePC900HD 

MSRP: $249.99* 
SKU 9447495 



Windows XP 
Home 



N/A 



160GB; 1GB 



Intel Graphics 
Media 
Accelerator 
950 



SD/MMC 



3 USB; 1 
Ethernet 




Gateway LT2023U 

MSRP: $299.99* 
SKU 9568639 



Windows XP 
Home 



1.6GHz Intel 
Atom N270 



160GB; 1GB 



Intel Graphics 
Media 
Accelerator 
950 



SD/MMC/ 
MS/MS 
Pro/xD- 
Picture Card 



3 USB; 1 
Ethernet; 1 
VGA 




MSIU100-641US 

MSRP: $329.99* 
SKU 9178775 



Windows XP 
Home 



1.6GHz Intel 
Atom N270 



160GB; 1GB 



Intel Graphics 
Media 
Accelerator 
950 



SD/MMC/ 
MS/MS Pro 



3 USB; 1 
Ethernet; 1 
VGA 



% 



AsusMK90 

MSRP: $349.99* 
SKU 9441865 



Windows XP 
Home 



N/A 



160GB; 1GB 



Intel Graphics 
Media 
Accelerator 
950 



SD/SDHC/ 
MMC 



3 USB; 1 
Ethernet; 1 
VGA 



®- 



HP Mini 1036 
NRPC 

MSRP: $369.99* 
SKU 9446138 



Windows XP 
Home 



1.6GHz Intel 
Atom 



160GB; 1GB 



Intel Graphics 
Media 
Accelerator 
950 



SD/SDHC/ 
MMC/MS/ 
xD-Picture 
Card 



3 USB; 1 
Ethernet; 1 
VGA 




Compaq Mini 
110o1040DX 

MSRP: $389.99* 
SKU 9376953 



Windows XP 
Home 



1.6GHz Intel 
Atom 



160GB; 1GB 



Intel Graphics 
Media 
Accelerator 
950 



SD/MMC/ 
MS/xD- 
Picture Card 



3 USB; 1 
Ethernet 



s^ 



Toshiba NB205- 
N325PK 

MSRP: $399.99* 
SKU 9575603 



Windows 7 

Starter 

Edition 



1.6GHz Intel 
Atom N280 



160GB; 1GB 



Intel Graphics 
Media 
Accelerator 
950 



SD/SDHC/ 
MMC 



3 USB; 1 
Ethernet 



Sony Vaio 
VPCW121AX/W 

MSRP: $499.99* 
SKU 9568185 



Windows 7 

Starter 

Edition 



1.6GHz Intel 
Atom N280 



250GB; 1GB 



Intel Graphics 
Media 
Accelerator 
950 



MS Pro 



2 USB; 1 
Ethernet; 1 
VGA 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Get The Unfair Advantage With Razer 



^ i&/£/£R 



Gaming mice make all the difference between living and getting fragged in-game. Razer's full lineup of gaming mice 
ensure that you have the right equipment to get the job done. With a bevy of features like Hyperespone Buttons™, 
On-The-Fly-Sensitivity™, Razer Synapse™ and Ultrapolling™, one upping your opponent has never been more lethal. 



Product Name 
SKU 

MSRP 

DPI Range 

Number Of Buttons 

On-The-Fly 
Sensitivity™ 
Adjustment 

Razer Synapse 
Onboard Memory™ 

1,000Hz 

Ultrapolling™/ 1ms 

Response Time 

Sensor Type 

Wireless 
Functionality 

Form Factor 

Best For 
Game Genre 

LED Colors 

PC/Mac 
Compatibility 

Dimensions 
(HxWxD) 

Approximate 
Weight 

System 
Requirements 


Razer Mamba 

9212844 

$129.99* 


Razer Naga 

9549991 

$79.99* 


Razer DeathAdder 

8313595 

$59.99* 


Razer Lachesis 

8551649 

i 

$79.99* 


Razer Orochi 

9508918 

$79.99* 


Razer Salmosa 

9307118 

$39.99* 


100 to 5,600dpi 


100 to 5,600dpi 


450 to 3,500dpi 


800 to 4,000dpi 


125 to 4,000dpi 


800 to 1,800dpi 


7 buttons 


17 buttons 


5 buttons 


9 buttons 


7 buttons 


3 buttons 


Yes 


No 


Yes 


Yes 


Yes 


Yes 


Yes 


No 


No 


Yes 


Yes 


No 


Yes 


Yes 


Yes 


Yes 


Yes 


Yes 


3.5G laser 
sensor 


3.5G laser sensor 


3.5G infrared 
optical sensor 


3G laser sensor 


3G laser sensor 


3G infrared 
optical sensor 


Dual mode 

wired/wireless 

functionality 


7-foot braided 
cable 


7-foot braided 
cable 


7-foot wired 


Dual mode 
wired/wireless func- 
tionality 


7-foot wired 


Right handed 


Right handed 


Right handed 


Ambidextrous 


Ambidextrous 


Ambidextrous 


All games 


Massively 
Multi-player Online 


All games 


First Person 
Shooter 


Mobile gaming 


FPS & Real Time 
Strategy 


Blue 


Blue 


Nova Blue 


Banshee Blue & 
Phantom White 


Blue 


None 


PC 


PC or Mac 


PC or Mac 


PC 


PC or Mac 


PC 


42.5x70x1 28mm 


41.6x69x1 16mm 


42.5x70x1 28mm 


40x71x1 28mm 


35x67.8x99mm 


37x63x1 15mm 


108g (without 
battery)/ 129g 
(with battery) 


143g 


133g 


130g 


95g (without bat- 

tery)/141g(with 

battery) 


104g 


Win 2000/ 
XP/X64/MCE 
2005/Vista/ 
Vista64 


WinXP/x64/ 
Vista/Vista64 
or Mac OS X 
(v1 0.4 and above) 


PC/Mac with USB; 
WinXP/XP64/Vista/ 
Vista64 or Mac OS 
X(v1 0.4 and above) 


Win2000/XP/ 
X64/MCE 
2005/Vista/ 
Vista64 


USB Bluetooth; 
WinXP/x64/Vista/ 
Vista64orMacOSX 
(v1 0.4 and above) 


Win 2000/ 

XP/X64/MCE 

2005/Vista/Vista64 



* Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Express Your Creativity With Wacom's Bamboo Tablets 




wacom 



Wacom's new family of Bamboo tablets, now featuring multi-touch input, simplify navigation and enhance artistic 
computing tasks. With five models, one providing touch-only, another pen-only, and three tablets that combine 
multi-touch and pen input in the same device, Bamboo provides creative control of computing tasks through finger 
taps and gestures or via Wacom's pressure-sensitive pen. You choose! To help you decide which model is best for 
you, we've outlined the features and benefits of each Wacom Bamboo tablet in the chart below. 



Product Name 


Bamboo Touch 




Bamboo Pen 


Bamboo Pen & Touch 


Bamboo Craft Pen & Touch 


Bamboo Fun Pen & Touch 


SKU 


9462636 




9469014 


9468961 




9468989 


9467833 


MSRP 
Input Method 


1 




^L 


^# 




\» 


\£% 


■ 1 


E L 


\ l 










$69* 


$69* 


$99* 


$129* 


$199* 


Navigate and make se- 


Wacom's intuitive 


Featuring both pen and 


With a design to meet 


Fun is exactly what you 




lections on your Mac or 


pressure-sensitive pen 


multi-touch, this hybrid 


the needs of today's 


can expect when com- 




PC with this multi- 


provides ergonomic 


tablet is perfect for 


digital scrapbooker and 


bining this tablet's large 




touch device. You can 


comfort whether using it 


those looking for 


crafter, Bamboo Craft 


surface area with multi- 




double-click, select, 


to navigate or for cre- 


more navigational and 


supports pen and 


touch and pen input. 




zoom, pan, rotate, and 


ative input when draw- 


creative control options. 


multi-touch for hours 


Enjoy broader paint 




drag by using simple 


ing, painting, or working 




and hours of memory 


strokes and more free- 




finger taps and gestures. 


with digital photos. 




making. 


dom of movement 


Design Features 










when navigating. 


Four ExpressKeys to run 


Textured work surface 


Four ExpressKeys to run 


Four ExpressKeys to run 


Four ExpressKeys to run 


Included 


user-defined shortcuts 


for paper-like feel 


user-defined shortcuts 


user-defined shortcuts 


user-defined shortcuts 


No software included 


Corel Painter Essentials 4 


Adobe Photoshop 


Photoshop Elements 7 


Photoshop Elements 7 


Software 






Elements 7 (Windows)/ 


(Windows)/6 (Mac), Nik 


(Windows)/6 (Mac), Nik 








6 (Mac) and Nik Color 


Color Efex Pro 3 WE3, 


Color Efex Pro 3 WE3, 








Efex Pro 3 WE3 


Corel Painter Essentials 
4, 26-lesson tutorial 
DVD, and Embellish- 
ments Library for scrap- 


and Corel Painter 
Essentials 4 


Added Benefits 








booking 




Ambidextrous design 


Use pen's customizable 


Free Shutterfly photo 


Free Shutterfly photo 


Largest tablet surface 






side switch for com- 


book and one year 


book, one year mem- 


within Bamboo family, 






monly used shortcuts 


membership to 


bership to CafePress 


free Shutterfly photo 








CafePress Online store 


Online store, subscrip- 
tion to Scrapbooking & 
Beyond magazine, and 
classes to learn how 
to use your tablet on 


book, and one year 
membership to 
CafePress Online store 


Color 
Perfect For 








DigitalScrapbookPlace. 
com 




Black 


Black 


Black 


Silver 


Silver 


Those who want multi- 


Artistic types who enjoy 


Anyone who wants to 


Novice to serious digital 


People who want to 




touch capabilities and 


digital drawing, painting, 


have multi-touch for 


scrapbookers, crafters, 


have fun with digital 




prefer finger-based 


and note-taking. 


navigation and the pen 


andquilters. 


photos using multi- 




input. 




for photo editing and re- 
touching. 




touch and pen input. 



* Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Enjoy Secure & Efficient Computing With Kaspersky 



ka{i>zr{kYo 



Kaspersky software gives you the benefit of unique technologies that deliver the best protection, performance, and 
security utilities available. Raise your defenses against threats to protect your sensitive data and keep your computer 
running more efficiently with Kaspersky Anti-Virus 2010 or Kaspersky Internet Security 2010. To help you find the 
Kaspersky security solution that best fits your needs, here's what each product has to offer. 



Product Name 
SKU 

MSRP 

Virus & Spyware 
Protection 

Email & File 

Attachment 

Scans 

Application 

Vulnerability 

Scans 

Anti-phishing 

Virtual Keyboard 

Kaspersky URL 
Advisor 

Personal Two- 
way Firewall & 
Anti-spam 
Protection 

Parental & 
Privacy Controls 

Whitelisting & 

Application 

Controls 

Safe Run Virtual 
Sandbox 

Other Notable 
Features 

Minimum 

System 

Requirements 


What It Means 


Kaspersky Anti-Virus 2010 

9467533 - 






Kaspersky Internet Security 2010 

9467542 - 


$59.95* 


Kaspersky* 


* 
i 




$79.95* 




* 

i 

I 

■ 




|^n 




■ 




Safeguards your computer from viruses, spy- 
ware, Trojans, worms, rootkits, bots, and more 


Yes 


Yes 


Guarantees that any files you receive via email 
are safe to download and open. 


Yes 


Yes 


Finds software that may pose as a security lia- 
bility. 


Yes 


Yes 


Unveils Web sites that pose as familiar Web sites 
that try to acquire information such as user- 
names, passwords, and banking information. 


Yes 


Yes 


An on-screen keyboard makes data entry com- 
pletely secure. 


Yes 


Yes 


A Microsoft Explorer and Mozilla Firefox add-in 
that warns you when you visit a dangerous site. 


Yes 


Yes 


Keeps malicious spam and hackers from ac- 
cessing your computer. 


No 


Yes 


Limits the time and access your children have 
while on the Internet. 


No 


Yes 


Determines the safety of your applications and 
uses an appropriate security level. 


No 


Yes 


Run all of your software and Internet browsers 
in an isolated location on your PC to prevent 
others from accessing sensitive information. 


No 


Yes 


Extra features that will help protect and en- 
hance your PC's performance. 


Instant message protection, appli- 
cation vulnerability scanning, and 
free tech support 


Banner ad blocking, instant message 
protection, application vulnerability 
scanning, Kaspersky iSwift and iChecker 
scanning, and free tech support 


Operating systems and computer specs needed 
to run the security software program. 


WinXP/Vista, 200MB free hard drive 
space, CD-ROM drive, Internet con- 
nection, and IE6 or higher 


WinXP/Vista, 200MB free hard drive 
space, CD-ROM drive, Internet connec- 
tion, and IE6 or higher 




* Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Software Listings 

Your PC 



C 



omputers can be used to create greeting cards, play games, balance your checkbook, and more. The thing is, most of 
these functions aren't available straight out of the box. To fully harness your computer's potential, you'll need to buy 
software. Here are some options. 



Art/Illustration/Graphics 

1 y* *| Corel Paint Shop 
BR-J Pro Photo X2 Ultimate 

^^^M www.corel.com 
Professional photo-editing software in an easy- 
to-use package. The Ultimate version also comes 
with a bonus pack loaded with free extras. 

■ Adobe Photoshop 
Lightroom 2 
$299* 
www.adobe.com 
This photo management software from Adobe 
lets you quickly and easily import, process, 
manage, and showcase your images. Plus, it in- 
tegrates with Photoshop CS4. 

Roxio Creator 2010 

$99.99* 

www.roxio.com 

Use Roxio Creator 2010 to easily 
capture, enhance, and save your photos, videos, 
and audio projects. Plus, easy sharing is avail- 
able via CD, DVD, your mobile phone, your 
iPod, or YouTube. It also includes video tuto- 
rials for advanced and beginner projects. 




print shop 123 



Broderbund The Print Shop 23 
Deluxe 

$49.99* 
www.broderbund.com 

No matter the project, you can use The Print 
Shop 23 Deluxe to easily create banners, busi- 
ness cards, letterhead, calendars, photo 
greeting cards, invitations, and more. 



Audio/Video 

Pinnacle 
Studio Ultimate 
Collection 

$129.99* 



www.pinnaclesys.com 
Pinnacle Studio Ultimate Collection comes with a 
full set of plug-ins and a Chroma-key green screen 
for advanced effects, editing and production. 



iLi C- 




Apple iLife '09 

$79* 

www.apple.com 
Use Apple's popular iPhoto, iMovie, iWeb, 
GarageBand, and iDVD on your Mac to orga- 
nize photos, create a Web site, record music, 
or edit movies. 



Cakewalk Music Creator 5 

$34.99* 

www.cakewalk.com 
A user-friendly interface lets you 
bring your music to life and give it a profes- 
sional sound. You can record, transcribe, and 
print your very own music. 

Apple Final Cut Express 4 

$199.99* 

www.apple.com 
A drag-and-drop interface provides seamless 
movement between editing trimming and 
adding effects to your videos. The software 
is compatible with popular HD formats, in- 
cluding HDV and AVCHD. 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Business Applications 



Microsoft Office Home & 
Student 2007 

$149.95* 

www.m icrosoft.com 




The Home and Student version of Microsoft 
Office 2007 includes Word, PowerPoint, Excel, 
and OneNote, which meets the basic con- 
sumer's needs perfectly. 

Adobe Acrobat 9 
Standard (Upgrade) 

$99* 

www.adobe.com 
Upgrade to Adobe Acrobat 9 Standard to 
easily create, combine, and manage various 
PDF documents with improved features. 

■ Intuit Quicken 
Business 2010 

www.quicken.intuit.com 
Features of the 2010 version of Quicken Home 
and Business include automatic bill reminders 
and a one-page view of your finances. Plus, it 
shows you where you're spending and where 
you can save. 

Smith Micro Software 
VMware Fusion 2 

$79.99* 

www.vmware.com 
Use VMware Fusion 2 to run Windows appli- 
cations on your Intel-based Mac, giving you 
greater freedom and productivity. 
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Games/ 
Entertainment 

2K Games Sid 
Meier's Civiliza- 
tion IV: The 
Complete Edition 

$39.99* 

www.2kgames.com 

Get the complete Civilization IV 

experience with the DRM-free 

version of classic Civilization IV 

plus three expansions. 

Her Interactive 
Nancy Drew 
Dossier 

$19.99* 
www.herinteractive.com 
You, as Nancy Drew, go under- 
cover on a movie set to investi- 
gate a Hollywood-style mystery 
Uncover who is behind suspi- 
cious press leaks and produc- 
tion accidents with Nancy's 
sleuthing skills. Earning points 
during the game reveals an 
alternate ending. 

Electronic Arts 
The Sims 3 

$49.95* 
www.ea.com 
Create your very own Sims. 
Customize their personalities, 
appearances, and homes, then 
send them out into the world to 
explore the neighborhood and 
meet new friends. 

Enlight 
Restaurant 
Empire II 

$19.99* 
www.enlight.com 
The sequel to Restaurant Empire 
takes you further into the culi- 
nary universe, where managing 
a restaurant isn't always a 
picnic. Includes new restaurant 
themes, categories, and more. 






Home 
Productivity 

Nuance Dragon 
NaturallySpeaking 
10 Preferred 

$199.99* 
www.nuance.com 
Dictate emails, reports, and doc- 
uments much faster than you 
can type by letting Dragon 
NaturallySpeaking do the typing 
for you. The software has an ac- 
curacy rate of up to 99%. 



Apple MobileMe 

$99* 

www.apple.com 
MobileMe, Apple's 





** mobile -' 




Internet service, lets you keep 
your email, contacts, and cal- 
endar up-to-date across your 
iPhone, iPod touch, Mac, and PC. 
It also lets you store and share 
documents online via iDisk, and 
you can manage everything on- 
line through a suite of Web ap- 
plications at www.me.com. 

DeLorme Street 
I Atlas USA 2010 
Plus 

$39.95* 
www.delorme.com 
Street Atlas USA 2010 is up- 
dated with new roads and road 
names, and it's now ready for 
use on any of your favorite de- 
vices, such as GPSes, netbooks, 
computers, and smartphones 

Susteen 

Data Pilot Backup 

& Sync Kit (LG) 

$24.99* 
www.datapilot.com 
Back up and sync your cell 
phone memory to your com- 
puter with a backup and sync 
kit. Kits for other phone manu- 
facturers are also available. 






Security/ 
Utilities 

Kaspersky 
| Lab Internet 
Security 
2010 

$79.95* 

www.kaspersky.com 
The newest version of Kaspersky 
Internet Security 2010 includes 
protection from the latest viruses, 
spyware, and malware threats. 

Kaspersky Lab 

Anti-Virus 

2010 

$59.95* 
www.kaspersky.com 
Kaspersky Anti-Virus 2010 in- 
cludes essential protection against 
Internet threats, such as viruses, 
spyware, Trojans, and more and 
includes phishing and identify theft 
defense, as well. 

Webroot 
Antivirus 
With Spy 
i Sweeper 2010 

$49.95* 

www.webroot.com 
Protect up to three computers 
from viruses and spyware. Spy 
Sweeper stops both known and 
potential threats by blocking sus- 
picious activity and is compatible 
with Microsoft's Windows 7 oper- 
ating system. 

Trend Micro 
Antivirus + 
AntiSpyware 

$39.95* 
www.trendmicro.com 
Automatic scans, updates, and 
outbreak alerts make it easy to 
safeguard data and files. Protects 
against viruses, worms, spyware, 
and Trojan horses, keeping your 
personal data safe. 





Backup/ 
Recovery 



Symantec 
Norton Ghost 
14.0 

$69.99* 
www.symantec.com 
Back up your entire computer 
or select specific files for back- 
up to ensure you're able to 
recover from any unforeseen 
events, such as a crash or 
virus attack. 



iolo System 
Mechanic 

$49.95* 
www.iolo.com 



With System Mechanic, you can 
find and fix errors and fragmen- 
tation on your PC, clean out 
clutter, and optimize your 
system for best performance. 



MacTuneUp 



Macware 
MacTuneUp 

$34.99* 
macwareinc.com 

Apple's software offering cleans 
your Mac by providing auto- 
matic maintenance and 
boosting Internet speed. You can 
create a bootable backup with 
disk clones and also back up in- 
dividual system folders. 



Drive l i0l0 

rubber 

j^J DriveScrubber 

I °*' e | www.iolo.com 
When it's time to get rid of 
your old computer, use Drive- 
Scrubber to ensure all your 
personal data has been de- 
leted. DriveScrubber will wipe 
your entire drive, including 
free space, and restore dam- 
aged drives. 
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COMPUTERS 



ROXIO 

Digital Media Software 

Create & Share Your Video, Photo & Audio Projects 




Roxio Creator 2010 



MSRP: $99.99 

SKU: 9467141 

www.roxio.com 




Quick Overview 

Roxio Creator 2010 is a complete multimedia 
suite for all your video, photo, music, data, 
burning, and sharing needs. Creator makes it 
easy for consumers of every age and experience 
level to transform photos and video from digi- 
tal cameras, camcorders, and camera phones 
into awesome multimedia stories to share and 
enjoy with family and friends. 

Perfect For 

All family members and digital media 
enthusiasts alike. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Easily burn and copy CDs, DVDs, and Blu-ray Discs 

• Edit movies and create DVDs like a pro 

• Rip CDs, digitize analog LPs, and create mixes for any occasion 

• Capture Web video and record streaming Internet radio for offline 
playback 

• Create photo slideshows, cards, calendars, panoramas, and more 

• Share your creations on CD, DVD, mobile phone, iPod, or YouTube 

• Built-in video tutorials and printable instructions help you get started 

Coolest Feature 

Integrated Smart Encoding technology cuts video processing time from 
hours to minutes. Plus, you can render your video five times faster thanks 
to supported ATI Stream and Nvidia CUDA technologies. 
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COMPUTERS 



Wireless Router 
Simple, Secure & Smart 



NETGEAR 



NETGEAR 

LIFETIME 
WARRANTY 




NETGEAR Wireless-N 
Router (WNR2000) 

MSRP: $79.99 

SKU: 8998506 

www.netgear.com 




Quick Overview 

Get connected to the Web easily and efficiently 
with NETGEAR's WNR2000, which uses the 
fastest Wi-Fi protocol— 802.1 1n. To get started, 
simply insert the installation CD, follow the NET- 
GEAR Smart Wizard steps, press the Push 'N' 
Connect button on the router, and your comput- 
ers will be safely added to your network. And to 
ensure your network is reliable and working at an 
optimal speed, a Broadband Usage Meter and 
Automatic Quality of Service are included. 

Perfect For 

Anyone who wants a fast, reliable network that 
doesn't require a complicated setup. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• 802.1 1 rvcompatible and backward-compatible with 802.1 1 b/g 

• Up to 300Mbps data transfer rates for high-speed connectivity 

• Push 'W Connect securely connects devices with one button 

• WPA2-PSK, WPA-PSK, and WEP security protocols, double firewall pro- 
tection, and (DoS) Denial-of-Service attack prevention 

• Live Parental Controls block inappropriate Internet material with settings 
that can be adjusted remotely via a Web browser 

• Broadband Usage Meter indicates your network's Internet traffic load 

• Automatic Quality of Service ensures a reliable Internet connection for 
Web surfing, streaming audio and video, and online gaming 

Coolest Feature 

NETGEAR stands behind the performance and reliability of the WNR2000 
and now proudly offers a lifetime hardware warranty. 
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A computer is a big investment, and now that 
you've taken the plunge, it's time to decide 
what accessories you need to go along with 
that shiny new purchase. We've rounded up several 



KEYBOARD 



O An ergonomic design can cut down on the wrist strain 

associated with carpal tunnel syndrome 
^ Bluetooth connectivity lends itself to a tidy desk with one 

less wire to contend with 

A specialty model, such as a gaming or media keyboard, 

adds functionality to your pastime of choice 



of our favorite must-have extras for every computer 
owner. Whether you have a laptop or desktop, be sure to 
add these items to your shopping list to complete your 
computing experience. B3 



MOUSE 



SURGE PROTECTOR - 

Ensure the electrical current running to your desktop or laptop 
computer doesn't exceed proper levels 
Portable models will protect your laptop when you're on the 
go for work or play 

CLEANING KIT - 

Specially designed cleaners will keep your LCD or plasma 
computer screen clean without running the risk of 
scratching its surface 

Cloths are often made out of low-conductivity material in 
order to reduce static 

USB HUB - 

Offers an affordable way to connect all of your peripherals, 

even if you have more gadgets than USB ports 

Adds the convenience of easy USB access— no more 

reaching behind your computer to plug in your USB devices 
v 

EXTERNAL HARD DRIVE - 



O A wireless mouse will cut down on cable clutter at your 

desk while offering the convenience of portability for 

laptop use 
^ A gaming mouse can deliver better accuracy and speed for 

the ultimate in control 
^ Consider customizable buttons if you want to be able to 

access media, files, or programs with one-touch access 

PRINTER - 

O A quality photo printer will eliminate trips to the drug- 
store for 4x6 prints and give you the ability to instantly 
share your photo memories 

^ An all-in-one model is the perfect addition for any busy 
family that needs a device that can operate as a copier, 
scanner, fax, and printer 

.WEBCAM - 

i > Bridge the gap between long-distance family and friends with 
online video chatting by adding a Web cam to your setup 



O Protect precious video and photo memories with backups 
( > Keep your computer running more efficiently by saving large 
files, such as your media collection, on an external drive 



/COMPUTING SERVICES - 

To keep your desktop or laptop computer in tip-top shape, 
take advantage of the computing services offered at your 
local CE retailer. They can help you keep your machine run- 
ning smoothly and free from the dangers that lurk online. 

Computer Setup & Networking 
Virus & Spyware Removal 
Data Backup & Recovery 
Hardware & Software Upgrades 
Training & Consultation 
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TomTom's XXL 540»S portable GPS device 

$249 

www.tomtom.com 




e Navigation Witl 





ith the holiday 
season upon us, 
it's time to start 
thinking about 
the perfect gift to 
give to those you 
love. TomTom's 
new XXL 540-S portable GPS device 
($249; www.tomtom.com) will prove to 
be a helpful road assistant that can uni- 
versally fit any recepient's lifestyle. With 
a simple user interface and large, col- 
orful icons on its 5-inch touchscreen, 
the 540-S is both easy to use and easy 
to see, making any trip in the car — 
whether it be long distance or a daily 
commute — more convenient. Plus, the 
device comes preloaded with maps of 
the United States, Canada, and Mexico, 
plus millions of points of interest. 

Simple & Smart 

With football season in full swing, your 
spouse could use a little help finding 
your son's high school games all across 
town. The XXL 540-S can get her ex- 
actly where she needs to go while 
being efficient with its IQ Routes tech- 
nology. This feature gives you the most 
efficient route depending on the time 
of day, and it determines the fastest 



route using historical traffic flow data 
instead of relying on posted speed 
limits. Additionally, the XXL 540-S off- 
ers Advanced Lane Guidance, which 
clearly shows you which lane you need 
to be in. At complex intersections, 
you'll get a clear 3D image that shows 
your route through the junction. 

Once you have reached your destina- 
tion, you can fold up the included 
Fold & Go EasyPort Mount into a com- 
pact size that can fit into a purse 
or bag, so you can take it with you. 
When you're ready to be on the road 
again, you can easily attach it to your 
windshield. 



The Ideal Gift 



The wide 5 -inch touchscreen with 
large, colorful icons and buttons 
makes the user interface simple for 



anyone to use. 



IQ Routes guides you along the 
most efficient route to help you get 
from one location to another faster. 
Advanced Lane Navigation helps 
users find their way through com- 
plex interchanges and multi-lane 
exits by showing on-screen which 
lane they need to be in. 

iFirstGlimpse 



Navigate With Ease 

Your parents are retired and are about 
to road trip across the country. To en- 
sure they are prepared for whatever 
crosses their path, give them a device 
they can use to make navigating 
easier. The XXL 540-S' 5-inch touch- 
screen, which features large icons and 
keyboard buttons, is new to the Tom- 
Tom line. Also included are spoken turn- 
by-turn directions will help them keep 
their eyes on the road. And with millions 
of points of interest, your parents will al- 
ways find what they seek, whether that is 
a restaurant, gas station, hotel, or more. 
And in the event they need to make an 
unexpected stop, the XXL 540-S' Help 
Me menu will provide emergency service 
information to get your parents the as- 
sistance they need quickly. 

While the TomTom XXL 540-S has 
many helpful features, such as its extra- 
wide 5-inch screen, the entire family of 
TomTom GPS devices includes many of 
the same great features and more. With 
a variety of feature-packed TomTom 
portable GPS devices to choose from 
this holiday season, you're sure to find a 
model that fits the needs of any driver 
on your gift list. IS 
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PORTABLE DEVICES 



Hit The Road With A TomTom GPS 



TomTom*^ 



TomTom believes that personal navigation should be as easy and safe as possible. They develop smart 
technology that gives you straightforward solutions and innovations that to make life easy including their 
exclusive TomTom Map Share™ and IQ Routes™ features. 



Plus, get LIVE services* including traffic, weather, local search powered by Google and more with 
TomTom's connected devices. 



Product Name 
SKU 



ONE 130/ 
130-S 

8774463 
8774427 



$129.99**/ 
$149.99** 



ONE140.S XL330.S 
9263254 Bundle 

9315902 



XL340.S 

9263263 



XXL540.S 

9988038 



GO 730 

8774533 



XL340.SUVE 

9988035 



GO 740 LIVE 

9263281 




$199.99 : 



$229.99' 



$249.99 



$299.99* : 



$349.99* 



299.99*= 



$399.99* : 



Touchscreen Size 



Preloaded Maps 



EasyPort™ Mount 

Spoken Street 
Names 



30-Day Latest 
Map Guarantee 

Plug & Go 

TomTom Map 
Share™ 

IQ Routes™ 

Advanced Lane 
Guidance 



3.5-inch 

United 
States, 
Canada 



Yes 



Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

No 
No 



3.5-inch 

United 
States, 
Canada, 
Mexico 

Yes 



Only avail- Yes 
able on the 
ONE130-S 



Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 
Yes 



4.3-inch 

United 
States, 
Canada 



Yes 
Yes 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

No 
No 



4.3-inch 

United 
States, 
Canada, 
Mexico 

Yes 



Yes 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 
Yes 



5-inch 

United 
States, 
Canada, 
Mexico 

Yes 



Yes 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 
Yes 



4.3-inch 

United 
States, 
Canada 



No 
Yes 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 
Yes 



4.3-inch 

United States, 
Canada, Mexico 



Yes 
Yes 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 
Yes 



4.3-inch 

United States, 
Canada 



No 
Yes 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 
Yes 



Preloaded 7 million 

Points of Points of 

Interest Interest 



Bundle in- 
cludes 
carry case 
and home 
charger. 
Preloaded 
Points of 
Interest 



* 3 months included with purchase 

** Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 



7 million 
Points of 
Interest 



7 million 
Points of 
Interest 
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Preloaded 
Points of 
Interest, 
Bluetooth 8 
Hands-free 
Calling, Voice 
Address 
Input 



LIVE Services* , 
7 million Points 
of Interest 



LIVE Services*, 
Unlimited Points 
of Interest, Blue- 
tooth 8 Hands- 
free Calling, 
Voice Address 
Input, Voice 
Recognition 
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PORTABLE DEVICES 



HOW TO BUY. 



An MP3 Player 

Look For Extra Features 





n MP3 player can serve 
many purposes, such as 
entertaining you on a 
lengthy road trip or 
giving you something 
to keep your mind oc- 
cupied while you take 
the train to work. But what you may not 
realize is that top-of-the-line AAP3 players 
can do much more than this. When con- 
sidering your MP3 player purchase, be 
sure to check out advanced features that 
will ensure you can do more with the de- 
vice that already meets so many needs. 

Access Live Content 

With the current prevalence of Wi-Fi 
hotspots, it's easy to access the Internet 
on your smartphone, laptop, and net- 
book. And now, the same applies to 
some MP3 players. With a Wi-Fi-enabled 
MP3 player, you can stream live content, 
such as TV shows or Web videos, so you 



can catch up on your favorite episodes 
of "The Office" while you are waiting at 
the doctor's office. You can also listen to 
Internet radio, check your email, update 
your Facebook page, and shop online. 
Select MP3 players also let you share 
media content with others who have the 
same player as you. 

To get your player connected, most 
models use an 802.1 1b/g connection, 
which means you can use a Wi-Fi hotspot 
or your home network. Some MP3 
players even give you the option to wire- 
lessly sync your device to your computer. 

Upgrade Your Screen 

If you plan on watching video on your 
MP3 player, you'll want to make sure 
the MP3 player's screen meets your 
needs. Some players feature screen 
sizes of 2 to 3 inches, giving you im- 
proved color and clarity. More notably, 



MP3 PLAYERS 



Our Favorite 
Features 

• Wi-Fi-ready: Lets you check 
your email and access extra 
content while you're on the go. 

• Large screen: Watch your fa- 
vorite videos on a bigger screen 



for improved viewing quality. 
Radio tuner: You'll have access 
to more music. 

Small size: A smaller player will 
take up less room in your purse 
or bag. 



however, is the inception of the touch- 
screen. Several MP3 players now let you 
control your media with the touch of a 
finger, which makes it easier to quickly 
navigate lengthy playlists. 

Some MP3 players can play and store 
HD content, and if the player includes 
an HDMI, Composite, or other HD 
video output, you can watch your play- 
er's high-quality content on another de- 
vice, such as an HDTV. 

More Music 

Sometimes it's nice to have access to the 
radio, even if you have all of your music 
with you. And with three options cur- 
rently available — traditional radio, HD 
Radio, and satellite radio — you have 
more radio choices to listen to. Look for 
MP3 players with a compatible radio 
tuner, so you'll be able to catch up on the 
news or your favorite talk radio program 
while you're sitting in the airport or 
working out at the gym. If you're a satel- 
lite radio subscriber, make sure the player 
you're interested in supports your service. 

Better, But Not Bigger 

All of these advanced features are being 
packaged into smaller, lighter devices. 
This makes it easier for you to slip your 
media collection into your pocket or 
purse, so you can have your entertain- 
ment anytime, anywhere. Be sure to 
consider which size of player is right for 
you and your lifestyle. 03 
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PORTABLE DEVICES 



Altec Lansing 
Audio Products 

A Complete Range Of Portable Audio Systems 



ommitted to manufacturing digital audio systems for any lifestyle, Altec Lansing's (www.alteclansing.com) latest 
product lineup delivers premium sound quality while meeting different lifestyle needs. To help you find the Altec 
Lansing product that's right for you, here is an overview of what the MIX iMT800, inMotion CLASSIC iMT620, and 
Orbit USB JML237 all have to offer. 






Altec Lansing MIX IMT800 • $299.95 

A next-generation boombox designed with versatility in mind 

Delivers big audio with a built-in subwoofer and 7-band 
graphic equalizer 

Supports audio from an iPhone or iPod and can be powered with 
batteries or AC 

Three audio inputs allow you to plug-and-play multiple MP3 players 

Onboard FM tuner gives you an additional music-listening option 



Altec Lansing inMotion CLASSIC iMT620 • $149.95 

• Compact and lightweight, making it ideal for travel 

• Powerful, crystal-clear surround-sound delivered by balanced drivers 

• Compatible with iPhone and iPod and includes an FM tuner 

• Rechargeable battery won't keep you tethered to AC outlets 

• Three-position handle swings up for grab-and-go transport, swings 
back as stand for playback, and swings under to stow the unit and 
automatically switch the power off 



Altec Lansing Orbit USB iML237 • $49.95 

• Powerful little speaker that plugs into your computer's USB port to 
amplify rich sound from your laptop or netbook 

• Built tough with an aluminum design and lightweight for portability 



Includes a neoprene travel case with a carabiner hook and offers 
tangle-free wind-up cord storage 

Retractable stand projects 360-degree sound in any direction 
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PORTABLE DEVICES 



Digital Music 
Made Effortless 

ScanDisk's slotRadio Cards Instantly Deliver Hit Music 



Bigital audio players let 
you take music with 
you wherever you go, 
but there can be a lot 
of work involved in 
finding, buying, down- 
loading, transferring, or 
ripping songs to enjoy them on your 
player. SanDisk's slotRadio cards ($39.99; 
www.sandisk.com) make the process 
simple by letting you listen to thou- 
sands of songs instantly. 

Instant Listening 

The slotRadio cards from SanDisk are 
microSD cards that only work with 
SanDisk's Sansa Clip+ or Sansa Fuze 
music players, and they are preloaded 
with 1,000 songs from artists on the 



Billboard charts within a particular 
music genre. Much like the simplicity of 
listening to your favorite radio station, 
SanDisk's slotRadio cards don't require 
time-draining music downloads to enjoy 
your favorite tunes. Instead, you simply 
insert a slotRadio card into SanDisk's 
Sansa Clip+ or Sansa Fuze music players, 
slip on your headphones, and enjoy. 

Tunes That Match 
Your Needs 

Music offerings for slotRadio include 
Oldies, Rock, 80s and 90s, Country, and 
R&B/Hip-Hop, so you're sure to find a 
card that fits your musical tastes. What's 
more, the cards offer unlimited play- 
back and the ability to skip tracks in 
order to find your perfect rhythm. 



With 1,000 chart-topping Billboard 
songs at your fingertips, you're not likely 
to run out of fresh tunes with a slot- 
Radio card. You'll also find seven play- 
lists on each card, giving you the option 
to match your musical mood. For in- 
stance, the Hip-Hop/R&B slotRadio card 
features an Old School playlist for those 
times when you want to reminisce 
about your past and a Workout playlist 
to help you get pumped during your 
morning jog. 

SanDisk's slotRadio cards are also 
budget-friendly. By offering 1,000 songs 
for one flat price, you'll be paying far 
less than what individual song down- 
loads would cost through an online 
music store. IS 



Pick Your Sansa To Play slotRadio Cards 



o start listening to your favorite artists and songs in no time, you'll need to select a 
Here is a quick glance at what SanDisk's Sansa Clip+ and Sansa Fuze have to offer 



i compatible slotRadio music player. 



SanDisk Sansa Clip+ 

MSRP: $49.99* 



Available capacities: 4GB or 8GB 

Flash memory 

FM tuner and built-in 

microphone are included 

Black, red, or blue color 

Features a clip to attach 

to clothing 

1 5 hours of battery life 

Compatible with MP3, OGG, FLAC, 

WMA, audiobooks, and podcast files 

2.16 x 0.6 x 1.36 inches (HxWxD) 




SanDisk Sansa Fuze 

MSRP: $69.99*; $79.99*; $99.99' 



£@P 



Available capacities: 

2GB, 4GB, or 8GB 

Flash memory 

FM tuner and built-in 

microphone are included 

Can play videos on 1.9-inch screen 

Black, red, blue, pink, or silver color 

24 hours of battery life 

Compatible with MP3, OGG, FLAC, WMA. 

MPEG4, audiobooks, and podcast files 

3.1 x 0.3 x 1.9 inches (HxWxD) 






o 
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Beyond The Car Stereo 

SIRIUSJLl(((XM») 



IRIUS|XM Radio de- 
^^^^^B livers commercial-free 
I ^AJ music, plus live sports, 
^b^^^J news, talk, and exclu- 
B 1 sive entertainment. 
^^^^^^ You'll hear content you 
just can't hear on reg- 
ular radio. And, it's never been easier 
to enjoy satellite radio wherever you 
go, coast to coast! 

Because of its content relationships 
with an array of personalities and 
artists, including Howard Stern, 
Martha Stewart, Oprah Winfrey, Jimmy 
Buffett, Jamie Foxx and others, you'll 
be able to enjoy a variety of exclusive 
programs. And, SIRIUS|XM Radio de- 
livers top-notch live sports coverage 
for sports fanatics thanks to its rela- 
tionships with the NFL, Major League 
Baseball, NASCAR, NBA, NHL, and 
PGA TOUR. 

To receive a SIRIUS|XM satellite signal, 
all you need is a satellite radio or tuner, 
an antenna, and a subscription to one of 
the offered packages. SIRIUS|XM offers a 
variety of options for each network. 



S A T E L L 



T E 



R A D i 



Packages 

hatever radio you decide to get 
you can choose from a number 
of different SIRIUS or XM subscrip- 



Dock & Play Radios 

Dock & Play radios are an affordable and 
easy way to enjoy satellite radio. With 
Dock & Play radios and compatible docks 
and sound systems, you can effortlessly 
take your satellite radio from your vehicle 
to your home or office. Dock & Play ra- 
dios work with home kits, sound systems, 
and other accessories, so you'll have addi- 
tional flexibility to enjoy programming 
anywhere — all with a single satellite 
radio subscription. 

Home Radios 

Use a desktop radio in the office, con- 
nect a component-style tuner in your 
home theater, or listen to a tabletop 
radio in any room of the house. 
Listening to SIRIUS Internet Radio 
through a high-speed Internet connec- 
tion is another option. You can use 
standalone radios as well as tuners that 
connect to SIRIUS Internet Radio using 
an existing stereo. And, you can also 
listen on your computer. 

$100 Rock 'N' Reward 

From now until the end of the year, you can get a SIRIUS |XM Rewards Visa® Prepaid Card worth 
up to $100 when you subscribe to an "Everything" or"Everything Plus The Best OF programming 
package. All you need to do is call SIRIUS |XM's Listener Care Center to activate your subscription and 
ask for the "Rewards Visa Offer." # For more details, visit www.bestbuy.com/rocknreward. 



Portable Radios 

Portable SIRIUS and XM radios combine 
orvthe-go satellite reception with the 
ability to record hours of live program- 
ming and play MP3s all in small, light- 
weight handheld designs. Innovative 
features let you record, rewind, and replay 
your favorite content. Some models in- 
clude built-in Wi-Fi capability so you can 
listen anywhere a wireless Internet con- 
nection is available. And, some support 
microSD cards for expandable memory. 

You can also enjoy SIRIUS|XM using 
your iPod touch or iPhone. 

Supported by a full range of accessories, 
home kits and sound systems, portable 
satellite radios offer the most versatile 
satellite radio listening experience avail- 
able. Regardless of your listening needs, 
there's a perfect satellite radio solution 
for you. Choose the radio that's right for 
you, install it, activate the service, and 
tune to the channel you want — it's 
that easy. 



SIRIUS 

PACKAGE NAME | ^^ 

SIRIUS Everting Plus Best Of XM I $16.99 
Family Friendly Plus The Best Of XM; $ 14.99 

SIRIUS Everything "["$12.95"" 

Family Friendly j $11.95 



$14.99 



MONTHLY PRICE PACKAGE NAME 



MONTHLY PRICE 



Mostly Music 

News, Sports & Talk 

A La Carte Gold (100 channels) 

A La Carte Gold (50 channels) 



XM Everything Plus The Best Of SIRIUS i $16.99 
Family Friendly Plus The Best Of"siWUSi$ 14.99 



$12.95 



mily Friendly 



Mostly Music 
News, Sports & Talk 



iFirstGlimpse 



64 November 2009 / FirstGlimpseMag.com 



PORTABLE DEVICES 



SIRIUS|XM OFFERS A VARIETY OF RADIOS to meet your lifestyle, budget, and gift-giving needs. Whether you listen to talk radio 
in your vehicle, music at the gym, or sports while working in the garage, you can find a fit with one of the three new radios from 
SIRIUS|XM— the XM SkyDock, XM onyX, and SIRIUS Stratus 6. 



XM SkyDock 

$119.99 

Do you have an iPod touch or iPhone? 
To help you get the most out of your 
device, pick up an XM SkyDock. This will 
let you listen to live Satellite Radio any- 
where you drive using your iPod touch 
or iPhone. You use your existing vehicle 
radio to access your satellite radio sub- 
scription with an easy Do-lt-Yourself 
Installation. Once installed, you can 
browse channels, tag songs to purchase 
from iTunes, enjoy your personal MP3 
music library, and even take calls with 




just the tap of the touchscreen. The XM 
SkyDock has a flexible stalk for optimal 
placement in your vehicle and works in 
landscape and portrait modes. Plus, it 
charges your iPod touch or iPhone 
while you listen and lets you save your 
favorite channels and track your 
favorite sports teams. To use these ser- 
vices, the XM SkyDock app is required 



and available for download from the 
App Store. The XM SkyDock is easy to 
move from vehicle to vehicle and great 
for traveling. 

And from now until the end of the year, 
you can get $20 off the price of an XM 
SkyDock when you purchase an iPod 
touch or iPhone. 

XM onyX 

$79.99 

With the XM onyX, it's easy to enjoy 
Satellite Radio in any vehicle. Do-It- 



match the vehicle's dashboard or your 
mood. You can view channel informa- 
tion, artist name, and song title on the 
large display and browse programs 
playing on other channels without having 
to change the channel. 

SIRIUS Stratus 6 

$69.99 

The SIRIUS Stratus 6 is satellite radio 
made easy, as it comes with everything 
you need to enjoy satellite radio in 
your vehicle. Do-lt-Yourself Installa- 
tion with PowerConnect is quick and 




Yourself Installation with PowerConnect 
is quick and effortless: Just plug it into the 
vehicle's power adapter socket to enjoy 
live Satellite Radio directly through the 
vehicle's FM radio. The large color display 
and other advanced features maximize 
your listening experience. And, with se- 
lectable display screen colors and trim 
rings, the onyX can be personalized to 



effortless: Just plug it into your vehi- 
cle's power adapter socket to start lis- 
tening to your favorite music, talk, or 
sports. View channel, artist, and 
program information on an easy-to- 
read display and add accessories to 
go beyond your vehicle, including 
your home, office, and anywhere 
in between. 03 



*Be a new subscriber, activate any SIRIUS orXM radio by 12/31/09, with an Annual or Two-Year "Everything" or "Everything Plus The Best Of subscription, and be eligible for up to a $100 SIRIUS\XM 
Rewards Visa Prepaid Card. Activation is by phone order only and mention REWARDS VISA. Early cancellation fee for failure to maintain original Package or Plan. Complete details at 
www.siriusxmrewards.com. SIRIUS\XM Rewards Visa Prepaid Card offered by SIRIUS\XM and issued by MetaBank™ under license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. 
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THINGS TO KNOW 



GPS ACCESSORIES & SERVICES 



Q 



What accessories are typically included with a GPS? 



A Your GPS will likely come with preloaded maps for the 
United States, a vehicle suction cup to attach your GPS 
to the windshield, a cable for connecting the GPS to your PC, 
a setup guide, and chargers for your vehicle and wall outlets. 



Q 



What is a dashpad or "bean bag" mount, and why 
would you need one? 



/A type of mount that sits on your dash rather than 
windshield to let you use your portable GPS in states 
where it's illegal to mount devices to your windshield, such as 
California and Minnesota. 



Q 



How can I protect my GPS' screen? 



Purchase a screen protector that's compatible with 
#\ your GPS model. The thin, transparent protector may 
also prevent glare on the screen. 



Q 



What other types of chargers are available? 



A There are travel chargers that include adapters for UK, 
Australian, and European wall outlets. Solar chargers 
are also available and are ideal for people who take their GPS 
camping or on hikes. 



Q 



How can I update my maps? 



/You can buy a map update, which is a revised map that 
includes the latest changes to roads and points of in- 
terest for a given area. You can buy an individual map stored 
on a memory card and switch it with the existing card in 
your GPS, or you can download an upgrade and copy the 
new maps to your GPS using a PC connection. 



Q 



What maps can I purchase? 



You can purchase maps for additional countries, topo- 
/\ graphical maps for hiking and camping, and marine 
maps to help you navigate the coasts. Or, a travel guide will 
provide helpful tourist information. 



Q 



What is an Internet-connected GPS, and 
what does it require? 



A GPS with a built-in cellular modem lets it access the 
#\ Internet. A monthly subscription is necessary, but most 
models include a free trial to let you decide if you want to 
use the extra Internet features. 



Q 



What types of services are provided by an 
Internet-connected GPS? 



A Current models can access real-time traffic data, dis- 
play the latest weather forecast, find the cheapest gas 
prices, and provide reviews and contact information from 
Google Local Search. 



Q 



What are the advantages of using points of interest 
from Google Local Search? 



A You can read restaurant reviews, check out movie 
times, find ATMs, and access other location-based 
data that wouldn't be available in a GPS' traditional 
point-of-interest information. Also, this information is 
likely more current than the point-of-interest data in- 
stalled on your GPS. 



Q 



What are the benefits of real-time traffic updates? 



A The GPS can use the current traffic data to plot the 
route that will take you the least time to get to 
your destination. 




PORTABLE DEVICES 



Which MP3 Player Is Best For You? 

j Pods are cool, sure, but you have other choices when it comes to listening to your tunes. This chart compares the most impor- 
I tant— and coolest— features from select MP3 players. 



Memory 
type 



Capacities 



Songs 



Video; 
FM tuner 
capabilities 



Colors 



Battery life 



What It Means 



Hard drive 
(moving parts, 
more capacity) 
or flash (no 
moving parts) 



How much 
memory the 
player has 



Based on four- 
minute songs at 
128Kbps, the 
number a play- 
er can hold 



Some MP3 play- 
ers can play 
video or let you 
listen to radio 
stations 



Several players 
offer a variety of 
color choices 



How long the bat- 
tery will last when 
playing music 




SanDisk Sansa Clip+ Flash 
MSRP: $39.99*; 
$49.99* ^ 

SKU 9448564 



2GB; 4GB 



500; 1,000 



No; Yes 



Black, red, 
blue 



15 hours 



Apple iPod shuffle 

MSRP: $59*; $79* 
SKU 9229765 



Flash 



2GB; 4GB 



500; 1,000 
(AAC) 



Neither 



Black, silver, 
pink, green, 
blue 



10 hours 




SanDisk Sansa Fuze 

MSRP: $69.99*; 
$79.99*; $99.99* 
SKU 8753789 



Flash 



2GB; 4GB; 
8GB 



500; 1,000; 
2,000 



Both 



Black, blue, 
red, silver 



24 hours 




Sony E Series 
Walkman 

MSRP: $79.99* 
SKU 9443792 



Flash 



8GB 



N/A 



Both 



Black 



30 hours 




Sony S Series Walkman 

MSRP: $109.95*; 
$129.95* 
SKU 9443827 



Flash 



8GB; 16GB 



N/A 



Both 



Black, pink, 
violet, red 



42 hours 



Apple iPod nano 

MSRP: $149*; $179* 
SKU 9416376 



Flash 



8GB; 16GB 



2,000; 4,000 
(AAC) 



Both 



Pink, orange, 
green, blue, 
purple, 
black, silver 



24 hours 



Apple iPod touch 

MSRP: $199*; $299* 

$399* 

SKU 8771732 



Flash 



8GB; 32GB; 
64GB 



1,750; 7,000; 

14,000 

(AAC) 



Yes; No 



Black 



30 hours 




16GB; 32GB 



Microsoft Zune Flash 

MSRP: $219.99*; 
$289.99* 
SKU 9449581 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 



4,000; 8,000 



Both 



Black, silver 



33 hours 
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Which GPS Device Is Right For You? 

ne of the hottest CE devices around right now is a GPS, and what a useful device it is, too. Here, we compare some models avail- 
able on today's market. All of these units come with maps already loaded, and you can purchase additional maps, as well. 



Screen size; 
Dimensions 



Text-to- 
speech; Traffic 
receiver 



Preloaded 
maps 



WAAS 



Bluetooth; 
MP3 play- 
back 



Included 
charging 
adapters 



What It Means 



The diagonal 
measurement 
of the screen; 
height x width x 
depth 



Unit calls out spe- 
cific street names; 
unit receives traf- 
fic updates and re- 
routes accordingly 



The regional 
maps that come 
included with 
the GPS unit 



A satellite and 
ground station 
system that 
gives exception- 
al GPS accuracy 



Some units com- 
municate wire- 
lessly with other 
Bluetooth devices 
or play MP3s 



AC adapters plug 
into the wall; DC 
adapters plug into 
your car's ciga- 
rette lighter 




Insignia 
NS-NAV01 

MSRP: $99.99* 
SKU 9351603 



4.3 inches; 
3.1x4.7x0.6 
inches 



Yes; No 



Entire U.S. 



Yes 



No; No 



DC adapter 



Nextar43LT 
MSRP: $139.99* 
/^1 SKU 9301052 




4.3 inches; 

3x3.9x0.9 

inches 



Yes; Yes 



Entire U.S. 



No 



No; Yes 



DC adapter 




Garmin 
nuvi 205W 

MSRP: $189.99* 
SKU 8877619 



4.3 inches; 
2.9x4.8x0.8 
inches 



No; No 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 
and Canada 



Yes 



No; No 



DC adapter 




LG LN735 

MSRP: $199.99* 
SKU 8440886 



3.5 inches; 
3.2x4.3x0.7 
inches 



Yes; No 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 
and Canada 



No 



No; Yes 



DC adapter; 
AC adapter 




TomTom 
XXL540-S 

MSRP: $299.95 
SKU 9555037 



5 inches; 
3.2x5.2x1 
inches 



Yes; Yes 
(with op- 
tional traffic 
receiver) 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 
and Canada 



No 



No; No 



DC adapter 




Magellan 
RoadMate1700 

MSRP: $299.99* 
SKU 9464153 



7 inches; 

4x7.5x0.63 

inches 



Yes; No 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 
and Canada 



Yes 



No; No 



DC adapter 




TomTom GO 
740 LIVE 

MSRP: $369.95* 
SKU 9263281 



4.3 inches; 

3.4x5x0.9 

inches 



Yes; Yes 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 
and Canada 



No 



Yes; No 



DC adapter 



a 



Garmin 
nuvi 1390T 

MSRP: $399.99* 
SKU 9470128 



4.3 inches; 
2.9x4.8x0.6 
inches 



Yes; No 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 
and Canada 



Yes 



Yes; Yes 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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rFLOTV 



Personal Television 

Take Mobile TV Anywhere Life Takes You 




FLO TV™ 
Personal Television 

MSRP: $249.99 (inc. subscription* 
SKU: 9548279 

www.flotv.com 



Quick Overview 

With the FLO TV™ Personal Television and a subscrip- 
tion to the FLO TV™ service, you can watch shows you 
love on channels like CBS Mobile, CNBC, Comedy 
Central, MSNBC, MTV, NBC 2Go, and Nickelodeon. 
So at the touch of a button, you can instantly tune in. 
To see if FLO TV service is available in your area, visit 
www.flotv.com/maps. For a limited time, purchase 
the FLO TV™ Personal Television for $249.99 and enjoy 
6 months of prepaid subscription service.* That's al- 
most $90 off the regular service price. 

Perfect For 

Those who want to stay connected, entertained, and 
informed — without having to stay home. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• 3.5-inch touchscreen display is the perfect size for watchability and 
portability. 

• Variety of 24/7 programming from top networks. 

• Integrated stereo speakers and built-in adjustable stand mean hands- 
free viewing. 

• Designed with mobility in mind, everything is at the touch of a button. 

• On-screen Program Guide and one-touch channel changing make it 
easy to find and watch shows. 

• Restrict individual shows or entire channels with Parental Controls. 

Coolest Feature 

With a subscription to the FLO TV™ service, you have live sports, breaking 
news, hit shows, and kids' programming all at the touch of a button or 
the swipe of a touchscreen. 




*Taxes not included. Additional fees and charges may apply. Pricing and service subject to change at any time. Service must be activated between 11/1/09 and 3/31/10 and requires sub- 
scription. After six months' service, your credit card will automatically be charged the then-current monthly subscription rate. Special offer expires 3/31/10. Service not available every- 
where. All programming subject to change. All sports programming subject to blackout restrictions. ©2009 FLO TV Incorporated, a Qualcomm company. All rights reserved. FLO and FLO 
TV are trademarks of Qualcomm Incorporated. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. 
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No matter where you go, a wireless device 
can add enjoyment to your journey. Cell 
phones help you keep in touch with loved 
ones when you're traveling for business, while a GPS 
device can help you find your way if you're lost or 
want to find the local hot spots during a vacation. 



And, of course, your MP3 player can provide the 
soundtrack for wherever you're headed. To make sure 
you are taking full advantage of the capabilities your 
wireless devices offer, check your local CE retailer for 
accessories that can enhance your mobile experiences. 
We've listed our favorites below. 133 



MP3 PLAYER CASES 

Protect your MP3 player from bumps and scratches 
Quickly access your player's functions with a clip 
Keep your player out of your way with an armband 

MP3 PLAYER DOCKS & SPEAKERS 



Invest in portable speakers to play the music on your MP3 
player for a group; some include radios and can also play CDs 
Recharge your player's battery with a portable dock as you 
continue listening to music 
Play your music through car speakers using an FM transmitter 



MP3 PLAYER EARPHONES 

Match earphones to your needs: If you don't want anything 
bulky, opt for earbuds that fit inside your ear; to hear every 
musical detail, try headphones that cover the ear completely 
Listen to your music without the interference of background 
noise with earphones that offer a noise-canceling feature 



CELL PHONE CASES - 

Safeguard your phone from wear and tear with a case 
Universal cases fit most sizes of cell phones; some of these will 
include clips and wrist straps for portability and accessibility 
Fitted cases specifically fit your phone's model type; these can 
be hard acrylic casings, rubber sleeves, or leather pouches 
Avoid getting scratches and fingerprints on your phone's 
screen with stick-on or hard, clear screen protectors 

GPS MOUNTS 

Put your GPS within hand's reach with a mount 

Mounts can be placed on a car dash or stuck to a windshield 

GPS mounts are also available for golf carts or bicycles 
\ , 

GPS CHARGERS 



O Make sure your travel companion always has a full battery 
W If you do run out of battery, charge your GPS with an adapter; 
these can plug into a wall, PC, or car's DC outlet 



CELL PHONE CHARGERS & BATTERIES 

Keep your phone charged no matter where you are; adapters 
for your cell phone let you use solar power, your car's DC 
outlet, wall power, or your computer to charge your phone 

Be prepared for emergencies with extra cell phone batteries 

v 

CELL PHONE HEADSETS 



^ Keep your hands free while still being able to use your phone 
W Link compatible cell phones to a Bluetooth headset to make 
or take calls without a tangled mess of cable 
Don't miss any of your conversation by using a headset 
that offers noise-canceling capabilities 



MOBILE SERVICES > 

Whether your wireless device is brand-new or nearing the end 
of its life span, your local CE retailer offers services to help you 
take care of all of your wireless device's needs. 

Protection plans for GPSes, MP3 players, and cell phones 

Phone and battery recycling 

GPS setup and deck installation 

MP3 vehicle integration 

MP3 player setup and training 

Cell phone repair services and loaner phones 
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GAMINS, MEDIA & MORE 



HOW TO BUY. 



Home Recording 

Equipment 

Create Your Own Recording Studio 



nf you have a song to sing 
but nowhere to record it, 
consider setting up your 
own home recording equip- 
ment; it's easier than it 
sounds. And with your own 
gear, you have the luxury of patiently 
working until you have all your parts per- 
feet without the stress of renting expen- 
sive studio time. Further, if you decide to 
multitrack some more instruments onto 
your song or try your hand at creating 
loops or cool studio effects, you can take 
your time exploring the many capabilities 
of your equipment and software. 

The Computer 

Your recording rig starts with your com- 
puter. You don't need an especially 
high-end machine for recording audio. 
A good laptop or newer family com- 
puter should have all the power you 
need for basic recording applications. 
Baseline computer specifications for 
recording include at least a 2GHz 
processor and 2GB of RAM. 

The Recording Interface 

The computer connects to a recording 
interface with either a USB or FireWire 
cable. This is the device you plug your 
microphones and instruments into; it 
will receive those audio signals and 
transmit them to your computer. A 
recording interface will have two types 
of input jacks for your microphone or 
instrument: XLR and quarter-inch. 



Microphones use XLR inputs, which 
have three prongs on one end of the 
microphone cable that plug into three 
corresponding holes at the receptacle 
on the recording interface. Electric gui- 
tars and other electric instruments use 
special quarter-inch jacks. A cable with 
identical quarter-inch plugs on either 
end connects the electric guitar to the 
recording interface. 

The Mixing Board 

Technically, a mixing board is an optional 
feature of a home recording studio, as vir- 
tually all recording programs have built-in 
mixing software. However, having an ac- 
tual mixing board makes balancing your 
music much easier, as it has sliding but- 
tons called faders that control the audio 
volume of each track, letting you intu- 
itively and quickly adjust the mix to suit 
your aesthetic preferences. 

The mixing board "lives" between the 
recording interface and the computer. 

Listening 

Of course, you'll need to hear your cre- 
ation played back, so you'll need a 
good set of headphones and a set of 
studio monitors. Monitors are simply 
speakers that are designed to work 
best when the listener is in close prox- 
imity, as opposed to loudspeakers that 
are used in PA systems to crank as 
much volume out as possible over as 
large a space as possible. 



WHAT YOU NEED FOR A 



Home Recording 
Studio 

• Computer 

• Recording interface 



Microphone 
Audio cables 
Music recording software 




Software 

One mustn't leave out the tie that binds 
all of this hardware together: recording 
software. Although the microphone or 
instrument, recording interface, and 
computer actually receive and capture 
the sound, recording software is neces- 
sary so you can edit your tracks, add ad- 
ditional tracks, add effects, and master 
your creation. 

With these tools in place, you'll be 
rocking it out and posting your first 
single online in no time. 123 

by Seth Colaner 
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Fight Club: 

10th Anniversary 

Edition 

Rating: R • Format: Blu-ray Disc 



Rocky: 
The Undisputed ^S, 
Collection 

Format: Blu-ray Disc 



Mf*«***H-» 



My Sister's 
Keeper 

Rating: PG-13 • Format: Blu-ray Disc 




MSRP: $29.99* 
SKU: 9588582 



This Month's Blu-ray Disc Releases 



■ November 3 to 9 

"A Christmas Carol" • $24.99* • SKU: 17973123 

"ABC News: Earth 2100" • $19.99* • SKU: 9596537 

"Aliens in the Attic" • $29.99* • SKU: 95889652 

"Art 21: Art In 21st Century: Season 5" • $34.99* • SKU: 18210204 

"Command Performance" • $19.99** SKU: 9526569 

"Direct Action" • $14.99* • SKU: 9526391 

"Food Inc." * $34.98* • SKU: 9562877 

"Forrest Gump" • $29.99* • SKU: 9537441 

"G.I. Joe: The Rise of Cobra" • $39.99* • SKU: 9434221 

"Howards End" • $42.99* • SKU: 18033058 

"I Love You, Beth Cooper" • $39.99* • SKU: 9488743 

"It's a Wonderful Life" • $39.99* • SKU: 9537272 

"Love Actually" • $19.99* • SKU: 9526051 

"Mummies: Secrets of the Pharaohs" • $24.98* • SKU: 18073157 

"National Lampoon's Christmas Vacation" • $39.99* • SKU: 9588859 

"North by Northwest" • $29.99* • SKU: 9588975 

"Not Forgotten" • $19.99* • SKU: 9576988 

"The Prisoner. Complete Series" • $99.95* • SKU: 9537511 

"Rocky: The Undisputed Collection" • $74.99* • SKU: 9571135 

"Say Anything..." • $24.99* • SKU: 9571144 

"Screen Dreams: Living Fireplace, Vol. 2" • $9.99* • SKU: 18174556 

"Star Wars: The Clone Wars— Complete Season One" • $49.99* • SKU: 9588724 

"The Answer Man" • $29.99* • SKU: 9562742 

"The Botany of Desire" • $29.99* • SKU: 18057905 

"The Narrows" • $34.99* • SKU: 18073095 

"The Rolling Stones: Live at the Max" • $24.95* • SKU: 9565071 

"TheTakingofPelham12 3" • $29.99* • SKU: 9566926 

"Transformers Gift Set" • $59.99* • SKU: 9566481 



"Two Girls and a Guy" • $24.99* 
"Watchmen: The Ultimate Cut" « 



• SKU: 9505029 
$49.99* • SKU: 9588868 



November 1 to 1 6 



"Ballast" • $34.95* • SKU: 18227875 

"Cars" • $44.99* • SKU: 9562387 

"Discovery Atlas: Complete Series" • $49.98* • SKU: 18072247 

"Equator: Challenge Of Change" • $20.98* • SKU: 18248131 

"Godzilla" • $19.99* • SKU: 9566944 

"Heat" • $24.99* • SKU: 9588699 

"Ink" • $24.98* • SKU: 18074183 

"Kingdoms Of The Coast" • $20.98* • SKU: 18248195 

"Living Landscapes: Sunrise & Sunsets" • $12.98* • SKU: 18248104 

"Logan's Run" • $24.99* • SKU: 9588813 

"Mamma Mia!" • $34.99* • SKU: 9526079 

"Monsters, Inc." • $45.99* • SKU: 9270889 

"Near Dark"* $17.99* • SKU: 9566114 

"Red Heat" • $17.99* • SKU: 9566089 

"Spectacle: Elvis Costello With: Season 1" 

"Spread" • $29.99* • SKU: 9576997 

"Steve Vai: Where the Wild Things Are" 

"The Echo" • $35.98* • SKU: 18072425 

"The General"* $34.95* • SKU: 18126822 

"The Killers: Live from the Royal Albert Hall" • $19.99* • SKU: 961 3655 

"The Negotiator" • $24.99* • SKU: 958861 7 

"The Ugly Truth" • $29.99* • SKU: 9567195 

"Up" • $27.99* • SKU: 9506073 



$59.99* 



SKU: 9596243 



$29.98* • SKU: 9546583 



Pair The Latest BD Releases With An Advanced Series Connected BD Player. £$> 
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NBC UNIVERSAL 



Love Actually 0^ Forrest Gump 



Rating: R • Format: Blu-ray Disc 



Rating: PG-13 • Format: Blu-ray Disc 



The Negotiator 

Rating R • Format: Blu-ray Disc 




RELEASE DATE: 

11/10/2009 



MSRP: $24.99* 
SKU: 9588617 



■ November 1 7 to 23 

"Best of Travel: Australia & New Zealand" • $29.99* • SKU: 18210231 

"Bruno" • $39.98* • SKU: 9526024 

"Chasing Am/' • $29.99* • SKU: 9562396 

"Clerks: Anniversary Edition" • $29.99* • SKU: 9562449 

"Darwin's Darkest Hour" • $28.99* • SKU: 18113649 

"Earth, Wind & Fire: Live at Montreux 1997" • $24.98* • SKU: 9574882 

"Fight Club" • $18.99* • SKU: 9566061 

"Franklyn" • $35.98* • SKU: 18073647 

"Galaxy Quest" • $24.99* • SKU: 9594637 

"Gone With The Wind Collector's Edition" • $84.99* • SKU: 9321664 

"Is Anybody There?" • $29.99* • SKU: 956271 5 

"It's Always Sunny in Philadelphia: A Very Sunny Christmas" • $24.99* • 

SKU: 9505038 

"Jump Out Boys" • $19.99* • SKU: 18126154 

"Kevin Smith Collection" • $89.99* • SKU: 18080639 

"Moonshot" • $24.95* • SKU: 18056737 

"My Sister's Keeper" • $35.99* • SKU: 9588582 

"Nature: Amazing Places: Africa" • $29.99* • SKU: 18210366 

"Nature: Amazing Places: Hawaii"* $29.99* • SKU: 18210357 

"Rick Steves' European Christmas" • $29.99* • SKU: 18221032 

"Rome: The Complete Series" • $129.99* • SKU: 9588966 

"Scenic Walks Around the World Historic Pathways" • $29.99* • SKU: 

18210197 

"Scenic Walks Around the World Our Dramatic Planet" • $29.99* • 

SKU: 18210295 

"Scrubs: The Complete Eighth Season" • $54.99* • SKU: 9374633 



"Star Trek" • $39.99* • SKU: 9433357 
"Star Trek Blu Ray Gift Set" • $39.99* • SKU: 9426908 
"The Professional" • $25.95* • SKU: 9566935 
"Tsubasa: Season 1" • $59.98* • SKU: 9562788 

■ November 24 to 30 

"Air America" • $17.99* • SKU: 9576354 

"Angel Heart" • $17.99* • SKU: 9576791 

"Angels & Demons" • $39.95* • SKU: 9517249 

"Blood: The Last Vampire" • $29.97* • SKU: 9543755 

"Cujo" • $17.99* • SKU: 9576602 

"FourChristmases" • $35.99* • SKU: 9589082 

"Frailty" • $17.99* • SKU: 9576345 

"Funny People" • $29.99* • SKU: 9616925 

"Ghost In The Shell 2.0" • $19.99* • SKU: 9543746 

"Gomorrah" • $34.99* • SKU: 9596127 

"Kansas: There's Know Place Like Home" • $23.99* • SKU: 9597661 

"My Bloody Valentine" • $17.99* • SKU: 9576443 

"My Brilliant Career" • $29.95* • SKU: 18124771 

"New Police Story" • $19.99* • SKU: 18131521 

"Righteous Kill & Traitor" • $34.98* • SKU: 18225332 

"Shorts" • $35.99* • SKU: 9588779 

"Sopranos: The Complete First Season" • $59.99* • SKU: 9589073 

"Streets Of Blood & Lies & Illusions" • $34.98* • SKU: 18225378 

"The Monster Squad" • $17.99* • SKU: 9576611 

"The Way of the Gun" • $17.99* • SKU: 9576782 




Find Your jj^^l* BD Player Fit To Start Enjoying These New BD Titles Today. 
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Let The Games Begin 

Match A Game Console To Your Gamer Style 




Do the uninitiated, it might 
seem as though someone 
making a maiden voyage 
into console-based video 
gaming couldn't go wrong 
by just closing her eyes and 
randomly picking a Microsoft Xbox 360, 
Nintendo Wii, or Sony PlayStation system. 
In fact, all are solid choices. Still, each has 
specific traits that make it suitable for cer- 
tain gamer types. The following highlights 
each console's features and who it is an 
ideal match for. (For more information on 
each console, see "Which Gaming System 
Is Best For You?" on page 78.) 

Microsoft Xbox 360 

Late-summer rearranging by Microsoft 
altered the Xbox 360 (www.xbox.com) 
lineup. Rest assured, though, for hardcore 
gamers who covet multimedia extras, the 
Xbox 360 soars. Price changes now put 
the low-end Xbox 360 Arcade at $199.99, 
which gets you 256MB of storage but no 
native support for original Xbox games. 
The high-end Xbox 360 Elite ($299.99), 
meanwhile, offers a 120GB hard drive and 
plays Xbox 360 and original Xbox titles. 
Further, the Elite replaces the Xbox 360 
Pro ($249.99), which Microsoft plans to 
sell only while supplies last. 

Each Xbox 360 variety supports true HD 
gaming at up to 1920 x 1020 via HDMI 
output. Each also functions as a Win- 
dows Media extender, tapping in to a 
home network to stream PC-stored 
photos, movies, and more over a home- 
theater setup. Multimedia prowess ex- 
tends to playing DVD movies (though 
not BD titles) in surround-sound audio. 
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With an Xbox Live Gold membership 
($49.99 annually), owners can stream 
HD movies and TV shows from Netflix, 
launch multiplayer online gaming ses- 
sions, video chat, share photos, down- 
load exclusive content, and more. A free 
Silver membership includes free game 
demos; voice and text chats; and Arcade 
game downloads for purchase, videos, 
and more from the Xbox Live Mar- 
ketplace. Though the Xbox 360 lacks 
integrated Wi-Fi, a Wireless Network 
Adapter is available, as are an optional 
hard drive and wired or wireless con- 
trollers and headsets. The Elite bundles 
one wireless controller and wired head- 
set; the Arcade omits the headset. 

Nintendo Wii 

Straight up, the Wii ($199; www.wii.com) 
can't match the Xbox 360 or PlayStation 
consoles in terms of hardware, graphical 
output, and multimedia extras. Still, the 
ultra-popular Wii offers something the 
competition doesn't: universal appeal. 
Whether you're 9 or 90, Wii gaming is a 
cinch to pick up thanks to Nintendo's 
trailblazing wireless Wii Remote con- 
troller, which essentially controls game- 
play through hand movements. Overall, 
support for up to four players, intuitive 
games that emphasize fun, and such 
add-ons as the Wii Fit with Balance 
Board and the Wii Fit Plus make the Wii 
a great fit for families and first-time and 
casual gamers. 

An SD card slot, which allows for editing 
and viewing photos in the Wii's Photo 
Channel and saving game data, and 
built-in Wi-Fi connectivity, for Web surf 
using the Opera Web browser and a Wii 
Remote, are included. The Wii also offers 
free online weather and news channels; 
trailers and demos; and downloadable 
games for purchase, including older NES, 
Super Nintendo, and Nintendo 64 titles 
compatible for Wii gameplay. Further, 
the Wii, which replaces the GameCube 
console, will play official GameCube 



titles. The Wii lacks HD-output and sur- 
round-sound capabilities, though an op- 
tional Wii Component Video cable will 
bump graphics to 480p max. Available 
accessories include the Motion Plus add- 
on, which adds "new levels of precision 
and performance," and Classic, Nun- 
chuk, steering wheel, and crossbow con- 
trollers. One Wii Remote, Nunchuk, and 
a copy of Wii Sports are included with 
the console. 

Sony PlayStation 2 

Now sporting a thinner, lighter body from 
its original incarnation, the PlayStation 2 
($99; www.us.playstation.com) remains a 
solid option for anyone who desires an 
affordable console that still packs a punch. 
Although the PS2 can't play PlayStation 
3 titles, it will play original PlayStation 
games. Combined with PS2 titles, gamers 
have nearly 2,000 compatible games to 
choose from. The PS2 lacks hard drive- 
based storage or HD-output capability 
but packs a 300MHz processor, two 
memory card slots, two USB ports, and an 
optical drive that plays DVD movies (and 
CDs) at up to 1280 x 1024 with Dolby 
Digital sound. An integrated Ethernet 
port, meanwhile, allows for free multi- 
player online gaming sessions. 

The PS2 comes with a free PlayStation 
Network membership and one Sony 
DualShock analog controller. That con- 
troller is also available as an accessory, as 
are third-party wireless controllers, Sony 
PlayStation and third-party memory 
cards, microphones, an adapter to sup- 
port up to eight players, USB headset, 
steering wheel, and Guitar Hero and 
Rock Band controllers. 

Sony PlayStation 3 

After a price drop and bump in storage, 
the entry-level PS3 ($299) now boasts 
a 120GB hard drive, lower price, and a 
"33% smaller, 36% lighter" body. 
Reportedly, Sony will ease out the 



Console Considerations 




previous 80GB and high-end 160GB 
models, though Sony is selling both for 
now at $299 and $399, respectively. 
Regardless of model, the PS3 continues 
to offer one coveted feature the other 
consoles omit: a built-in BD player that's 
long been considered one of the best 
available. Combined with excellent 
gaming performance and media 
streaming, the PS3 creates a top-notch 
platform for serious gamers and BD 
movie lovers alike. 

Beyond outputting HD graphics at up 
to 1080p and upscaling DVD movies, 
the PS3 offers two USB ports and 
integrated 802.1 1b/g Wi-Fi. One down- 
side is the console doesn't currently 
support PS2 games, though some orig- 
inal PlayStation titles are compatible. 
Additionally, a free PlayStation Network 
membership grants access to online 
gaming with in-game matchmaking; 
Internet browsing; voice, text, and video 
chats; free game demos; exclusive game 
purchases; HD or SD movie or TV 
rentals and purchases; and more. Sony 
includes a DualShock 3 wireless con- 
troller, and optional accessories include 
a BD DVD remote; wired/wireless Sony 
and third-party controllers and head- 
sets; a PlayStation Eye USB Camera; and 
steering wheel, Rock Band, and Guitar 
Hero controllers. \H 

by Blaine Flamig 
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PC Gaming 
& Accessories 

All Work & No Play Make 
Your PC Dull 



Dhe differences between a 
PC and a gaming console 
are increasingly few and 
far between these days. 
In fact, it wouldn't be 
wholly inaccurate to con- 
sider gaming consoles, including the 
PlayStation 3, Microsoft Xbox 360, and 
Nintendo Wii, little more than gaming 



PCs frozen in time. After all, when the 
current slew of consoles launched in 
2005 and 2006, they were just as pow- 
erful as gaming PCs of the time. 

Read on for a primer on the key differ- 
ences between PC and console gaming, 
and we'll also address system require- 
ments for gaming rigs and notable 




PC Gaming Gear 

• PCs and consoles have a lot in tumuiui 
but PCs win hands-down when it coni( 
to immersive visual experiences. 



computer will need a newer discrete 
graphics card, a dual- or quad-core 
processor, and plenty of RAM. 

Great PC gaming accessories can improv 



gaming accessories that will take your 
experience to new heights. 

The Console vs. PC 
Conundrum 

Sure, you can buy any current console 
for $300 or less (not including the price 
of games). But because the console's 
specifications are set in stone from day 
one, even the latest console games tend 
to look inferior to the latest PC games, 
and you won't be able to update them. 

One of PC gaming's biggest benefits is 
upgradeability. You can relatively easily 
upgrade your PC over the course of sev- 
eral years to keep up with the latest 
games and applications instead of 
having to buy a new console every time. 

PC games also often include goodies that 
their console counterparts don't, such as 
regular bug fixes, extensive multiplayer 
features, and (occasionally) access to 
game-editing tools and user-created 
game modifications. And even when your 
gaming PC gets long in the tooth, you can 
still generally play newer games as long as 
you lower the visual quality settings. 

PC gaming also enjoys the fruits of 
what's driving the industry forward. 
Windows 7, which will be available by 
the time you read this, will bring with it 
Microsoft's latest graphics technology, 
DirectX 11, which enables your PC to 
display the newest and most impressive 
eye candy game developers are building 
into their games. Because DirectX 1 1 re- 
quires specialized hardware, consoles 
and older hardware won't be capable of 
displaying the lush and realistic effects 
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of newer games, but your PC will, de- 
pending on its capabilities. 

PC Gaming System 
Requirements 

Consoles may seem like the easiest way 
to game, but you might be surprised at 
how simple it is to start gaming on 
your PC. When choosing a gaming rig 
or upgrading the PC you already have, 
the most important component you'll 
need for game rendering is a discrete 
graphics card, which is a standalone 
component that plugs into your PC's 
motherboard. The latest graphics 
cards include ATI's HD Radeon 5000 
Series and Nvidia's GeForce 200 Series 
graphics cards. Generally, the higher 
the model number, the better perfor- 
mance you'll get. 

The processor in your computer also 
lends a hand in games in a variety of 
ways, including calculating how com- 
puter-controlled characters, be they ri- 
vals on the race track or blue-blooded 
aliens, react to your presence. So invest 
in a dual- or quad-core processor to give 
your vibrant game worlds plenty of 
room to engage you. Also, make sure 
your PC has at least 2GB of RAM or 
more, which can also help deliver a more 
seamless gaming experience. 

If you're really in the dark about what 
you'll need, pick out a new PC game, par- 
ticularly a first-person shooter, and look 
at the recommended system require- 
ments. Here you'll find a baseline for 
what your PC will require for gaming. 

Accessorize To Decimate 

We've established that games generally 
look better on PCs than they do on con- 
soles, but what's the point of all those 
extra shiny pixels? In a word, realism, and 
nothing makes your PC gaming experi- 
ence more immersive than using acces- 
sories that were designed with gaming in 



mind. Here are several options that will 
make your games feel a bit more real. 



Logitech G19 Gaming Keyboard 

$199.99 • www.logitech.com 

What It'll Do For Your Gaming: The 

G19 features 12 programmable keys, a 
built-in game-stat relating LCD, backlit 
keys, and multimedia controls. 



Razer Mamba Laser Gaming Mouse 

$129.99 • www.razerzone.com 

What It'll Do For Your Gaming: The Mamba is a 
laser mouse that can be used wired or wirelessly, 
and it features onboard memory for storing your 
game settings and seven programmable buttons. 



Saitek X52 Flight Control System 

$169.95 • www.saitek.com 

What It'll Do For Your Gaming: Turn the realism up 
to 1 1 in your flight sims and aerial combat with this 
joystick and throttle combo that features illumi- 
nated buttons and a two-stage metal trigger button 



Logitech G25 Racing Wheel 

$299.99 • www.logitech.com 

What It'll Do For Your Gaming: The G25 has a 

force-feedback wheel with gas, brake, and clutch 
pedals and a six-speed shifter that will put you in 
the driver's seat of your favorite racing games. 




Razer Megalodon USB Gaming Headset 

$149.99 • www.razerzone.com 

What It'll Do For Your Gaming: Razer's 
Maelstrom audio engine produces virtual 7.1 
surround sound for an intensely immersive 
gaming experience. 




by Andrew Leibman 
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Which Gaming System Is Best For You? 

Game consoles and portable devices are no longer limited to gameplay. They can also access the Internet, download media, and play your 
favorite DVDs or CDs. To help you find a gaming device that will suit you well, here's a comparison of the most popular selections you can find 
at your local CE retailer. Video 



Hard drive 
size 



Compatible 
memory cards 



Optical drive 



resolution 
output 



Ports 



What It Means 



How much 
data the 
system can 
hold 



Cards that will let 
you save and off- 
load data, such as 
game saves or 
personal media 



Aside from 
game discs, 
other play- 
able media 
formats 



Highest number 
of video pixels 
that are sent to a 
TV or portable 
console screen 



Hookups for 
controllers as 
well as video 
and audio 
outputs 



%. 



Sony PlayStation 3 
Slim (120GB) 

MSRP: $299* 
SKU 9476952 



120GB 2.5-inch 
Serial ATA 



PlayStation and 
PlayStation 2 cards 
with USB memory 
card adapter (not 
included) 



CD-RW/DVD- 
RW/BD-RW 



1,920x1,080 



1 Ethernet, 
1 A/V, 1 Optical 
digital audio, 
2USB,1 HDMI 
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Nintendo Wii 

MSRP: $199.99* 
SKU 8008559 



512MB 



SD/Nintendo 
GameCube 
Memory Card 



Can only play 
game titles 



720 x 480 



4 controller, 
1 Component, 
1 Composite, 
1 S-Video, 2 USB 




Microsoft Xbox 360 
Elite 

MSRP: $299.99* 
SKU 8301492 



120GB 



Xbox 360 Memory 
Unit 



CD-RW/ 
DVD±RW 



1,920x1,080 



1 A/V cable, 

3 USB, 1 Ethernet, 
1 HDMI, 

4 controller 




Nintendo DSi 

MSRP: $169.99* 
SKU 9249725 
(blue) 



256MB 



SD 



None 



Dual 256x192 



1 headphone, 
1 microphone 
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Nintendo DS Lite 

MSRP: $129.99* 
SKU 8566312 



None 



None 



None 



Dual 256x192 



1 headphone, 
1 microphone 




PlayStation PSP go 

MSRP: $249.99* 
SKU 9459659 



16GB flash 
memory 



Memory Stick 
Micro 



None; down- 
load to internal 
and removable 
memory only 



480 x 272 



1 USB, 

1 headphone 




Sony PlayStation 
Portable 3000 

MSRP: $169.99* 
SKU 9175082 



64MB 



Memory Stick 
Duo/Memory Stick 
Pro Duo 



UMD (Universal 
Media Disc) 



480 x 272 



1 video out/ 
headset, 1 USB, 
1 DC out 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Online 
community 


Wi-Fi access; 
Media streaming 


Parental 
controls 


Compatible 
game formats 


Included 
accessories & 
services 


Available 
accessories 


Controllers 


Perfect for 




Web site 
membership 
for downloads, 
upgrades, and 
more 


Access the Inter- 
net without a 
cable hookup; 
Send and receive 
media wirelessly 


Help parents 
decide what 
content their 
kids can or 
cannot access 


Game titles 
that can be 
played on the 
game system 


Accessories 
included with 
the console 


Extras that can 
help enhance 
your gameplay 


Included 
controllers; 
wired/ wire- 
less controller 
compatibility 


Who can benefit 
from the special 
features the 
gaming system 
offers 




Yes, free 
PlayStation 
Network mem- 
bership 


Yes, 802.1 1b/g Yes 


Options available 
for PS3 games on 
PS Network, BDs, 
DVDs, and 
Internet 


Sony Play- 
Station 3 titles 
and select 
PlayStation 
titles 


DualShock 3 wire- 
less controller, USB 
cable, PlayStation 
Network member- 
ship 


Blu-ray remote, 
Bluetooth head- 
set, memory card 
adapter, wireless 
keypad 


Includes 1 
DualShock 3 
wireless con- 
troller; wireless 


Someone who wants 
the value of a full 
gaming system with 
a BD player and 
media streaming 




Yes, various 
paid and free 
Wii Channels 
are available 


Yes, 802.1 1b/g Yes 


Options available 
for Wii titles, on- 
line interaction, 
downloads, user- 
created content, 
and more 


Nintendo 
GameCube 
and Wii titles 


Wii Sports, Wii 
remote, Wii 
nunchuck, sensor 
bar, console stand 


Nunchuck, wire- 
less Wii remote, 
wheel, and 
classic (wired) 
controllers; wire- 
less sensor bar 


Includes 1 wire- 
less Wii remote 
and nunchuck; 
Both (some ti- 
tles require a 
wired remote) 


Gamers of any 
age who want a 
unique wireless 
gaming experience 
that requires little 
gaming knowledge 




Yes, free Xbox 
Live Silver mem- 
bership with 
one month free 
Xbox Live Gold 


Only a wired 
Internet connec- 
tion is included 
(wireless net- 
working adapter 
available); Yes 


Options available 
for Xbox titles, 
DVDs, and Xbox 
LIVE interaction 


Microsoft Xbox 
and Xbox 360 
titles 


Wireless control- 
ler, HDMI cable, 
wired headset, 
two blockbuster 
games, Netflix 
subscription trial 


Wireless headset, 
hard drive, wired 
and wireless con- 
trollers, wireless 
neworking 
adapter 


Includes 1 wire- 
less controller; 
Both 


Those who want 
to play games in 
true HD with full 
theatrical sound 
and plenty of hard 
drive space 




DSiWare (DSi 
online store) 


Yes, 802.11; Yes 


Available for 
Nintendo DSi 
content 


Nintendo DSi and 
Nintendo DS 
titles 


AC adapter, 2 
styli 


Audio headset, 
battery power 
pack, screen pro- 
tectors, carrying 
cases, styli 


N/A 


Users who want a 
handheld gaming 
system that lets 
them take, person- 
alize, and share 
photos 




Yes, free 
Nintendo Wi-Fi 
connection 


Yes, 802.1 1b; No 


No 


Nintendo DS and 
Game Boy 
Advance titles 


AC adapter, car- 
tridge slot cover, 
stylus 


Cases, AC 
adapter, head- 
phones with mi- 
crophone, styli, 
cartridge case 


N/A 


Anyone who will 
appreciate dual 
touchscreens and 
voice-controlled 
gaming 




Yes, PlayStation 
Network 


Yes, 802.1 1b; Yes 


Included 


Games are avail- 
able via POSA 
cards in-store or 
downloads from 
PlayStation store 


AC adapter, USB 
cable, Media Go 
software, Rock 
Band Unplugged 
Lite voucher 


Protective screen 
film, cases, wired 
headphones, 
memory cards 


N/A 


Those who need a 
bigger screen for 
their gaming, 
Internet, and media 
entertainment 




Yes, free 
PlayStation 
Network mem- 
bership 


Yes, 802.1 1b; No 


Options available 
for UMDs, Inter- 
net, and video 
downloads 


PlayStation 
Portable titles 


AC adapter, AC 
power cord, 
battery pack, video 
rental through 
PlayStation Network 


Battery charger, 
travel case, 
memory cards, 
A/V cable, AC 
adapter, car 
adapter 


N/A 


Those who want to 
enjoy gaming as well 
as movies, photos, 
and music when 
they're on the go 
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Accessories & Services 



he gaming experience goes beyond the game it- 
self — you need the right console peripherals and 
the best just-in-case services. We've compiled a list 



HEADSETS 

f Use a hands-free headset to enhance your gaming experi- 
ence by planning strategies aloud with your team 
A Bluetooth 2.0 headset is designed to communicate 
with your gaming console; Bluetooth headsets will be com- 
patible with most game consoles 
Consider noise-canceling headsets with echo-minimizing 
microphones so you can hear and be heard clearly 

WIRELESS PLAY-AND-CHARGE KIT 

Enjoy continuous gameplay as your controller recharges 
wirelessly, without the hassle of cords 
Look for a play-and-charge kit that includes a power-gauge 
dashboard so you can keep track of your controller's bat- 
tery status 

USB DEVICES 

A USB media hub featuring a memory card reader will 
let you connect other USB devices (including MP3 players 
and portable gaming devices) to your game console 
Use a USB rechargeable battery pack to charge the Li-Ion 
battery for guitar controllers 

WIRELESS CONTROLLER 



Bluetooth technology lets you play while also having the 

freedom to move around 

Some controllers use traditional AAA batteries to sustain 

your playing time 

Find the best design for your grip: ergonomic or traditional 



^ 



GAMING KEYBOARD 

Adding a keyboard can help game efficiency— type in text 
codes and chat with other players quickly 
Look for a model with a touchpad so you can easily scroll 
around the game display 



of some of the must-have accessories that will only en- 
hance your gameplay, so be sure to remember these 
items on the next trip to your local CE retailer. 03 

MUSIC CONTROLLER ACCESSORIES 

Add a heavy-duty bass pedal to your gaming drum set to 

replace your standard pedal 

A tripod microphone stand will make your song-based 

games more true-to-life 

Extra cymbals for your rock drum kit will give you more 

freedom to express musical ability 



r 



EXTERNAL MEMORY 

External hard drives, USB drives, or memory cards back up 
your in-progress games 

When additional memory is connected to live (online) 
games, you can save gaming content and downloads 
The more memory you have, the more games and down- 
loads you'll be able to store 



RACING WHEELS 

A gaming steering wheel puts the virtual racing experience 
directly in your hands 

A comfortable, accurate wheel should give you more con- 
trol with turns, braking and acceleration 
Be sure to purchase a racing wheel that's compatible with 
your particular gaming console 



GAMING SERVICES 

Your local CE retailer provides some helpful services, both 
in-home and in-store, to enhance your gaming console. 
Specifically, professionals can set up online connections, in- 
stall system updates, and transfer data to a gaming storage 
device. 

Online account configuration 

Console system updates 

Stream media from a PC to a gaming console 

Connect a console to a home-theater center 
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Action Figures & 
A Virtual 
Battleworld 

Freaky Creatures Starter Pack 



CREATURES I 



nt's all the rage these days 
for toys to include an on- 
line component. With 
Freaky Creatures (www 
.freakycreatures.com) 
action figures from Aban- 
don Interactive Enter- 
tainment, kids and collectors can access 
an MMO (massively multiplayer on- 
line) game where they can bring their 
Creatures to virtual life. 

Each Freaky Creatures Starter Pack 
($19.99) comes with two posable action 
figures based on fantastic anthropoid 
battle monsters. One Pack comes with 
the cyclopean Cyclopor and the goat- 
like Setsa; the other includes the car- 
niverous plant creature Trappern and 
the wyvern-like Dracon. 

Also bundled with every Starter Pack is 
a 1GB USB flash memory drive. Not only 
is this drive usable for everyday file 
storage, but it's also a digital key to the 
Freaky Creatures' virtual world. The 
game, which is compatible with Win- 
dows XP SP3/Vista SP1 and Mac OS X 
10.5.6, is rated E (Everyone 10+) for 
crude humor and mild fantasy violence. 

Once inside the game, the player can 
create two monsters, and every Starter 
Pack unlocks a set of 50 parts, 20 pow- 
ers, and 4 lair objects. The items are se- 
lected randomly according to the USB 
drive's unique code, so no two players 
will start off with the same monsters 
or equipment. 



¥ 




After the player has assembled the 
Creatures, mad scientist-style, it's time 
to take them out into the imaginative 
Freaky Creatures world. There, players 
can socially network with other online 
gamers all around the world and chal- 
lenge their monstrous creations in 
battle. Because each of the 11 types of 
Freaky Creatures has its strong and weak 
points, and because each monster is so 
customizable (there are more than 3.2 
billion possible configurations), every 
match has its unexpected challenges. 

Battles allow players to win Creature 
Credits, which are redeemable for new 



Main Points 



Comes wi 



two action figures 



Players can customize their 
Creatures and take them into ; 



Battles and other means allow 
players to acquire items for 
their monsters. 

A Premium subscription is free 
for 30 days and $5.49 to $6.99 
per month thereafter. 

— FirstGlimpse 



Freaky Creatures 

Starter Pack 

$19.99 

www.freakycreatures.com 



powers, creature parts, and more. Players 
can also barter with others for items they 
want or even go fishing for Credits and 
creature enhancements. One desirable 
acquisition is a pet that can eventually 
help its monster compete in battle. 

Be it ever so humble, there's no place 
like home base. For the player, that's a 
free personalizable Freaky Creatures 
Web page. For each monster, home is a 
Lair. A player can fill his Creatures' 
Lairs with exotic objects he wins, finds, 
or buys. Even better, the game lets 
players pet and feed their battle mon- 
sters — as long as they watch out for 
sharp teeth. 

Freaky Creatures Add-On Packs ($9.99) 
come with one additional action figure 
and corresponding online creature, 
along with 25 creature parts, 10 power 
cards, and two lair objects. 

The first month of Premium online 
gameplay in the Freaky Creatures MMO 
is free. After that, general access is 
free, and premium access is $6.99 per 
month or $5.49 per month with a six- 
month subscription. B3 
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I livescribe. 



Smartpen 

Capture Everything You Hear & Write 



RECORD 

AND PLAY BACK 



SAVE 

AND SEARCH 



SEND 

AND SHARE 





Livescribe 2GB or 4GB Pulse Smartpen 



MSRP: 2GB Smartpen $169.95 

SKU: 9533347 

MSRP: 4GB Smartpen $199.95 

SKU: 9472965 

www.livescribe.com 



Quick Overview 

At work, in class, or on the go, there's an easier way 
to stay on top of all the information you need. 

Pulse™ records everything you hear, say and write, 
and links your audio recordings to your notes. 

Find the most important information from your 
meetings or lectures just by tapping on what 
you wrote. 

You'll never miss a word again. 

Perfect For 

Anyone who suffers from information overload 
or spends a lot of time in meetings or classes. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• 2GB captures over 200 hours of recorded audio* or 32,000 pages of notes 

• 4GB captures over 400 hours of recorded audio* or 64,000 pages of notes 

• Quickly find the information you captured 

• Share your recordings or notes with anyone privately or publicly 

• 500MB of free online storage for your recorded audio or notes 

• USB connector to transfer notes and audio to your Mac or PC 

• Audio jack and 3-D Recording Headset for far-field recording 

• Embedded microphone and built-in speaker 

Coolest Feature 

Instantly play back your recorded audio by tapping 
on your notes. Never miss a word again. 



*Actual available recording time varies by audio quality setting 
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For nearly 15 years, LeapFrog has been a 
leader in children's educational toys. What 
began as a promise to help children learn 
their letters became a movement to re- 
imagine how children learn. Offering more 
than 350 award-winning toys and reading 
and gaming systems for children from 
birth to 10 years old, LeapFrog carefully 
designs each one to deliver the right mix of 
encouragement and challenge for each 
stage of a child's development. 

LeapFrog was the first to introduce Web- 
connected learning toys that offer an 
on-the-go and online expanded play and 
learning experience. The online Learning 
Path provides parents with details on what 
their children are learning during playtime 
as well as personalized recommendations 
on ways to expand the learning and the 
fun. LeapFrog helps children celebrate the 
fun of discovery — something they can take 
with them on every step of their lifelong 
learning journey. 



Learning Toys & Educational 
Gifts From LeapFrog 



Tag™ Junior Reading System ■ Tag™ Reading System 



MSRP: $34.99* 

Recommended Age: 2 to 4 years 

SKU: 9438227 I www.leapfrog.com/tagjunior 





Set the stage for reading with Tag 
Junior, the new book pal from the 
makers of the No. 1 best-selling reading 
system" Tag. Designed for young ex- 
plorers, Tag Junior brings board books 
magically to life with playful sounds 
and activities, encouraging toddlers to 
develop a love for books! Each book in 
the growing Tag Junior library intro- 
duces a different preschool skill. 



Leapster®2 

Learning Game System 



MSRP: $59.99* 

Recommended Age: 4 to 8 years 

SKU: 8842826 I www.leapfrog.com/leapster2 




With the Leapster2 handheld, kids can 
play and learn on the go, then con- 
nect to the computer to unlock re- 
wards and explore exciting new 
worlds of learning. With more than 
40 games available, no wonder Leap- 
ster2 is the No. 1 best-selling educa- 
tional handheld"! 



MSRP: $49.99* 

Recommended Age: 4 to 8 years 
SKU: 9440107 I www.leapfrog.com/tag 



*- 9 




Turn reading into an endless adven- 
ture with Tag, the No. 1 best-selling 
reading system"! Each touch of the 
Tag Reader brings books magically to 
life, inspiring a lifelong love of 
reading. With more than 30 books 
available, the Tag system has some- 
thing for every reader and is the only 
one to come with the hardcover 
classic, Dr. Seuss' The Cat in the Hat. 



Didj " Custom Gaming System 



MSRP: $69.99* 

Recommended Age: 5 to 10 years 
SKU: 8844174 I www.leapfrog.com/didj 




From the makers of the award-winning 
Leapster2 handheld comes Didj, the 
first gaming handheld that lets kids 
put the skills they need to learn in the 
games they want to play. Featuring 
next-gen graphics, an online skill se- 
lector, and a range of grade-school ti- 
tles, the Didj system is the next step in 
learning fun from LeapFrog! 



TM & © LeapFrog Enterprises, Inc. All rights reserved. ™ & © 1957 Dr. Seuss Enterprises, LP. All Rights Reserved. 

*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 

**US Source: The NPD Group / Consumer Tracking Service; PS Electronic Learning Electronic 

Reading/Educational Handheld Toy Brands as defined by LeapFrog in Dollars, YTD'09 (Jan - Aug). 
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what happens when 

your internet connection goes down? 




cradlepoint 

TECHNOLOGY I _— -^X / , 



"Always-On" Internet. 

CradlePoint products are essentially two routers in one. Ready to 
be used with active 3G/4G mobile broadband modems, they also 
support traditional Internet (Cable/ DSL/ T1) to create powerful WiFi, 

With our built-in fail over/fail back feature, you can use both wired 
and wireless together to create redundant "always-on" internet, 

In the event your wired data service is interrupted, the MBR1000 
will automatically connect to an attached 3G/4G data modem - 
keeping you online and secure. 

Once service is restored, the MBR1000 will automatically "fallback" 
to your primary connection - and business continues with virtually 
no disruption Keep your home or office connected, always. 



NOTHING 

- NO transactions 

- NO research 

- NO email 

- NO work 



for the office 




MBR1000 

3G/4G Mobile Broadband N Router 

• connect up to 64 devices 

• 750 Feet of WiFi Range 

• uses USB or ExpressCard 
mobile broadband modems 

• secure out of the box 



wipipe 



on the road 




CTR350 

3G Mobile Broadband Travel Router 

• connect up to 1 6 devices 

• 1 50 Feet of WiFi Range 

• use an auto power adapter 
for mobile Internet to go 

• supports data, pre-paid, 
and tethering plans 



* For Use With Most Mobile Broadband Data Modem, Pay-Per-Use Modem, and Smartphone Data Tethering Plans. 



www.cracllepoinf.com 



